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M£CLECT. 



A nsw days after th<^ gnif al oCMik,. SflK 

tt^viUe*s lett3Br> Adela ^mSd an Ofyporta-^ 

nitf, at a party whieh her Miit gave at 

home, to hold a short undisturbed comk-^ 

Fence with Talbot Cleveland tipoti a aohj eet 

peculiarly interesting to h^. She seMoopt 

saw him except during dii^onr, andy isdict 

she hadliieen in the hoase/had awer met 

with ^ifn a moment by himsel£l : 

^ H6 was now, she liad been told, upon 

the point of ^fidng «at mth a friend, oit 

an excursion, partly of pleasure and partly 

of busioess, to the. Highlands of Scotland^ v 

The season was an uUusual one for such a 

jouFBey ; Jt^ut Talbot had many motives for 

wishing to try Ae efFeet which cbange of 

scene might prodtice upon his n5ind:'hc 

was ^not happy in his present situation ; andt 
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d TRAITS OF NATURE. 

in tibiti case^ even the most rational dispo- 
sitions become restless apd desirous of , no- 
velty. 

Adela had yet received from her mother 
not a single line in answer to her letters^ 
aftd grew hourly more alarmed at so perse- 
vering u silence. . Distrustftil of the macfii- 
nations of Mrs. Gan^eron^ and often filled 
witfi vague apprehension? of the mysterious 
9ti«ingbF whioni. sie had'^btauied a' moment 
taryr gliitopst of previous tq her di^itiire 
li»in Pine Lodge^ she vrasi^ extreniely sdU 
eilbw t«t prevaiJ upon Talhot to make^ some 
ytrsoaal enquiries afiber LgJfy RcAalvan, in 
im way either to' or ^om the Highlands* 
But this wa^ wok k tmbject which site bdold 
i^Mnly discctts b^fiite any th^«*d per/Boa : she 
lelt some distress^ indeed;, in mentioniiig it 
to TtllM l^lone ; fbr ai^ "Were the iinft>rtu* 
ASfte consequeneea of La% Rosatvua'^ errors^ 
that fvea her owa daught«r^ though sittw 
eerely attached to her^ was avene from 
'bringing forward her name or rememtH-anqe 
in Gonversatiioa, and dreaded nothing to. 
^mxich as to h«ay her spoken of by othertr/ 

A little embarrassed how to bitgin the 
•«ibjeot| stie at length said to Talbot, *^ Yoiur 



jUtfTSit pif dear cousin^ were talking this 
morpjiif^ of yow hs^vipg. some desigo^ to 
tura traveller soon. Is it U'oe } And have 
yap really^ fixed \i{¥>!i.SQotland as tibe place 
yo^ ineaa to visit ?" 

. Talbot assured her that sh^ had been cor^ 
jToetly )nfQraied| and added, that he expect- 
ed to set put in tivo or three days.^ 

** So aoon r qried Adela^ 

" Tell me/* resumed he, with some emo*- 
tion^ ^r what makes you kind et^Qi^h to 
interest yourself ataH about the ipatter]" , 
» " Ypu do iiot seem to xepfL^fkher,^ .an- 
fiwered d^ie^ ^^ the n^yir rf l^^nship I .lii>^^ 
Jto a recluse in Scotland^ , whose ahode lies i}A 
jth^ very tiack you purpose tp pursue.** 

^^ Most true!'* /cried Tfilbot^ i;eool]ectinf 
jbtiqaself^ " I ought to have applied to yo;^ 
for j^urcomqi^nds in that quarter^ Wjtbou^ 
req^rijag tli)s bint. Hav^ you any lettet^ 
any messatge^ any packet I can take chacgi^ 
rf?'* 

^^ You would 4>blige |Q« heyond measure 
^y bi^iogthe bearer to her^ m pisrsony dt ^ 
letter which I promise to get ready fojr yois 
in the xogmng. But thi^s is not alL 1 wis)i 
yov|/t0 bring me an ai^ c ount of what may 

B 3 



4 TRAITS OF NATURE. 

appear to you the actual state of her spirits ; 
1 am anxious to know who are her most 
frequent associates ; what her plans are for 
the summer, and whether she means en- 
tirely to persevere in her present system of 
seclusion. But more' especially, my dear 
cousin, find out for mc, if you can, tlie 
reasons of her total silence since I left her ; 

* 

and scruple not even to tell her how very 
Unhappy it has made me." 

" I wH most faithfully endeavour to fulfil 
all these instructions,** cried Talbot, " and 
zm delighted to be employed either in your 
oWii service, or in that of iany one for whom 
you feel an interest. But whdre shaH I seek 
you in the morning, to receive from you the 
letter of which I am to take custody ?' I 
have often wondered what becomes of you 
regularly firbm treakfast till dinner ? Whi- 
ther is it that you vanish? And with whom 
do you associate ? "Sylphs and fairies r** 

*• Christina may do very well for a fairy^** 
answered Adela, smiling, ^ hut ivhat think 
•^ou of poor Mademoiselle Durocher for a 

iylphr 

' " Do you, then, sitin the school-room ?*• 
" I do; and there, if you are kind enough 
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to come up for it an hour or two before din«* 
uer^ you will, find the letted I am so de- 
sirous to entrust to you." 

Talbot only looked his acquiescence^ see* 
ing his mother approaching ; and soon after-r 
\fards Adela removed to another part of the 
room. . 

The fpUo.wing dayy at the hour wh^a he 
justly concluded the school-room would be. 
freest ftom masters^ Talbot, with an ala- 
crity, that tiad seldom marked his progress 
to that part qf the house^ ascended to the. 
well remembered scene pf his infantiae- 
studies — his first initiation into the rudi- 
ments of leatning. Adcia had apprized. 
Mademoiselle Durocher of the visitor she 
expected, and waited his arrival with the. 
letter she had prepared for him in her hand*. 
The first sound of his footsteps in the pas- 
sage drew her to the door, and, on- per- 
ceiving him, she gaily called out — , 

^^ I am glad to find you so honourable aa 
observer of your wordl Here is the letteij 
you were to, receive, and with it take, my 
sincerest thanks for your punctuality, to. our 
little appointment.' ' 

Talbot held forth his hand for her dis- 

B 3. 
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patchy but still looked unwilling to (fepart> 
and appeared disappointed at «ot being in- 
vited to enter. 

*^ You reward your messengers so shab- 
bily/* cried he, half laughing, *• and keep 
them at such an immeasurable distance, that 
I almost feel tempted to decline ever acting' 
in that capacity again ! Why cannot you 
ask me to gp in with you a moment r^ 

**^ How could I suspect that ydu wouH' 
even wish it? But, if such is the case, pray 
proceed ; we shall all be very proud of the 
honour of your company.'* 

*' My dear brother," cried Christina, run-' 
iling eagerly to meet him, " wbo would ever 
have thought of yt)UT desiring to entier thi» 
region of nouns^ adjectives, pronouns, and 
verbs ? Perhaps you are come to assist Ma- 
d^nx>i8elle Durocher in correcting my French 
esevcise ? Here it is. Or would you prefer 
hearing me repeat my last lesson in English^ 
chronology? I assure you it is mighty 
amusing, and all in verse ; it begins — 

« Wben Julius Casar first to Britiua came, 
^ < He sc^wrfy introdueed tbe Ro&iaii hsbm-— ' 

Then there*s about the invasions of the 
Satons^ and the Danes^ apd the Notmsn^t 
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* 

mid then^ from til thes^^ thef malbd us toiut 
lach a . inongrd race^ that I haire lost all 
Respect: for mjr ancestors^ and look, upon 
them as m^ne fieebooters* and adventurers.** 

'' It must be acknowledged,** said Tal^ 
hot, '< that the study of English histoify^ 
ttnds to make you very patriotic I But 
spare yoarself the trouble of entertaining; 
me with any more of your poetical cbroxio- 
Idgy, and tell me in what part of the room 
Mis^ Cleveland usually establishes herself, 
and how she contrives to pursue her own 
occupations without being continually dis« 
turbed by your interruptions.** 

*' Oh, 1 never interrupt her — at least, vi*- 
hintarily • Mademoiselle Durocher wilf as • 
sure ytm, that I behave quite like an .atigel, 
and am all mildness, application, and docility ! 
Itisreally apity that you cannot^ witness tlie 
miarvelloiis eoncotd wliich- reigns amongst 
W. Do come up to-morrow morning, anU 
assist at some . of the lessons I It will db 
your htart good to see what a little pattern 
6f meekness I aiii become.'* 

^ Above all," oried her brother, ^^ I ad- 
mire the perfect modesty with which you. 
abstain fr6m self-comtnend$tionr 

B 4 
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" Wty, if I puff 1117 own mtiHa a lil 
Til tell you to what it ia owing. Whilst I 
was very anriily^ and wiy perverse, and 
plagued all my govemeiaies out of their hves, 
Ihe whole house knetw tt» and talked of no-* 
tkiiig elae« You^ your9eU^> Talbot, used to 
^hiow 6ut hints and insinuations, that proved 
you w^re but too wellgcquainted with many 
c^.nay misdemeanors ; and Pajpa, laugliingly 
•^^'ine his: little Tartar* But now that I 
jftn grown quiet and obedient, nobody takes 
llie least notioe of it ; my goodness is pver- 
looked, or considered as a thing V>f course, 
Ihottgh my naughtiness called fbrth hourly 
tamts and reproaches. Is this quite fair r ** 

•* Yes ; and perfectly natural. Whilst 
Carlo, my father's spaniel, soapt and snarled 
at you every timfe you went near him, how 
ind^nant yoQ were at what ypu termed his 
excessive ill nature! — Now, that he suffers 
yoO to play with him as roughly as yon 
piease, and manifests towards you the utmost 
attachment, you give him no credit for the 
happy change, andticarcely ever notice it.'*. 

^V This is sorry consolation, my dear bro- 
ther. Poor. Carlo, witliou^: any effort of his 
own, is grown good Be does not know why. 
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and merely because habit has familiarized 
him to my presence. But it cost me a great 
deal of trouble to effect any thing . like a 
reformation ; and therefore I still think* that. 
I deserved higher praise." 

"Were not- the lamb-like qualities, of 
which you make so great a |)oa;st^ assumed 
in a great measure^ to please our cousin^. 
Her affection has been yonr reward^ a^d \\ 
ought to be sufficient to satisiy your utmost 

ambition/^ : - ..-.*. 

• ♦-*■••»,•/. », ' 

^^ And so it shall, dear/bi^pther ! . a|id so 
it really was^ \o speak the.truth, till I took 
this grumbling fit in my head, I hardly 
know why ! ** . \ , , 

The unexpected,, and^ in tliat part of th^s 
house, unusual appearance of Jemima^ oc-: 
casioned, at this moment grei^t surprise to 
t^e whole party. Talbot was particularly 
chagrined by it. He had hitherto, witb 
such systematic caution^ abstained from 
soeking the society of Adela, that now, to 
be discovered i^ith. her in an-^ apartment 
which it would be believed he could, paljr 
have^dntened on >hei; account, gave himcont- 
sidet^iibte Xrle3|ation. Adela was less obviously 
disconcerted; yet -she heartily wished that: 

B 5 
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the circumstsmce had not huppehedy Itid 
^xpectedndfhiitg pleasant to cntue from it. 

The first permit Jeitxikna addressed, W^t 
the passive^ quiet governess^ who sat ^Iml^ 
reading near the fire. 

*^ Why, Mademohiefhe,** cried ihe,* in 
French, •^ you keiep sichool, I find, for per- 
sons of alt ages and sexes ! I am sure Mails ma 
is tery mudb obliged ta ytm Ibr esten£ng 
your cares so wtdfely rountf the femily ?" 

" My dear Jemima,"* cried her brdtlief, 
attempting to astmne aft air of gay uncon* 
eem, *^ this sncertng speech wotrld be infi^ 
mitely more characteristic, had you tiventy 
additii)nal years of * single bfessecfoess^ 
tacked to your age, than if st>unds now, 
|rroceeding from feuch young Kps. The 
venerable Mrs. £)ditha Byron, your great 
^version and tertor, could scarcely have made 
t worse!"* 

^ ^ou are a litlte iw>re, my *at brotheiv 
i;fbtch aCeodnCs fbr yMr beitig 6f that e^ 
nion. But I beg I may not brealt ujr ydtar 
conference, whateter it might Be about^ - 1 
dare say, there wo«ld fte stoine potnte. iit it 
tot abovd my eapteity, kwi §tota whiet^ I 
might dbfite gretvt ^Offt." 



ot Kjrti/kE il 

•• lia^M yod might ! "" cried ChrisUiiA— 
*' Btft I Hrf muob qu^tfen whethef* jon 
#6 jtt#f iM# <}tiite ill the fight soft df dis^- 
|>«ittofi fof ftfofttiAg bjr wh4lt We t^rere say- 
ifig, YoH sreeifi to bfe iii one df youi* most 
«cm8lt{ci€n6al dfibodi^^ dnd half indiiied to 
tike ud to tiisk all round. Hasi Mainhia 
sent ytou hert wit^ a66mmis8ion toTiuff us? 
Why did 6he not siend Barbara also? She 
W§vild ha^e il6bided much the most metho- 
diciMy (if ^e twd. You hzre d very pretty 
ttl^SC foi saying disagreeable things, but 
f^ niift^ know, till ydu have footed about 
%t tt iSkMi ^^ what hook to hang them . 
Now Barbara^ when »he is out of humour,. 
4b^ £ko( thrbW out her ill-Aatnred remarks 
jff Mildeilfr^ she flied back immediately to 
-^Mit good^ 6ld' gtieVahce/ and rings the 
nfctiil^ed tipoH: it,^ ding dong, in Ihe most 
m^l^atf order imaghiable, till she is tired.'* 

^ 1 #oui(^ wish you, my little flippant 
ii«te#/' sfiiid Jemima, tartly,, '^ to bear in 
ittilld) that Mamma has never granted you 
M ui^nlited license to exercise your skill at 
nptitt^ u|)on me r It h quite sufficient if 
Mt elde# sister ih a family is allowed to be 
made the butt of the younger's impertinent. 
attempts at wit! " 
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Christina^ biting her lips, and colouring 
with anger, .yet reluctant, in the presence of 
Adela to give way to her resentment, pre- 
vailed upon herself only to answer this 
speech by a \ow and cerefuonious curtesy ; . 
after which, flying to an open piiMKh-forte, 
she begun playing, as loud as she possibly 
could, The Devil among the Taylors I , , 

Jemima, convinced of the impracticability 
of making herself heard through so rapid 
audi noisy a clatter, deemed it e>cpedient to 
resolve on a retreat; and Talbot, heartily 
regretting .the awkward predicaoapnt inta> 
which he lia4 drawn himself, stole ctf a^t the^ 
same moment. 

" Now should I most excessively Ijke to 
know,^' said the laugiiing Christinay'disconr'. 
tinning, when they were gone, her yehe- 
tnent performance, '^ vyhat suspect^ mis^ 
chief, that young spy, my fair sister, cam^ 
hither to detect ! I never beheld a fyce of 
more piercing curiosity than she brouglU 
with her into this poor dear plodding rooin* 
What could she hope to discover, unless, 
indeed, she* watched my^ brother wjien h^ 
came up, and expected to find hin^ at your ^ 
feet, J. curing forth passionate protest^ttions 
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'of e¥£rlalti{ig^ adoration, and calling iq^ 
.he^nfQ and earth, and Mademoiselle DurtcK 

ch^rand me, t^ bear witness to bis vows ? *** 
Adela was as well convinced as ber little 
friend; that the visit was no eflect of 
chance, but she was unwilling to acknow^ 
Mge the vague di^tnmt to wbieh it had 
given; rise, and not very mucdi dispos^ t^^ 
make any observations upon what bad pas- 
sed. To fMademoiseUe Durocher, who. so 
ioipeifectly unde^st^od English, the whole, 
scene b^d been nearly m^intetltgible ; and 
Christina, receiving so . little encouragjem^ngt 
to dwell upon it, in a short time dire<^»d 
her attentiot) to, other subjects. i 

:By the. supei'-addcd. expression of rigoiir 

observable duripg dinner, in the countie- 

nance of Mrs. Cleveland, . Adela :speedily 

became assured that she owed nothing less 

to the good offices .of Jenoima than she had 

foreboded. There were , guests ^ present, 

however, and consequently no allustonfs 

were made to the ofiending interview : bift 

in every glance of her aunt's eye, difected 

either '.towards ' herself or Talbot^ she read 

decided co5adenanation ;— rand' evcMi in the 

indulgent' asjiect of the General; she c«ild 



tnast an Air of Mrutiny whaierar hi to^eC 
•«t h*r^ thftt oibfljr i^raclaitned the qpeei^ 
o7 iflformatioil to which h6 btid htin. litten-' 

Hsd Rot her Mneem it b«ing thought 
^Rpable of gnriiig ch&destine encourageitieiit 
to aiffattefttioM from Talbot^ fepress^d all 
4ft8p0tfttkMi to iiiigbtet, Adik cooM have 
teer^ «titi^4 tft the fiui^ility with tybi^^b the 
nh^ &[»% ieem^d tt^y to take ikt 
«btrm> tIrhMTer ffb« wad found gmlty of 
iqiiaking to with i&o^iabiHff and rl^^» 

SliM wondered ho^ it wan p06«tble that the 
fame kidftidudb who had rec^tly evinced 
«uch jealousy of hef accidental intercoarse 
mvAk Lord Eftivercble^ coutd now tinanifest 
m mtich apf^f ebendioDi of her designs upon 
Talbot : '^ Surely they mu«t imagine mc," 
the intemally cried^ ^ th^ ttiodt itidiscri- 
minati^ tmd general coquette that ever ex- 
isted* I cannQt comprehend how they can 
Ihus tlnnk it worth their while either to 
iMraaa themselves^ or to watch and suspct 

The chief reason of ali thii» was tbe un^ 
gttardbd bill innodeent speech which ahe had 
jiMrested to her cousins at the d<lor of the 



tdml^n^xAf fMk tttffdffiiliiMiljr^ iiMfeaitNl 
to him ii> ft kokut iutt^eMf MAibht» %9 
M^d*rd by J«midlib ihi «lle Wai Mmttag. 
ettt of aft adjoinifig dpaititieiit* The y0tft4 
uppoifanafO^^ and^ ab&ve ail| tile tetter iihir 
f|loke of having |n«pared for fatfli/ fWMi 
iottndd ^ e({uito<sat imprnt, ix)^^ wfaidi tto;!? 
MiMiid ftoditrett ftikd not to ifife tlift filt^rtM 
AiniitM? iDterfMtatfM. The imtaiit i&i^ 
she had terminated her unWelcobxe vhiift to^ 
the MffKKNfcd swne of vnigBatioiiy she l^as-* 
MMd^ at whatever risk of disolAgin^ h«r 
\mdtitst, to wiiimu nfe gte t9bo& lier fMrrtitai 
ditv Ml extent of her ovh^ Mapicidiia^ aoA 
ww« than tte fall extent erf* alt that •&« 
bad heard, 'il^e coAmtenieatioii remtortd 
lffi9» Cl^wland neaitty outragRnia^ and had 

no t^ ^Vfy !^^ ^^^^ ^^ temper of 
even her n^hge^t ami eauf hatband. Hm 
wm {RToiid of Aden's beautf, and raffleik 
eotlf atttched lo her to be farfactljt i^Kng 
to astfiM her elevatioti^ by a tioarriage witii 
any body^s only Mn bnt l^owm!: As she 
ha^ tio ^rtaeme^ h^wever^ an4 w» certainty 
of evit ^^^&sm^iig saiy, sfar was> ^ith aO: 
k«r fteluiowl^dg^d m«i^ pemtniaaa mmt* 
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trf, ont of the Isst'indiViduald he would. 
Iiaire chosen for a daughter-in-law. r 

- . *^. Ypu. must connect yourself,'* had long. 
Ilieen. his acqustomed exhortation to Talbot, 
*/ with a wopan who; has money, or you 
must resign yourself, during my lifc, to 
the comfortable prospect of subsisting upon 
roots and water! I have net a guinea to 
jbtestow upon romantic love, and self-devote4 
folly;' 

^ iThis was language which, though he 
thought it his duty to hear with patiencei 
n^t even habit could enable Talbot to hear' 
without pain : ;but his feelings and princi-* 
pfes,: in his^ own family, were as little scru* 
tinized and understood, as th^y were calcu-' 
lated to be aj^roved r he made no 'display 
of their disinterestedness ; he abstained from 
every species of useless discussion, and with-*.. 
o«t vainly seeking ta convince others, was * 
happy to escape giving oflfence by being 
driven to acknowledge, that he remained " 
wholly unconvinced himself,* ' . . 
When questioned relative to the letter 
which his sister had accused Adela of hav- 
ing deliberately waited at a pre-concerted 
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iQitervietw to deliver to him, he refused em 
taring into any explanation cpnceming it^ 
regarding himself as^ in some measure, 
bound in honour not to betray . a sort of 
trust confided to. his discretion. Yet^ hsKi 
his father alone been present^, he might not. 
have scrupled to be less reserved : but since 
Ad^Ia had shewn herself peculiarly reluctant 
to speak of the commission which he ha4 
undertaken before the ladies of his family^ 
he felt persuaded that he had no right to b^ 
more communicative than^the person wh^ 
employed him. 

It might have been imagined, tha^ Jem^ 
ma, had she really entertained the sus{^ 
dons which she was 90 prqn^pt to publish^ 
(rf* the encouragement . given by Adela t<^ 
her brother, would have been happy in th^ 
relief this must ^fibrd to her jealous Bpprer 
hensions respecting Lord £najprdale. But 
the feet is, she cared very little .whether her 
present surmises were founclpd on truth or 
error ; neither did she thoroughly . credit 
o«e word of her own disposition : her chief 
aim was, to, render Adela as obnoxious to 
her father and mother as she was now be- 
come to herself; and no method, she waci 





that bbj«et th&n sn ftectiMifioQ in which th^^ 
interests of Ttlbdt wei* concerned. 

A soutodef pditidaii w6uM have kfiown^ 
that it Was rtfer to ledvt to enetny in peace- 
ful ptQite^idH gF a trifling advantag^^ thto 
to mun tbo tiiiltny confederates s^inst hith) 
tirho fofgdful of the object of theif efa- 
fitxyity IffOnld dch Att upon petsonal Ino^ 
tttiH^j aftd jfbrwai^d or injure the original 
estittfe as ihight b^ most conducive to their 
vWn interett* 

Whilst Mrs. Cleveland sHW ild dwg^ 
fhMA Ad^la'fl Itttt-Mtioild &t hdme^ she was 
uriffilig t6 afi»iM J^midla in preventing their 
iueeefif^ at^ofiKi t hat the moment any appre«* 
faeniions oecuM'ed td h^r for her son^ she 
ctMtd to c^ntertaib the slightest anxiety on 
^cotmi of Lord £nnerd«le^ kerning his. 
feeing « lo#t to Jemima a matter of perfect 
indifierentif^ tolnpared to Talbot's beixig 
gained by her nnportiotied cousin. 

The t^mlty th#refor^, of the luckless in^ 
ferm^l^i inC6l^li«flcd^ was this: an assem^ 
blyi giy^n by Mrft» filtner^ to which thej 
wer« nil iftvit^^ bKt which MrSi Cleveland^ 
tafher tiiMt ^dfflit Adela of the party, hadl 
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alfeiiit wbdly t& dediite^ ifa« iiow^ cm the 
oontMy^ deterttiiwed to ttteifd^ fof tbe^fflo*' 
preis^ tliotigh miavowed^ fiatpom^ of &fofr«- 
ifi)^ h€r ^in in Lord E^ineitlai^s Wftjf. 

TIk rarptiEe^ the tdidtnent remonfttranh 1 
ceiy tte miBpcflkabte Ttmtion of JetninM 
on hearitig thn resolution^ wert nQ eifMl* 
ly disregarded. Her mother ww inftoto^- 
ible t tha Geoeml sided with har«. A^Ma^ 
kt»w ndliiing of the ^diecusiion $ anil at 
the appomted tieme, which happen^ to he 
the very e^re&ing jmioedittg TalbotVittttfid^ 
ed joomftiy^ they all dn>v0 » tihtt hoete of 
Mrfi.£lifter* 

The crowd of oompany^ tfrnij^ nd&w 
80 youthful nor so g^y as at the ball^ nwy 
however^ eq<ially fiishionaUe^ and ahfioat 
equdily brilliant. Adela was beootnitig 
in«r6d to such dcenes^ andmth her present 
tottipaniofis^ they poftstssed scarcely aiqr 
other pbwer thi^ that of fatiguing and an* 
noying heri She felt iniulated!^ eVeto in th« 
{ai^gest parties^ when ibfced to fei^lleet <tf 
how little impottaitoe sh^ wM to every In-* 
dividual by whom th^ were edmposed, pat^ 
tknlariy to tho^e with whom ft wai her ttf 
Arte to dbler thett* M» «^6«tiv^ tt^ ^m* 
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ooaragement to hold by Mrs. ClevelancTs 
ann^ or that of either of hier daughters; 
her accommodation was . disregarded ; her 
casual remarks frequently remained unaa- 
swered, and she felt conscious of being re-^ 
gftrded as an inevitable incumbrance, to 
^iri^oiii, bad any difficulty or distress oc-^ 
ourred, no sympathy would . have been ex^ 
tended, and, except what decency enjoined, 
QQ assHstanee afforded. Often, under such 
depressing circumstances, tears rushed into^ 
her eyes, even. in the most splendid cjircles*- 
Silent, .abf|rjiQt»;d, unamused, pbe jslowly^. 
paraded through the^ magnificent . apart^. 
inents, accompanying, as . if. upon suSer-- 
^HOe, the,unfee)ing. mother ^and daughters, 
mhQ.s^Qied to vie with each other in tacitly' 
denying, hen all support and countenance. 

Amongst the minor ills of life, few are 
ao wounding and oppres»ve to the young 
and . keenly susceptible, as wilful neglect, 
publicly manifested. In private, it is prac- 
ticable to run away from its infliction, an4 
t|ie silence and solitude of home^ may be 
b^uiled by some interesting occupation : 
l^t in the midst of society, to experience 
^88 ; in the thickest concourse, . to 
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-feel like an outcast ; and amongst a malti- 
tude of eager speakers to be the only being 
to whom no ojie addresses a word ; — these 
al^ trials ' which at the age of A'dela, liay, 
at iny age, would be hard to bear. 
' The observation to which her face and 
figure exposed her from the men, — theoii^, 
•attractive from its bloom and loveliness*^; 
the other, too nobly elegant to be overl(X)k- 
-ed; — conduced but Hide to improve the pVe^ 
dicament in which' she was placed. She 
«aw in their gaze a freedom ' and boldness 
which * she was well persuaded they ' wotiki 
ii6t have presumed' to display had they be- 
lldid her more properly protected: and oite 
<^her great sources of vexation was,, ife 
pelrpetual restraint she wasoMiged to im- 

* • - • 

pose upon herself; and the-prbud, repul- 
sive air which 3he thought- it necessary lb 
-assume* in order to check the familiarity of 
thieir notice. • ' 

Mrs. Elmer, on the entrance of the Cleve- 
knd party, having addressed scimtething 
-civil to them ad!, and' bestowed, on 'ASela 
in particular, a recepl^on full of giacioui- 
ness, made her iwty with afe much' d^lipttli 



ftp m4ITa ^f K4fl>Mi» 

M9 tbe thraig ;vaul4 perajt, m^m ^i^n^ 
i»g fpprt»ui(iii m sf3ii|r(h of Loid EnneKcMf . 

room, an4 0?:frt * y oii»ietf t^ rfrtow^ to a 

liUle of \^r wonted .v^vgi^tjFi ]FPur h»ni^ 

KWe rura] frieini YoBikir sha i$, peer 
I2ui>g! with }iQr stately aunt^ tnd pert 
.^mfi&lMi^ locduBg fio wwry of (aer 1^ tp 
Jtt^d a^d j^IlBMb it ^larioit frwMi one to 
.«M hfr. Shf bad »oi tiu^ a^r of lai^uid 
^afii^y wb«n.iha gcK>4 w4 ^ttdly Mr«f. 
rBofir WM her conipaAif n ; I d^e s^^i thoBe 

.tormmtii)g her ip tM ^qs^ all the Y«ay 
.{fkpm ^evr iiow« ti9 thiaU^ot go to hfHr, 
.hit^ F^WH^fh i talk har intooheerfuhiiew; 
iMM^^if pwca p " Mk hef^ 4<i tfioir hearin^5 
wli^ j|)i# ^ i»9ik i«teni«d my i^isit i Iik«i 
4y«QJ9 tb kpfm% w]hAtii?f tha; card lleSt ior 
her at tteir door has ever been oieotioii^d 
4» h%u Wbftt vKM^lii ' tin eoLviotts fwj^ 
^immi I left othMi {pr <&<» ^so,'* 

Im^t^ EniwJalifi I|94 s«ae di^Qultp iii 
yiiMii»$ng himyetf to 9t9)r and bstea tp ,ai» 
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- « 
c^q^Kss half the pleastt^ I ^d ]«>. sf^og 
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IrigirtCDiag a UmA^ «t ^ Mtinft fff.i^ 

Ira- being oat of sjnrity,, f^ap to % go^fl 
f0iMa§f I an «fr»i4r$M? bMOfr^Qttt 9f ha- 
MHisl'T^WiH, y»ii tndwtike ^ a4»iw(H^ 

k-y? : ■ ■. • ■ . ■ 

' « Wi«h att tli« ple«Mle w ^ WQf 14 ^ A 
scolding which should jnrai^n^r ^ fldei^ ^ 
paMtn^ymi in«» a «kfa^ p^HHitt, ]i>*«Mbe 

kft li«:«Mne«bat«i«ii9iJU«i but put it u>to % 
fmmmai^ ani it evap^aljM «)iao#t V9m/^ 
liMielj^ Th«a wqii)4 H ^ .e^vki I ipif;aa|;f 
]MHto w «4tiMi«(imry |pit«hr<»f^'aq(B^j^ j^ 
inaiik imaHut Hut renrnvryM yanr qatKnil 

«iariK aea natlung bmt fmiiet tnd <«Ar8]>ifif 
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* *^ You tMy think flo,** cried Adda ; 
in very tradi^ I am ia too vapid aad indo-* 
lent adisposidoa to foe ^touched wi& nc^le 
angei^ at anything.^ 

*^ Why what has tr«tmfornied yon into ao 
impaasive a Stoic ? is it ' weariness of this 
crowds and contempt of tliose who compose 
kr or did 3^ou bring a 8|^netic teofier with 
yoa^ and ate you detMnined to carry it 
iway^ for the benefit of your maid^ viFtiAH 
the undresses you ?** 

^ ^ This/' cried Adela/"" is really 4coldii« 
t^ in eameit I — I think it a little hard^ that 
you should construe a confession of afcci- 
^lenial moo&ness^ into a resolution of deli- 
bei^te ^wardness.** 

" CMi, now that you think it worthyour 
while to ddTend yourseU^ I begin to have 
lioine hopes of you !-^A very 4ittle modb 
accusation would provoke you to retort, and 
ifirom retorting^ you might proeeed to ^down^ 
right invective^ and then the aire of tiiat 
vapidity 3rou spoke of> would be -complete; 
But^ though you gave me a oommission to 
-pSay the censor^ and we all, wboi ^ draned 
in a iittle brief authority/ love /to esa&te 
our powers, yet had I xather trgr g<«itler 
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means. — 'Let me th^n endeRTOur to abf a«er, 
instead of sciil^iig awa^^ your |Mtity« hi 
theneKt po&m, Mrs. Klmac hat be^i^ eadii- 
)>itiDg a very bea«tifai Ultoiinated lAisfiaf^ 
aad seveiral cmioM oM portrats in enaijief, 
Come and look at them ; tbey may b4 dpe- 
ctfic aa extermmatord of enmi.*' 

He waa tbeu leading ber away^ Imt #i^ 
Biiina^ wba had with diffienlty b6ekt ^ fai^| 
withheld by her'isothei* fri»m intemtplll^ 
them, BOW advanwd^ aftd> th aa ■jjibli 
whisper^ said tQ Adeia— - 

^^ Wottld yoa be w ulrfLittd^aa to htm 
the room jtttrt at Tadbot i» mtJbriilg k T 

'^ Why should I be exffettti t» Btsf ^ 
bis account ?"* 

^^ How Bvytetly uncOttBoioutk I Butfemaitf^ 
ber — he goes to-mamyw^ and all yoas" little 
mog tSU-trtAe iaterriewf "WiAt be atti^ 
peadadforsoaEoa weaker 

Thejpe was a dogree €^ fiafeiiee m tbit 
spMcliy diBigmdly Mttefed tc^ raaoli the'ear 
c^ Lord£iiB0Fdate^ wycb^ m one aA^yottUg^ 
appe^rad t^ Adela:(Ap|whbataifcd«ig t\m iim^ 
perietfoe she bad had «f Jetttai«> gttilnlftil 
oban<fter) <|iiite portent6ii$ !— 4tie ftoppadj^ 
and involuntarily looked round to obserfe its 

VOL. in. c 
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efiect upoo her conductor. An air of sur- 
jpfise, iQJQgled^ however^ with doubt^ "was 
visible injiis aspect; and^ as herejres met 
Ykis, she &ncied. there was an.expr^sion in 
them that seemed to ask — "Can this be 
true ? Do yoo admit Talbot to hold prnratc 
interviews with you f But not a syllable 
WIS spoken on either side; he seemed ^e« 
%riti[iaeil.to. remain silent as long as she 
^VW^iwed JO herself ; and she was too sick 
pt hmrtf either to force conversation^ or 
to. remeiober for what purpose she had put 
herself iloder his guidance. They both 
therelbre stood still ; and both felt^ufficient* 
\p traeonifortabki. 

At this awkward juncture/ Mrs. Elmer 
st^l^fied up to'thera— ^ 

%, "IWhatpe^plexity there is in your faces!** 
cried .she: ;--^V whither are you going ? or^ 
rather, whither were you going? for yoa 
now' seem to be completely root^bo«fhd T 

" You find us," said Lord Ennerdale^ 
f* dms far on>oiir*way, wafted by prosperous 
gale$9 to vi^ and admire your enamels r 
but, all at. ooce^ the bree^ slackened, our 
coarse was arrested> our sails flagged, and 
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here we are, helplesi^y afloat, waiting for a 
£iesb tide and m6re favourable wind." 

» 

^^ A dexterous steersman is probably thor^ 
vanted," said Mrs. Elmer, *^ than a brisker 
gale.' Come, Miss Cteveland, let me be 
your pilot, and I will guide you safely, iii 
d^nee of rocks and quiciksands, to the 
destined port.'* 

So saying, she drew AdeTa*s arm within 
her own, and they both moved forwards 
Lord Enherdale, at a little distance;' fol- 
lowed them. ' -> 

On approaching the open cabinet in wliich 
the enamels were deposited—^* Here we 
^re/* cried Mrs. Elmer, ^^ at the end of dur 
little vo3ra^. Now> Miss Cteveland, you 
shall have a chair close to thes^ treasurei^^ 
and a table and candles, and some humble 
attendant to snuflf them. Lord.Ennerdale, 
I depute you to that office, and pray exe* 
cute it better than tbe last to which lap* 
pc^inted you« I sent you, some time ago^ 
to act as a cordial on a fair lady*i spirits : 
but can you, in conscience, aver tiiatyon 
ably performed your Commission ?*— 

*^ I merit no rfiproaches,**' Answered he t 
^ for, though unsuccessful^ I was sincere ia 

C 2 
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my endeavours to obey you, and tfioagh 
, once baffled, I am willing to try my fortune 
again/' 

^^ Then I absolve you fer all past ftiil- 
ures, and now commit you to your better 
feteu'* 

She reftreated after saying this ; and Ade^ 
la in a few moments, looking up, cried^^-- 
*^ How good Mrs. Ehner is to bestow upon 
me so much attention T* 
' <^ I know not that for. this she is entitled 
to much praise, since I am very certain tf>at 
i»he is acting more frcMn choice thiui <sere- 
l»ony : but are you not, ^fer aome reason* or 
other, a littie toe deficient in ceremony t5 
iler?~<You look surprized! Is it possible^ 
then, ^at you are Uninformed of her vii^t 
to you^-^^ visit v^icb, ere now, she bad 
hoped you would have returned?** . 

** I never he^r^ of k ttU thia rhinute !^ 

^ The information I have given you tbeni, 
which, P assure yeq, ia most correct, witt^ 
I trust, have die e£&ct of inducing yon to 
repair the omission as soon as possible^? 

** I -will be perfectly siticeve with yoa. 
Lord Eawei'dlile,'* replied Adda. — ^ At pre- 
senft I am not in a i^edicament to pay or to 
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recdive visits at my own option : I go no 
whore but as the General and Mrs. Cleve* 
land direct ; and the few who may do toe 
the honour of wishing me to cultivate their 
acquaintance, must have the indulgence to 
bear .patiently with iny appaJnent renoisSness 
till the arrival in town of my sister Somer*) 
ville." 

'^ I will communicate this answer— at 
least its general purport^^to Mrs. £kmr> 
and think I may venture to affirm that she 
will accept it as a sufficient apolc^y. You 
will not find her a very punctilious and 
exacting character ; but she is warmly dis*- 
posed' to admire you^ and a decided repulse 
would give her a degree of mortification 
which, I am persuaded^ you would be sorry^ 
to inflict upon her. 

^* Indeed I should — and ashamed ai well 
as sorry. I entreat you, therefore, to maket 
aa £ldr a representation of my case as yea 
can> and to preseive me from appearing n^'^ 
lig^t and ungrateful for the partiality with 
which she is so good as to think of me.'' 

Whilst this little .dialogue was passiogy 
Talbot Cleveland had found his way inta 
the apartment where they were sitting, and 

c 3 
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now, as he stood near the door, caught 
Lord Ennerdale's eye. He bowed to him, 
and Talbot returned the salutation, but 
i^ithout approaching, though he looked ir- 
resolute, and still lingered in the room. 
Adeb almost wished, with the' same 

« 

openness that had dictated her answer re- 
specting Mrs. Elmer, to have explained to 
her early friend the motive that b?id led- to 
her holding the secret conference with Tal- 
bot alluded to by Jemima. But the idea of 
touching upon her mother's history — -ctf 
owning that she had felt ashamed of pub* 
licly speaking of that mother, even in the 
fiimily of her uncle, was too humiliating to 
be borne. — ^Neither did she think it would 
at all become her to enter, unsolicited, upon 
an explanation which would manifest sirch 
anxiety to convince Lord Ennerdale that 
her affections were disengaged. Whatever 
he might conclude, therefore, she deter* 
niined to let the subject rest; prudently- 
adopting the maxim she had somewhere 
read, which exhorts all those who are tho- 
roughly in doubt what to do, patiently to 
resolve upon doing nothing. 
But the restless and self-tormented Je« 
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mima could not submit to be equally pas* 
sivej she now, accompanied by Barbara 
(ambitious to display her critical sagacity ia 
remarks upon the en^amels) made her way 
towards the cabinet^ arid^ at a loss what 
else to propose that would detach him from 
Adela, asked Lord £nherdale to play with 
her at chess. Heistared at this invitatiofo, 
but assured her that he . had no talents for 
playing at chess in a room crowded with 
company^ and must decline accepting her 
challenge unless Mrs. Elmer would consent 
to turn all her friends out of the house : 

" And you/* continued he, addressing 
Adela^ *• amongst the number; for as I'was 
deputed to do the honours of this cabinet 
tp you, I cannot possibly resign my station 
whilst you remain ." 

Jemima, though much dissatisfied with 
this answer, knew riot how to press her re- 
quest further ; but begging Adela to give 
her half her chair, she affected to interest 
herself extremely about the {)ortraits, and 
poured upon Lord Ennerdale such a succes* 
SI on of quei^ions concerning them, that she 
efiectually prevented his speaking to any 
body but herself. This lasted till her mo- 

c 4 
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tber's carriage wa* olJed ; she dun thmw 
out all her lar9$ to induce tli« Earl to escort 
tbein down 9t9fn t but, as Tdbot was at 
hand to aamt them, he hdd back ftom 
making wiy oftr of hi? services ; and Ade- 
h, taking of bim a friendly leave^ foHovred 
bejr departing companions. 



CHAP. II. 

OSTENTATION. 



From thi^ period till the arrival in towp 
of Mr, and Mrs. Soxoerville^ Adela extorted 
hersdf with some success to avoid the dis* 
agreeable rounA of engagements in which j. 
without consulting her wishes^ she had 
hitherto been involved. The departure of 
Talbot^ on the morning after Mrs. Ekner^s 
assembly^ secured her from the apprehen^, 
sion of being thought to remain at home 
If ith any view of seeing more of him ; and 
^ heartless neghgeqce with which she was 
always treated by her mnt and cousins when 
in company, gavi$ her a disgust to appear- 
iiig any wber0 with them, which neither, 
the rem<MUitr(nc^i of the General nor th^ 
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xtff»t €qdM>ftotiom of bar brother ooufd 
sidbdue. 

They faodi wished her fo be noM seiM 
thaa^peihaps was coosistoit with good pa^ 
licy^ and both aUributed to hor ownpef«>^ 
wne vgertion of the of^portimttiM afibrdisdl* 
her to exhibit herself^ the ftiiluw of •their 
sanguine hopes respecting her sptedy eaU^ 
blisfament. She was sorry to diffier Of& wf 
subject with the mly wdl^wi^herf aber ndir 
&f€f saw : but ai her own hcqpea and Tiewa 
had by no means taken the same ditectioft' 
as theirs ^ as afae had aiined mar^^ ini 
gmng imkf to be attUKied, and deeply dia« 
darned the idea of reaovtfai^: my where' to 
attraet an ofii»' of marriage^ shemDoained 
firm to her purpose i and heneefomard^ 
heard of balls^ operas^ and assembliea with 
m Miieb in^flSmnee as sh<' wi^Id haM^ 
heard ^ of ai vestry-meeting. She ri^oicedl 
thiirnibneof Ae females of dso ftmily had 
1ti« hypoeri#y to ixfibet eoacelraf at her mm 
phiii; Oti the eontrary^ it seei^ed to refcoft% 
eile %Hett^ t6 her being beneath tfaeir> roe^ 
aflrif Hiey m tfesti^ tnori ci^ity 4/^mi^ 
her Vhatt tiiey had yet eter thewn.^ 
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. Thus passed another w^k, the quiets 
and the freest from contention of anjr that 
sbe had spent kt BerkelS^ Square* Sir 
Patrick Harley, the most frequeut visi(ix>ff 
shebeheldj and his silent attentions, though 
lioticed and derided by Jemima^ gave Adela 
so little molestation, that, unless she had 
been called upon tp remark them, he might' 
have sat watching her a whole day^ without 
beii^ himself remen^bered a single moment. 
Julius^ with all his ani^ietj to see his sis- 
ter well estabii^ed, was far from wishing ta 
forward the pretensions of such an admirev 
aa Hie, wealthy bu^t unattractive baronet^, and 
only lauglbed*at;hi8 dmnb deiKition as c^a 
as he was witness to it; But the General 
iHtas less dis|x>sed to view, the^ affair with 
f idicule :^'^ If Sir Patrick;' said he, to 
bis nephew, ^^ had held out to me a proa«- 
peet of. remaining unm^iried to thie^ end , of 
the chapter^ I will honestly: qwn>^ that I 
should be far froqi wishing him to change 
Jatts purpose for« the advantage of your sister. 
iHy qbildren are almost his nearest rela^ions^ 
and hb dying a bachelor^ might put. tb^m 
in poasesfio^. eithinr oi the who^e^ w . aa 
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ample portion of his immense prop^jr. 
But^ let him linger and hesitate as he will^ 
I am well persuaded^ that some day or 
other^ he will do the foolish thing, and 
bestow his hand and title, and probably, 
the bnlk of his fortune, on a pennykss 
beauty. The longer he procrastinates, the 
worse will be his choice* If, whilst a girl 
of family might still be indticed to aecept 
him, he trifles away the opportunity, be 
assuried, that in his decrepitude and ccm* 
firmed foibeciiity, he will marry his o\iinn, 
or his neighbour's dairy-maid ! lio prefe- 
rence^ to this, he has my heartier good 
wishes for the succeBS of his suspected views 
on Adela." — 

' " Which views,** cried Julius, ^^ Adda 
will lievbr be such an enemy to his daity- 
maid as to encourage !-^-^No, iny good unde, 
we mdst find a better lover £>r her than this 
drowsy' haronet, or resign her to the respec>* 
iable prospect of cuttiiig a figure in soma 
foture edition of Hayley*s Essay on Old 
Maids.** ^ . . X 1 

* Two days after this conversatioil, whilst 
Adela was wilking before dinner with Chris* 
tina and Mademoiselle Durocher in the Park^ 

c6 
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she W49 i|nexpectodly tocosted by Lord £a< 
Qeidale^'-^He was on horseback^ and l^nd 
gallopped eagerly to oirertake her.*^^ . 

^^ Am I sa happy/' cried he^ ^^ as to be 
tha fli»t bearer tp you of a jnece of exaelbnt 
news ^ Hfive yum heard any tlung this room* 
i»9 to give yon partiettlar aatis&otion r -* 

^^ KothiBg, ^ replied Adda^ ^^ and^ taewn 
the tvuthy I can hardly expeet^: that your 
iateU^ience wilt he quite equal to the good 
wluoh your eoimt(naiice pFOflttiaaa.'* . 

^^ My countenanee/^ resumed hc^ ^^ is a 
very honest . iadaea ; it bids you fsepsat for^ 
what will give yon the most .ptoasufle^ aad; 
OM^ssttiiieatei to myself the highest gvatifi*^ 
cation. — I just now passed through Cueaber-r 
laftd Placcj aad saw Mr. sgad Mrs. Somerville 
alight from their tmvelMng earri^e.*^ 

^ Oh> tiis I allow to he iiiUy adequate tai 
all that Y&ax looks pregfteetiealed I" entrik 
ti^ enchanted Adiehi.-^'^ Thseik yoi^ mj^ 
Lovd, Sot benig ao defightful a flMMmget I ^ 

TheA» addtessbg Madennvs^Ue DurodaM^ 
riie besought her to turn back^ and wattl 
Wlh he^ to her mter'a iauned«ajffl^- The 



smDtagly bomng^ wished her good rnomii^^^ 

mi mde aviy. ^ 

Chmtina, in a tons of lamenlsticm bow 

^ That Lord Ennerdale i$ a way charanw 
iag etcMtaXy but I could alinott find in my 
heart to hate hiaii^ fw the plevsute he dievred 
in bringing you this naim ! How aio/i I bear 
to part vnAi yaa, my deaiast Cotttin) ^ ' 

^ We shall ahem maet^ I trust/ replied 
Adda^ ^^ thouf^ wr sIhiII no longer be in^ 
mules of tibe sisse house. Yon havo every* 
reaaoBy dear Christsna^ to eaqaect in myi 
sdmimble sister^ a friend the aoost sincere 
ud cordisL'* 

^^ Qb^ I kno«r Mrs. Somerville ^rteemely 
wtf ]^ and low her with all my heart. But 
da think how deplorably i shall miss yow 
tvefey: hour at horoe! And how forlorn and 
wvakebod I shall itel when i look round iow 
you in vain in our gloomy old school-roomie 

Addb said every thing wliieh she thought 
wtQst lik^ te cfkeair and comfort her; and 
in a abort time, tiiey reached Mr. Sonera 
vitte'adeor* 

The meating between the two sisters, wai 
•t «ioe tender and jeyfol, and the ddight 
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^pressed by the friendly Mr. Somerrillej as 
well as the genuine raptare of the children, ' 
m%de of this interview a scene the most 
gratifying to every feeling heart. Christina, 
who was present at it^ could scarcely refrain 
from tears ; but they 'were tears of pleasure, 
and whilst they glistened in her eyes^ she 
biad the generosity' to say — 

^^ You now look so truly bappy, Cousin 
Adela, that it would be wicked to wish you 
any where else !— I will go home, therefore, 
and try to rteoncile myiself to what /have 
lost, by thinking of what you have gained.** 
?, But Adela could not suffer her to return 
to Berkeley-Square without accompanying 
h^r, and taking a personal^ leave of tier 
Uncle,. Mrs. Cleveland^ and the young lad- 
dies. The former was, on every account, 
entitled to such an attention ; and the latter 
she by no means wished to emulate in rude- 
hess. 

It 'was agreed, however, that unless very 
much pressed by the General to dine at his 
house, she should return immediately to her 
Sister^s, whose established guest she was 
irom that moment to consider herself. 

Ilie fetliogs with which the several indi'* 
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vidoals of the Cleveland family^ heard of 
the arrival of Mrs. SomerviilQ were •as dif--> 
fereat as the intenests which they each had 
at heart. 

Janima feared it would give an aloiost 
irrecoverable blow to her remotest prospect 
of achieving the conquest of Lord Enner- 
dale. She was now aware of his intimacy 
with the Somervillesy and felt .a pftug not 
easy to describe^ at the certainty that Adel$k*s 
removal to their house^ would more thaa 
aver &ciiitate his means <^ int^course with 
ben This conviction^ inflaming all the pre-- 
vious aversioa which she had conceived 
against her Gouskiy caused her to list^ato » 
communicatiofirT-otherwise so welcome to 
her — ^with the gkomiest and most bitter 
discontent. 

Mrs, Gleveland^ on the contrary, had 
s(sa(^oely ever smiled ' so sweetly upon ' her 
niece^ as whilst receiving her farewel cbtio* 
pliments. To get rid so cheaply of a com-^ 
panion for her . daughters so insufferably 
formed tO: eelipj»e. them, wasr not an event U> 
1^ lightly di9regarded. In proportioa aa^ 
^r. fastidious, ddicacy c^ taste was paii^ 
^ver^ tifae sbfi lQok«d at the plain features 
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of Barbara or Cbristtna^ hear pri& vrm ktuBN > 
bled^whexi she contecAplated in Adela a aa* 
periority so manifest over her fwoarite Je* 
ininia. In addition td this, she was rejoiced 
to remove from beneath Talbof s paternal 
roof an object which she feared m^t be^ 
come so dangereus to him ; and she also 
hoped^ that the departure of so dreaded a 
competitor would > tend to soften the now 
almost habitual ill-humour to which the 
long-indulged^ bst neither thankful nor 
bapfijr Jemima permitted herseif to givC' 
way. 

Barbara was the least ftffeolcd at the 9^ 
paratiottj ei^er with, ooneem or pleasure^ 
of any ol Ae par^. She had fermed na. 
sehdnes in which Adela conld interfere^i 
and therefore entertained against her no ill- 
vntt i but she had no heart whieh the most 
attaching qualities could to«iefa; and theve^ 
feve could eKpesietsce from no depiivatioa* 
any regvet. Self, dbsohite and unmixed^, 
reigned in her frigfid bosom* She cared not: 
1^0 censured, who JMR^vei, or who een^ 
CMrmd in her tastes and pursuits: to grati^ 
her -0^ mania for usdess- knowledge, andf 
now and the«L to excite wond^ or envy^ hy 
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it$ HsfAsKf, IMS all sheiiad in vieWj and all 
she demanded to assure the nsa^w portion' 
of Midty tt^seemed her wish to attain : 

' If human things went ill or well^ 

If changing empires rose orfell^ 

The morning past^ the evening came^ 

. An4 (ovtaA this ' damsel ' stitt the same^ 

She wished not^ eared not^ IfuiglMd nor oried ; 

And so she livedo and so she died.* Paxoa. , 

The General was out^ and not etpected 
home till night. Adela therefore wrote to 
hioi^ and left in his stitdy, )a short but grate* 
fol larewel ; paid a parting risit to the but* 
sery of the infant Laura^ and then hastened 
to afqprize the delighted Amy of this new 
removal. 

Mrs* Cleveland^ when she came down 
again^ graciously offered her the carriage to 
convey her to Cumberland Phce, and Adela 
seeing it at the door^ gladly accepted it^ and 
in a lew moments departed. 

No visits^ on this first a nd most satisfac* 
tery day, were^ of course, either received 
er paid by Mrs.: Somerville. The hours 
wsre devoted to fiunily affisction and true 
domestic comfort. All parties had mudi to' 
hear^ and much to communicate, yet were 
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they all too little collected to enter with 
detail on any interesting; subject. Adela 
was never weary of gazing at the beloved 
laces around her ; of caressing the children^ 
or of meditating upon the happy change in 
her own circumstances. She admiredj as if 
she had beheld it for the first time^ the 
beauty and sweetness of her sister^s coun- 
tenance ; and she viewed with delight the 
perfect air of contentment in the frank as- 
pect of Mr. Sonaerville. Whilst thus em- 
ployed, she hardly wished to utter a sylla- 
ble ; it was such a pleasure to her to hear 
t^ir voices, that she seemed willing' to 
resign every faculty but that of listening to, 
and dwelling upon their accents. 

The succeeding morning, however, though 
it brought with it no diminution of satisfac- 
tion, rose upon them all with more sobriety 
of happiness, and during break&st,''thcy 
were able to engage in a comaiected conver- 
sation* 

Mrs.. Somerville asked many questions 
relating to Julius ; and expressed some ap« 
prehension of the effect their intimacy with 
Lord Ennerdale would produce upon his 
irascible temper : 
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^' My too scrupulous Elinor^** cried Mr# 
Somerville^- ^^ hear me, once for all, oa 
this perfdexing sul^ect. I have the most 
cordial r^rd for your brother, and the 
sincerest desire to live with him upon 
friendly terms. He is hot and passionate 
as a Salamander ; but he has seldom di« 
rected ' his V rash furies against me, and^I 
know that, take him for all iu all, he is a 
kind-hearted and good fellow. But neither 
my wish to eonciliate him as a relation, nor 
to please him as a frequent - guest, shall in- 
duce me to renounce, or even to check the 
intercourse of a man I so every way approve 
as Lord Ennerdale. To this latter, my 
doors shall always be open, and my hand 
always readily extended. If your Brother 
can tolerate the idea of associating with him, 
well and good ; I desire qo better ; let them 
meet, and let their past difierences be 
in oblivion. If he cannot ;— ^^if he 
to put me to the diss^reeable necessity (^ 
deciding which of the two I must give up, 
gQOve not, my dear Elinor, if I am positive 
in resolving, it shall not be Lord Ennerdale* 
He exacts no sacrifices, and therrfore ought 
not to be made one.** 
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• ^ If you had not spoken quite so sternly, 
my good brother," said ' Adela, ^^ I should 
say you had spoken like an oracle 1 But 
whence this wondrous attachment to Lord * 
£nnerda!e, whom, when I last quitted Rose- • 
down-Court, you did not even know by 
sights ^ 

" No unfair play, Adela," exclaimed Mrs. 
Somerville, ** the elucidation of that mystery 
is my provinice : and as I have not the small- 
est chance of distinguishing myself, Hke my 
lord and thaster, in the didactic style of ora« ' 
tory, pray leave me the descriptive,'* 

" You are two saucy critics," cried Mr. 
Sonierville, *^ and are seeking to persuade 
*^^me that the wisest determination I ever made 
in my life, has been* expressed in the des- 
potic language of a Bashaw! But your 
comments trouble me not. I feel and know 
that I am right. I act from no motives of 
self-interest, and am guided by no sentiments 
of unjust partiality. The pleasure I promise ' 
myself from the society of Lord Ennerdale, ' 
would be encreased bythefi'iendly partici* 
pation of JuKus ;— if shall not, however, be 
destroyed by his unreasonable enmity. But 
now, Elinor, tell your story. I grow some* 
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what mcHce eanie&t than I wish, and »hall be 
,glad to divert my thoughts.'' 

'^ Well Ihee, nw dear Adela/' laid Mrs. 
SoHierville^ ^^ you must endeavour to recal 
ito jfpi^ remembrance^ that pace upon a time^ 
•there lived in a solema pld oastl^ close to 
aur more modern and humble habitationi a 
redoubt^ Feery famous for .loving to be at 
Vftmoee with all his neighbours^ and invet^ 
lately ilMifiposed, in particular^ against Qur 
whole raee. This cmiiable personage^ you 
doubtless recollect^ wa^ ei^ktitied Ossely. He 
had a lady aad two daughters ; a nephew^ 
^ho was. his. heir, and eke his son-ia4aw4 
^d a niece who waa hia ward. , These illusr 
trious folks> we never encpanteied; except 
^ntbejcii^-a highway, or at church— *the 
last jdaee where I vm anxious to. see people 
^hose pri& alwaya put my own self-conse- 
queuce into a ferment I As for the. youthful 
^ii*^; he so sfeldom .visited the castle after his 
^^narriage^ d^ of him we beheld aothijig; 
ai)d.gi|idiiaUy|; almost forgDtthat such* a fur 
i<ise neighhottP was in re^ierve for us. B^t one 
^9 tH^ Boblis old VisGouni died! And not a 
*»4i 1 verily believci has. to thir hottr> ro^ 
"•^HjAwed tot bestow; tipo& hia memory iiif 
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tribute of a tear. I am very certain^ at leasts 
that the poor in our vicinity^ have hitherto 
remitted that ceremony. How the rich 
might acquit themselves — ^being by custom, 
better versed in etiquette, it is not for me to 
determine. I can only say, with the vera7 
city of a conscientious historian, that what- 
ever te^rs were due to him from ttSy remaia 
yet to be shed. But peace to his manes ! 
I should not have spoken of him with- such 
levity, had I remembered a single good qua- 
lity for which he was worth lamenting. 

" He had the comfort, however, just in 
time to grace his epitaph with the title, of 
succeeding, a few weeks previous to his de. 
mise, to the honours of an Earldom : and 
the poor simple man, thought it worth his 
while, even from a sick bed, to order the 
emblazoning of his new heraldic dignities 
on every coach, chariot, chaise, waggon, 
cart^ and wheelbarrow in his possession. It 
Was from seeing these ensigns armorial fresh* 
ly painted over the door of a little inn he 
had ^ established on the outskirts of his de- 
mesne, that we first learnt his recently-ac- 
quired distinctions. Two days afterwards, 
we beard of hi^ death 1 Was ixot this carry- 
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ing the ruliiig paQsion to tiie grave ? And^ 

• • • 

in the course of three .or four weeks^ we 
had the edi^cation of beholding, ju«t oppo« 
site our pew, ip. the parish church, a pom- 
pous escutcheon, and near it, a marble mo* 
nQtnental slab, setting forth, in large letters, 
the birth, death, age, and titles of Adolphu» 
Mordiagton, VisQount Osaely, and Earl of 
Ennerdale !— Do you not think his honours 
came to him at a happy moment ?" — . 

** I think, my dearest Eleanor, that yon 
are, on this subject, inhumanly sarcastic.** 

" Perhaps I am : but I have no wish to 
dissemble the decided antipathy with which 
I regard every man of great riches, yet great 

I uselessness. — A splendid funeral, performed 

! in the country, from which the rastics turn 
away with ei^pressive indifference, always 

I gives me, if the deceased has resided amongst 
them, a bad opinion of his . past life, and 
fills me with indignation against his charac« 

I ter. Popularity may be so cheaply purchas- 
ed in a village, that to forfeit it entirely, the 
owner of a large mansion must have been a 
ni^aord of the very fragments whieh weve 
carried from his table : for these alone, given 
with cheerfulness at his gate^ lyould secure 
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Jkmtsome |>ortioiL of regtiTd^ But ^ kte 
J^rd Emiefdale^ though the OSiepYI^ belk 
jtoUed for him, I believe^ d wh^te <]^y;«^-^ 
iiioiigh more feadieffl^ Sdnrft, andhMba^Mk 
appeared, at his obaequiea thati the peasaitttt 
)iad ever seeo before, attmeted none but 
chtlcken to foU<^w his beaiise) and was calob- 
ly sufl^red to proeeed to hi« grave with this, 
negative renuiric: >They be ringing^ I be- 
lieve for the graU: shy Lord that Hved in 
yond fine casde* I dbd never hear of much 
good 1^ did. Mayhap hta hehr may be a 
difien^t sort of main^ like T " 
: *^ We will hope he may T cried Adela.-** 
^^ I trusl^ indeed^ he i^ims no risk of ever 
pMwoking so sorry an elegy !-^But t& depart 
from ^ digseuiotky and come, at tetxgtb^ td 
the comiMiicement of our aequaihtence If tth 
Ima^ Tbe fine (Mtle had been shut up for 
tiaa^a months^ and we knevir not, nor, m 
4ttttb were i«ry solieitous to learn, how 
'moch l^ger it imgbt ftwm in empty grda^ 
deur^ Oho clear bright morning, hoivever, 
wkibt ycm were at' Pine^'Lodige, tfiennrseof 
any t«ro littfe girtf, came to me witiNL tbe 
feoe cf mn anxioas pefitioner. Her mother*, 
a very oiged woman, resi^ng in a village M 
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some miles distance^ die totd me iras tlarm* 
toglf ilL A neigbbour had been to Roie« 
doifrn to eommunicate to her tlie inteUt* 
gence, and poor Margaret earnestly besought 
me to let her go and irisit this sick parent 
immediately : — ^You will eaf^y believe, that 
so reasonable a request met with no refusal^' 
But Mai^ret had not yet obtained all that 
she desired. The venerable invalid, she- 
said, was particularly fond of both the little^ 
ladies— -meanii^ my two girls«^biit Mia& 
l^len, the yoongeet, she i|utte doated upon 9 
and, if 1 would consent to her taking Ilie> 
child w«& her, ahe was sure it would be the* 
greatest cordial to her mother iii the whole 
world!~-I represented to the good creature^ 
the additional fatigue the would inteur, by 
Wtheniog herself with so helpless a com*^ 
patiion ; but finding her still very solicitoua< 
to gain her point, I ofi^red her the conve*^ 
nience of some sort of carriage. She dfe- 
dined the proposed with many thanks; aver- 
ring, that in every species of covered vehi- 
cle, she was aiwa}n» ill ; and niaking sO' 
tight dr t^ walk, and of the distance^ that^ 
in the end, I assented to her scheme* 

" It was yet early, and the nurse set 

VOL. iu« l> 
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&>rth on her expecHtion with the delighted 
little girl, jurt as Mr. Sonierville and I were 
going to breakfast. I charged her to return 
before it wa« dark, and, relying on her • 
punctuality, thought no more of the matter 
till towards three or four o'clock. The day, 
which had hitherto continued serene and fair, 
then began to change. Some heavy clouds 
lowered in the horizon ; a cold, bleak wind- 
whistled through th^ trees, and, in short, 
every indication that could prognosticate a 
wet^ and, perl^iaps, stormy afternoon, suc- 
cessively appeared. — I then most heartily 
repented the too easy consent which I .had 
given. Mr. . Somerville was out ; but I, ap- 
plied for the Opinion of the gardened, and 
of every weather-wise domestic about the- 
house. They all confirmed my apprehen- 
sions ; and I was meditating to send one oi 
the most intelligent amongst them to meet 
the poor pedestrians with warm cloaks and 
an umbrella. But, lo ! at that very moinent, 
a loud clap of thunder, followed by a tre- 
mendous shower of mingled hail and rain, 
gave so serious an increase to my alarm, 
that I instantly ordered one of the carriages 
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to be got ready^, purposing to go in it my^ 
self in search of the dripping wanderers. 

^^ Mr. Soflserville^ meanwhile, came in, 
and whilst the horses were hastily putting 
to, we «till remained in the hall^ lamenting: 
the unfortunate teranination of an excursio& 
so auspiciously b^up. Suddenly a tsw\, 
whose streaming apparel dduged the pave* 
meat as he entered, rushed into the house*. 
He carried under his ample great-coat some 
sort of bundle, acid supported upon one arm 
my scared, adventurous, drenched, and con-> 
trite nurse* 

^^ Mr. Somerville and I, at the same in- 
stant, exclaimed—^ 

^^ Where is Ellen J — ^Margaret, for Hea*- 
ven sake ! where have you left Ellen ?" 

" Here's Ellen !" answered the supposed 
hmdle, peeping, laughingly, fron^ under 
the stranger's coat, 

** We both flew to her, and with gmteful 
joy received her into our arnis, scanty;. 
less dry and warm than if she had just de* 
scanded fifom the nursery. 

^^ How infinitely ai^ we indited to% 
ywT we oried^ addressing her unknown 

D 2 
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prateGjh>r» ^ thrs ts an- obUgaiion never, tq^ 
be repaid nor forgotten T 
. ^^ Whilat thus speakings we sought to 
obtain a view of his countenance^ obscured^ 
St once by his dripping hat and the dark*; 
ness attending the storm. He had not yet 
uttered a word, and the plainness of his. 
garb indicated nothing beyond a farmer ia- 
easy circums4ances« We were anxious to 
find in him a person of our own condition ; 
since no reward so readily suggested itself 
to our hearts to^ ofier him^ as pur devoted 
friendship. 

'^ At last the invidious hat was removed, 
and whilst it 'was undwgoing a manful 
swing to relieve it from the superabundanl: 
moisture pouring from it, a face so noble, 
•8o ingenttOtts^ so prepossessing presented it-. 
aiKif to our view, that we mutually and in- 
stantly concurred in thinkii^ it x)ould be- 
long to no one who was not ^ of this better 
order of bemgs.* -^ Adela, yem no doubt 
have g;uessed that It was the warso^hearted . 
•uccessor of the cold-hearted Lord Ennw^ 
dale whom we had the happiness of behold- 
ing I-^^ust as tile storm was bi||iniiing^ he 
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b^ diflcovered my poor Mai^aref^ exbausfi^ 
ed by fatigue, yet terrified at the approach*- 
ing delage^ seated oa % bank by the road 
^ide, at the cHstaace of nesrlyr & mile fronr 
fte home. She was out of the seach oc 
tiny better siaelter than the trees or hedges 
afforded, and foi\r^ aware of the insecurity 
c^ her post, y^ too.weary and dispirited to 
«tir. EUen^ insenisible of apprehelnsion^ ^ 
wai^piaytug around her, and busily engaged 
in sedcing for piimroses along the hanici 
To mH Margaaef s exbortatioas to come and 
at qoidiy midw tlae prottection of her dk>ak 

itt:'% cmi. WR«' w«r». fdli« SPtly f epKs4 tft 

liilMiki^ 

^^ Ldrd Emierdtfle was s^tiiek by the 
ft% (S[ iIm lifFdman in . stij^sing t^iat s6 
ifisi^fiilsM 'k toxFetifig wouM preserve th6 
child from the effects of the torrent which 
iie sa^ impeii^ng^ He stopped^ and urged 
tter, ;almo^ atogrily, to teert hersetf, and 
m^se the 1««bt ,of her way home. 

^ Lord help «s, ^nd dditer tisT iex^ 
dajltied Mai^ret, «ore disposed to cr^ 
tbaii tb rtiove, ** I hihfe not sdrength to carrf 
little taissa ^d farUh^, if my lifeitepend^ 
«d upon it! And l%i sai*e flfhe iMii*t %ie aMI 

P 3 
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to walk fast enough herself to escape one 
drop of rain, let me huny her ev^r so! 
Why, ' Sir, 1 have l^ad her in ray arms this 
morning (to be sure it was my own fault for 
asking to take her with me) during a walk 
of seven miles ; and now, I am^ so knocked 
up, I can neither lift my hand to my head^ 
nor set one foot before the other/* 

** Her good-natured auditor, when he 
had heard this account, ceased his renion^ 
strances, and, without waitmg to enquire 
how &r she had' to go, or to whom thechiM 
belonged, he raised the little' creature in his 
arms, at the' very moment the clouds began 
most furiously to discharge their contents^ 
Bidding the nurse lean on him for support, 
he then set forward with all the dispatch 
which, when thus doubly encumbered, he 
could use. ' 

" Do you think, my dear Adela, we 
could learn these particulars unmoved } Far 
otherwise: whilst Margaret, in the over- 
flowing thankfulness of her heart, detailed 
the whole history in the hall, we were ready 
to embrace her humane conductor, and 
could scarcely hear her to the end before 
we besought him to spend the remainder of 
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the day with us, and to suffer Mr. Somet*- 
ville to furnish hiin with dry garments. 

'^ After a moment's hesitation, he said^ 
with a smile, that though it was but ah 
awkward thing to a man to be his own in- 
troducer, yet, as he was well assured, that 
he must be personally a stranger to us, he 
thought it would be scarcely honourable to 
pr^^fit from our hospitality, without inform- 
ing U8 to whom it was extended.'*—-" If,** 
continued he, " I might be permitted to add 
the privilege of calling myself your friend, 
.to the pleaisant circumstance of being one of 
your nearest neighbours, I should always 
Consider this as a day of pecnltar good for* 
tune. You have honoured 'with an invita-* 
fion,^ the owner^ and, at present, the solitary 
inhabitkot of Mordington -Castle.** 

" Perhaps you are of opiaion, Ad^la," 
purmied Mrs. Somerville, " that on hearing 
/iuch intelligence, I ought immediately, in 
consideration of the duel with Julius, to 
Jhave sent for the lodges t broom in the hous^ 
and have swept the unhallowed intruder out 
at the door! But, in good truth, I wa» 
seized with no such sisterly fanaticism. The 
service our new friend had rendered us ; my 

D 4 
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ixmvictiQn^ that in the unfortunate afikir Off 
the challenge^ Julias had been the sole ag^ 
gressor'*— and above all, the fovourable im- 
pression wrought upcm my mind by the 
Earl's truly engaging deportment and appear- 
^lice-— -these . coQ^bined motives, some ra- 
tional, and some, I allow, a little feminine^ 
induced me to persevere po less frankly in 
my civilities aftfer he had announced himself 
th^n before I had any suspicion of his 
jUneskge and descent.^ 

*^ A thousand thanks, my dearest sister/* 
cried Adela, ^^ for this Teckai ; it has given 
me Very great plej^mire. Burt how mudi do 
I wi^h it could *bav6 be^-made in t&e pre-- 
s&kce of Jufius 1 Might id n<yt have |)rodiicell 
«pon him a disposition to relax a iittle in fa$% 
prejudices againrt Lord Einnardale i^ 

^^ Nothing is less probable* I really be« 
lieve that one great reason why Julius hat^ 
him to bitterly is, that he finds people iia 
general so much inclined to like him. Tfa^ 
fiwre be bears tlierefore in his commendation^ 
from us, in particular, the more tivill he be*- 
come confiriined in bis injustice, l^he wisest 
€>kn, I am ]per$uaded, which We can any c^ 
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XA pursue^ t^ifl |>e to talk of him a» iitt& 
before Julius ad ppssffble," 

Mt. Somerville now enquired upon ivliat 
temis Lord Eimerdate was with trhe General ? 

'* They freqtieptly oieet,** replied Ade1ii> 
^ and without the slightest symptoms of 
hostility ."* 

** Does he viisit in fietkeley-Sqtiare ? •* 
^ He never lias whilst I have been there.* 
** When did you see him last ?•* 
** Yesterday ; he overtook me id Aepailt 
to annomM!e yottr welcome arrival* 

Mr. SbmerviIIe now abruptly Martecl up— 
^ He knows then, that we are in town ? * 
fcried he — ^ That being the ease, I will g» 
Ais mitiiite and ask him to dinner." 



His lady made no opposition to the 
scheme, and he instantly sallied forth to pot 
it in elLecution; promising, at Adela^s re* 

* 

quest, likewise to call apon her brotfaer. 



CHAP. m. 

« 

€ O V T 11 A a T* 

WiftfiS the two sisters were alone— ** Yott 
W)Mtied raueb in yonr last letter, ihy dear 
girir ««d Mtb. SomenrUlc, ** of joox entire 

p 5 . 
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exeBiption> as far as relates to Julias^ of 
every sentiment of fear : but tell me ho- 
nestly^ is there not at least as much of this 
feeling as of love in the attentive observance 
which you seem disposed to pay him ? ^ 

^' N03 dearest Elinor, there is not indeed. 
-—I am almost apprehensive that it may sound 
arrc^nt again to declare, that, except my 
lather, I am not afraid of any one! — There 
are many, indeed, whom I would net wil* 
fully ofiend for the world ; and Julius is of 
the number ; but the sole reason is, that. I 
feel grateful to him^ and warmly attadied. 
Others, T should be equally reluctant to dia* 
please, from a sense of duty ; and some, I 
would remain at peace with, merely to avoid 
jthe trouble of a quarrel.** 
. " Then you are determined not to allow 
Juliuc to influence your attachments or avec^ 
•ions?" 

•^ I never will refuse to hear his ^ pleaded 
reasons : ' but, after hearing them, if I re- 
main unconvinced, I hope to preserve soffi-^ 
cient steadiness to act without any servile 
f^nd disipgenuous deference to his opinicms. 
In r^rd to Lord Ennerdate, I was at first 
apprefaoasive^ from the extraordinary um- 
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iyra^ h» speaking to me gave my brother, 
that something discreditable attached itsetf 
•to his character. Had that suspicion proved 
well founded^ I will do mysdf the justice to 
assert, that not even JuUus himself • could 
have dietated to me more dislike of Lord 
Eoincfdale than I should have been ready to 
feeL Knowing how upright and amiable be 
had. once been, I should have hated him for 
letting the world so easily corrupt a naturally 
good disposition. But I now more clearly 
<somprehend the whole affair. I see that my 
broljier is under the guidance of a stubborn 
and contraeted spirit of inveteracy^ I fore-* 
bede much useless discussion with hjm : but 
whilst the object of his aversion appears to 
me' in a blameless light, I will accustom 
fuyself, as much as possible, to lisl^n^ to thi 
misrepresentations of his^etiemies^ with c^m* 
posure, and to act as though I heard them 

not." 
Mrs. Som^rviHe was highly gratified by 

tldts speech : 

" Perhaps/' said she, ** I am hardly com- 
petent, in the jpresent case, to be an impar- 
tial jddge of < your determination : but it 
seems to. me so equitable and M^se, that £ 

1^ 6 
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know dofc how my thivg cooid (^ mUteA 4^ 

fe the Mwse of tfie moramg^ Mrs. Giki«^ 
land and Jdmitna paid a viait in Comberlttid 
Place. Adota was in her ^crvrn a{fai;ti»e«t 
lyben theyitftivedy and JLoetv not that tbef 
had' been in the hoiiae tifl after thef kaA 
kftit. 

^^ I Was ¥diy sdrti** said Mrs» Somtfi^lttci^ 
^^ that you had no particular wish to sei 
4h^i ; and as their dtay was shorty and tbegr 
only etiqiiired bow you did^ without kBpt0t» 
ii^ any anxiety to make the enqtniy id 
persoft^ I thought that it was needttess t0 
diaturb you. Our good Anrft loo&a as milcA 
like one ef the eveigiiedn beauties of Cleo^ 
patra's Sitock^ whom ^ age cannot wither/ as 
when I last saw her. Were her temper biit 
as s&aobfb as her Wow, what an Aunt would 
she %e ! Biit^ xhy dear Adela^ l^ah you inrter^ 
pret to me the meaning of poor Jeminiay 
moody aqpect? — She put me in imn4 the 
whole time she staid^ of the woman Madame 
de S^gn^' deacHb^^ who appeariod as- if 
she had signed a ccmipact with Satan/ akid 
the day was sfqIxroBdiing to dleliver h^^riielf 
up ! I assure you> there was a soUetfnesa m 



who Aiied ^ h% tibe pbntesC ^prali^ iiiliur 
itm%i ficarceljr iu^pufd a: cbaea Wends wlultfl 
the visit lasted. What can all IfaEis isei.li' 
jt4i8app(>iiited<ambi4i<ni }r Or does-slk f^edl^r 
fancy herself in love ? "" _ > 

^' ri)elTev< s*d Adefe^ ^ 'that ft t*i a 
Ittti^ the Insult ^f Mh. We emnot 4b1I 
ivhtft ico|i8%iud^ [s^ totiajir have, put (upoli 
4#y |^9t. att^n^cm whM^ Ldrd £niidrdatfe 
^ dl^wn hen Certain it is, thai iahe noiir 
MMm yery miserable ; and I an ^sameimiet 
l99)ptecl tp i^in^ lie cmried hk wimeanifilr 
civilities forfhetihan, .inlrtrictx!o«UeMtM% 
cf her teture happiness, he oiagiht.to have 
done. — No rational efeature daaid jkwve itai^ 
hiiS^d' ^o eonfirfEfcbd . a prediltedo^ > mth^ot 
fe^iv^i^ some adequ&tfe eneovra^^BMot.'* 

^ But ivbo hitts faeian msh enoi^h to msa&k 
that Jemima i$ a rational ci^are<? -Oi^e 
characteristK of such a wet of aaittial wfai^ 
she used ^ to Ijave^-lfiigfasK^-— sfae has tfow^ 
giveai up ; and i realign knim motcMy 0tlu»v 
which in strict integrftj^ jdie could be said t<| 
possess*. She has quickness, a&d voliibilfty^ 
a&d skill, to a certain ^tent, in managing 
her own little i>itiftd cabrfs: but if by ^i^ 
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fftioiiaUtyy yau mean judgment^ justice^ no« 
iideration^ and undesigning frankness— •'Je* 
inima has not a particle of these qualities in 
fcer nature/* 

At this moment^ Mr. Somerville return' 
ed. 

J ^^ I have seen your brother," cried he, 
^addressing Adela, ^^ and he is coming here 
.fay and by, to shake hands with Elinor. 
Lord Ennerdale cannot dine with us, but he 
will call in the evening. I found with him 
a relation, a Mr. Annesley, who married 
his late wife's sister. They were both en- 
gaged to dine at Mrs. Elmer's.**-* 

^^ Do you know that lacty, my dear £Ii« 
nor ? aiquired Adela"— ^ 

« Very slightly : but why do you ask ?*•— 

^' Because I ought to call upon her. Sh% 
left a card for me in Berkeley-Stjuare, and 
Lord Ennerdale gave me rather . a serious 
sort of lectnre for omitting to return it."— 
•. ^* He was perfectly ri^tl" cried Mr. 
Somerville, ^^ she is a woman of irre* 
proachable characbr.**. . • • 
, *^ And of some eccentricity !'* interrupted 
Nis wife-— ^* however^ the visit shall be scni-^ 
ilously paid to-morrow.**~ 



In the erening, Julius, according to 
mpoiaiment, made his appearance. He 
greeted Mrs. Somervilie with afiectionate 
pleasure ; was in high spirits, and congra^ 
tolated Adela very heartily on being eman- 
cipated from her recent prison. 
. " Prison ! •* repeated Mrs, Somervilie^ 
with surprise, " I thought she went out 

perpetually*** 

rU Whether it was their fault for making 
every engagement disagreeable," resumed 
Julius, ^' or her's, for being too ready to 
think them so, I know not : but it is a fect^ 
^at for this last week or 'ten days, she hay 
been as completely immured as if sentenced 
for her sins to solitary confinement."*-* 
" He then asked to see the children ; but 
being told that they had been gone to bed' 
above an hour, he said — ^^ well, good rest 
betide them ! I never invited myself to look 
at babies before ; but I thought it would be 
a pretty compliment to Elinor, as their 



mammta.^- 



u 



And now, I suppose/* cried Mrs. So- 
ttierville, laughing, *^ your conscience will 
be at rest, if you don't see them for this 
Bfiiaithr 



$4 ttaam 4ur rKMnam: 

^^ It oertntnly is^ now^ your afiitir in^re 
^npi DMim^ I have Jdcim iflie «if3 4iMsg 
#aGe^ and I .i^ron^t promise you that I tfhicti: 
xeme«ib^ to do it again»*^--»- 

A knocic at the street tbbr, ma^mMtig 
another visitor, war then heard. Mw. Sb-» 
mei:Ttl)e^ And Adela^ antidpating the en- 
tmOiCifi of Lord Ennerdaie, lookeif M eacli 
other with some trepidation. But Jtiiitis^ 
without obtiemikg it, weftt (»i gaily taikifig, 
till a servant, coming up staif^ anttoilf]^^ 
I^rd Eimerdale. 

Adela. venluted.Kiot to raise lier «y«s ftotti 
the Work which jfae had a moment before 
ffoatched qf « Mr. asd Mfs. Sotrfervi^^ 
however*, both approaehed the Earl wrda 
great cordiaility, and thanked ima ibr being, 
ao faithful to bis ptrotattse*^ 

^^ When I heard where ycm intendecl 
to 4ine^ tny Lord,** said Mrs. Somervilfe^ 
^ I own, I had fa^t littfe hope of seeing* 
you. How is it that yo& oouU contrive 
to depart from your agreeable hoakeas 9» 
early ?'*^ 

^^ Early and Iste «re "eonparatilre tenns,'*^ 
fq[died he ;— ** to yon, my dear Mrs. So- 
merville, my visit may appear unseasonaUgr 
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early; ta myself^ I assure you^ it sedmt^ 
unooiifldontibly kte*"*" 

He th^ adrailLGed td^warda Adtto^ and 
passing near her iMother^ toroed his h^ad to 
look ^t bin9« The deepest crimson dyed 
the cheeses ef both, as their eyes first met r 
in those of Jfalins^ instantly appeared an 
expression ctf kiikUing liostility, which it 
was evident be did not even wish to dis« 
guise ; and in his Attitude and whole demea? 
Qour^ there was -a maonfestetson of pricb 
and statelxiiesa, that not €hwin ,Mf # Somei^ ^ 
wile could vapw witisKyirtradami. 

Lord £«lnardate saw lit aHj: bnt.4|6aa^ii 
with the :eoo}ness of a nan fdateioiiasA, M 
the pr^ieocse of ladi^s^ »oft to caciUiftit atiy 
»^8cibility^ <not to imlolge any isitempersite 
feelings. Slightly^ but calnily bowrng^ theses 
fore, ht proceeded lorwaord^ an^, in his ac^^ 
customed tone of voite, .said to Adela j*^?^ > 

^' I am charged by Mrs.. Efaoer. mkl^ 
xifttiy <:oqbpHiBients io you, ami strictly ^en** 
joined to say^ ihat she faofyeft Mrs.jSomer^ 
^Se'« kmviil ^ tsowv)^ m& depvive you oT 
^i^fy^KCQjse.^ ^ot letting ^ker see more <£ 

m^^\ 
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Adela recovering her own tranquillity by 
the view of his, bestowed upon him a smile 
of the gentlest gratitude for his forbearance, 
and cheerfully answered :— 

^^ My sister and I came to a resolution, 
this very morning, of defemhg no longer 
than till to-morrow our first visit to her.** 

They then all arranged themselves round 
the table at which she was sitting ; and Mr». 
Somerville, not wholly without success, eii-r 
deavoured to introduce subjects of general 
Conversation, and to establish ease and har- 
mony amot^t all present. Her newly -arri*- 
Ved guest most readily gave into her design ; 
be was communicative, yet no monopolist 
of attention ; and animated without affects 
ing any peculiar display of gaiety. Adela 
had never beheld him to more advantage, 
nor ever witnessed so genuine an instance of 
tiative good-temper blended with acquired 
good-breeding. : ^ 

The contrast offered by Julius, obstinately 
silent, and sullenly observant, was striking 
and grievous. He seemed determined either 
to out-stay the Earl, or so exactly to measure 
the length of his own visits as to depart at 
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the same moment. Each of his sisters oc- 
casionally addressed * him : but he disdained 
the ceremony of answering them ; looked 
more gloomy in proportion as he was more 
courted ; and had his influence and author 
rrty been adequate to his unsocial humour, 
would have thrown a complete damp over 
the spirits of the whole party/ and have 
sealed up every body*s lips as closely as his 
own. 

On any other occasion^ Mrs. Somervill^ 
availing herself of the privileges of elder- 
ship^ would not have scrupled to animadvert 
upon his iil-humour with the raillery it de- 
served : but she knew the danger of exaspe- 
rating still further a spirit already upon the 
qui vive, and prompt^ on tiie slightest pro* 
vocation^ to burst out into a blaze. She 
therefore hazarded no observation upon his 
reserve^ and not even an expostulating look 
vas directed towards him. Growing weary, 
at lengthy of the unamusing part he was 
performing, and recollecting also an engage* 
ment which called him elsewhere, he sud- 
denly started up, and without individually 
addressing any body, bluntly uttered a growl* 
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ing '^ Good nighV* and made his truly^wel* 
tome^xit. 

Lord Ennerdale^ from ^lolives of delicac^> 
fokd the rest of the party> from feetkigs of 
idmmei^ /forbore^ after he was goHe» from 
Biakii\g any remark ypon his conduati or 
from evea mentioning his name*. All^ how^ 
ever, were sensible of the rpUef afforded by 
|iis departure f, and an increase ef thaerr 
fulness resulted from it^ which rendered them 
so unconscious of the progress of twi^ 'liiat 
xnidnight furived, *«re any id&Aiaf se] 
Jbad occulted; iio th^nu 






Th£ next mornings Mrs. SomerviUe an^ 
Adela drove to Mrs. Elmer's as soon as the 
accustomed hour of visiting permitted it^ and^ 
Ifiot only found her at home, but were re^ 
ceived with the most flattering distinction* 
She volunteered to Adela her offers of ser- 
vice as a Chaperon, whenever Mrs. Somer* 
lille was disinclined to go 0|ut; jpressed hojf: 
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ft) accept seat that night in her box at the 
Opera ; lent to both the sisters several new* 
ly published books, and, in short, was so 
liberal of her courtesy, and so obviously de» 
sirous to ingratiate herself into their favour^ 
ftat after quitting her, Mrs. Scfmerville could* 
m>t help laughingly observing— 

^^ You have had a warm friend, Adda, at 
the court of this ' fashionaU^' sovereign T I- 
have for some yeai's been accustoflied W 
meet her occasionally, and we have €acli 
stood npon the other's visiting«-Iisft almost 
from the time I first married : but to gra- 
ciously disposed as «he appeared at this' 
morning's interview, I had never yet in any* 
d^ree beheld her. Pray commend me to a' 
continuation of the good offices which faW 
i^dy owe to the favourite and counselled 
whose interest with this Lady has been so^ 
iuccesrfully exerted for yoursetfl'*— • 

*' i assuredly wiU,** answered Adela^ smiU 
ingi ^* But tell me, my discetning, ai^ 
niceiy^analyzing sister, what is your reid 
opinion of Mrs. Elmer ? You «peak of her' 
in a w^ that leads me to think, you enter** 
tiin no vay high esteem for her.** — 

•* She is,— but emf re nws be it spok^i— 
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a sort of character which I should tremble 
to see you much connected with, were I less 
confident of your good sense, your good tastej 
and your good principles. She is not ad- 
evicted to any glaring improprieties ; she is 
no gamestress ; she has escaped all stigma on 
the score of gallantry ; she pays her trades- 
men, and she behaves tolerably to her family 
l^d dependents. But her craving appetite 
for notoriety, makes her guilty of many out- 
cageous breaches of true* feminine delicacy. 
She talks loud in public; she aims always at 
being the principal object of general atten- 
tion, the * cynosure of neighbouring eyes.* 
She is confident, &miliar, and overbearing in 
ber manners towards men ; and very often 
insolently n^ligent towards women* To 
say the truth, she constantly reminds me^ 
though ambitious of being thought original^ 
of an humbte copyist of some saucy womau, 
of fashion in a Novel or a Play. These are 
<iiaracters which, if their delineator have 
any other meaning in describing them, than 
to write an amusing and vendible book, are 
probably less intended for imitation than for 
beacons.. But they are often so sportively, 
8Q. glitteringly drawn; so much popularity 



nAITS OF NATURE. 71 

seems attached, and so much influence is 
ascribed to them, that they allure infinitely^ 
more followers than the less flippant and im- 
perfect heroines with whom they are meant 
to contrast. ' Let not Mrs. Elmer, however, 
dearest Adela, allure ycu to renounce the 
unaffected and unobtrusive simplicity of de- 
meanour, for which I am persuaded, that, 
even in this sophisticated town, you will 
gain many sincere admirers. Never adopt 
theodrous maxim, so openly in vogue amongst 
some of our Misses, that a slight degree of 
affectation is a nece^ayy ingredient to pro- 
cure attention: the young and handsome 
debase themselves by such paltry arts ; and 
what charm can they give to the old and 
ugly?"- ^ 

'^ With such a friend as you are, to guide 
and counsel me, I trust, my dear Elinor, I 
am tolerably safe. But is Lord Ennerdale. 
quite justifiable in wishing me so much to 
form an intimacy with a woman like Mrs.' 
Elmer?"— 

*^ Lord Ennerdale has known her -from 
the time he left College — known her, till the 
glare of her follies has mellowed upon his 
observation, and lost all its power strongly 
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:to vff^sck his senses. ^ He would distinguish 
lhein» nd doubt, most plainly in a new ac« 
quuntaace ; but long habit blunts our sen* 
aibilit^ equally of defects and beauties^ Be- 
^des^ I am firmly of opinion, that very few 
flien are competent to deci^ upon a woman's 
Kal merit, till they are old enough to have 
4au^ter8 grown up. As parents, they view 
female manners, thefy listen to female eon- 
tersation, and^^ey attend to female proprie-> 
ty with feelings widely difiering from those 
with which they cursorily marked all these 
particulars whil^ only- seeking, as young and 
unconnected individuals, lAieir own amuse- 
Ihexit^ and the shortest way of murdering 
time. Lord Eiinerdate, also, I make no 
doubt, takes into consideration, your evident 
siqieriority to the common run t>f unreflect- 
ing girls, and deem& you safer, because he 
knows yon to be more reasonable. *He lias 
a high opinion of Mrs. Elmer^s goodness of 
I^art ; he is witness to her being visited and 
courted by women of the first respectability ; 
he knows her parties to be the pleasantest 
and most attractive in town ; and he hears 
from her own lips^ that she is particularly 
desirous^ to cultivate your acquaintance. Are 
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not these suflicient reasons fb excuse the 
ze^V with which he seeks to forward her 



views f** 



" There is one test,** said Adela^ *' to 
which^ if I could bring this affair^ I 'should 
be perfectly contented." 

" What is that?" 

^^ I should like to ascertaiti, whether the 
intercourse he so solicitously recommends 
to me> he would^ with equal readiness^ 
sanction in his sister." • « 

" Oh, I can fully satisfy- your doubts on 
jdiathead. Not only Miss Mordington, but 
old Lady Ennerdale, the severest advocate 
for the banishment from society of all sus- 
picious' desert, visit Mrs. Elmer witho at 
the smallest scruple.. If/ have been more 
backward in seeking her society, it is be- 
cause I do not like her, and my acquaint- 
ance- amongst those whom I do like, is suf* 
ficiently extensive. — Now are you disposed 
to be quite in chanty again with your old 
friend Algernon ?" 

" Yes^ dear Elinor; for what a well- 
principled man would countenance in his 
lister, no other woman has a right to think 
him inconsiderate for approving in her also." 

\0L. III. £ 
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^^ PlatOj thorn reasofisl welH^^l like your 
criterion much ; and the inference yoa hay^ 
drawn from it still better.*' 

Julius had departed from Cumberfand 
Place in so indignant a dispos^itiony that lie 
almost formed the rash deteroaination 4)i 
never going thither again. Several days^ 
indeed, elapsed^ during which he wholly 
•kept aloc^; and as perseverance in error 
does but strengthen and <;onfirm its jnvet&- 
ney, and they who have long gone wronj; 
become asham^ at last of going rights it is 
probable he might have adhered to his un* 
Jbrotherly resolution throughout the wbc^ 
tmony had not Adela prevailed upon Mrs* 
Somerville to 8t<M!;in his castle^ at she called 
ity and to pompei him^ first to a parleys 
and then to w accommodation* 

In plain terms^ the two sif^ters drove owt 
morning to Hertford Street at an hour that 
gave him no pretence to deny them aihnis-' 
sion npon the plea of. being from home; 
amd aflecting to deride or overlook nil bis 
(epulsive airs, they forced him to hold a 
conference, which, however fmpromisi»g a( 
the outset, ended in his consenting to^ join 
their party that day at dinner, upon the 
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expresB coaditidn, ibat no gMst avoWedlj 
dbnoKioQS to bim should be admitted. 

*^ Wc are so wittn^, my dear Julius,** 
said Mrs* Somenrille, ^ to contribute our 
share towards spoiling you in your manhood 
as much as you were spoilt in your infancy, 
that neither my husband nor I wilf object, 
now mid then, to any terms which you may 
chuse to ]pr<>pose previous to granting us the 
honour of your higli and mighty presence! 
To day all is safe* There is iiot the snial« 
lest xrhance of your encountering, wiihiii 
oor walls^ the object you so' irreconcilably 
detest, for he is gcme down to Windsor til^ 
WS%X Tuesday. But, by way <X providing 
i^inst fiitiire accidents, would it not bo a 
good jdan to keep in pay, between this 
house and ours, a sort of iruniiiii^ footmanj 
to convey hourly intelligencf^ to you of all 
&e exits from, and ^trances Wo, ouif 
mansion? Will you contribute your qtiot« 
towards the expences of sttch a domesticl** 

^^ Do you tl»en siip}K>se that I wish Xd 
avoid your idol irotn motives of fear T^ cried 
the initdble Julius—" Let roe but mee?t 
htm upon fieutral ground/ and T care not if 
\ jostle agai&M him every howr in the day ? 

£ 2 
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But to sit and hear him flattered^ famiecl 
upon^ . concurred with on every^ subjiect, ex* 
alted in his own imagination into a Phoenix^ 
a Demr-God! — By Heaven^ it makes nie 
sick!" 

*^ This is not being so noble an enemy 
my dear Julius/ said Mrs. Somerville, *^ as 
notwithstanding all the imperfections of 
your character, its openness and gfenerosHy; 
would, lead one to expect. I can allow for 
the madness of unpremeditated passion : had 
I been born of the masculine gender, I can 
easily suppose^* that, ^ jealous, in honour^ 
«udden and qyick in quarrel/ I might have 
been as petulant and waspish an Achilles as 
yourself. But then, I Sim willing also to 
believe that, when the phrenzy of themo* 
m^nt was pastr— vvhen a personal encounter 
with my adversary had taken place, in which 
either his blood or my own had been shed, I 
should have sought (for the next indulgence 
of my prowess) a new antagonist. You, 
on^the contrary, seem but. the more confirm- 
ed in your hatred for having, once already, 
settled your difference^ as it is called, with 
your opponent. You will not allow us to 
suppose that it is a difference which ever 



/ 



TILAITS OF NATURE/ 7.7 

can be settled ! Ah, . Julius ! is this real 
feraveiy ? Is it a proof of a good, a liberal* 
hearted nature ?" 

«. " Curves on the man/* exclaimed Julius^ 
lA violent eaijetion, ^^for whose sake I am' 
thus^ schooled and lectured ! — rElinor, I can- 
not— ^1 will not bear it ! Hi? name is abhor- 
ipent 16 my. ears ! his sight loathsome to my 
eyes ! You, all, I perceive, are, in a confe-^ 
derapy to support bim. He^has been the 
dhief standard, of excellence with Adela 
nearly from her infancy. Little does she. 
suspect upon what fallacious grounds I You 
have liow elected hinj, Elinor, to.thehigh^ 
^st rank amongst yo\ii:;Owa objects of wor-?. 
^ip. Somerville more than participatesrr^ . 
he even exceeds you both in the.sam^ spe-f 
cies of in&tuation ; and that designing on. 
comantic fooi; . Jemima, has no shame in^ 
proclaiming that sheis^dying for him I-r-l9 
ilpt. all this. enough from pne family ? WHjl* 
ipust /,S likewise, bow to the imag^ you 
have set, up r \ 

'' Well, well,'' cried Mrsi. Spmerville, .".a- 
truce with thesp useles3. bickerings. Re-^ 
member you have pasacjd your fvord tpdino 
with us this day ; and remember that, were; 

£ 3 
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yke, in Compliance witb your humotir^ to 
banish Lord En&erdsde entirely from our 
house^ you can scarcely enter any aftsanMy, 
any club> any public place^ w even pace 
through the streets, withdut beholding hini» 
You cannot deny him the priWi^ of breathy 
ing the same air with you ; yon caamst iiu 
terdict him from fire anfl water, and force 
him either to starve, dr go iiitb voluntary 
exile*; Take j^ence, then, dieur Jttliias; 
and rather endeavour to rdax in yonr hatred 
towards him, tkan> sufier it io extinguirii 
youf afiectft>n for us* 

This conversation, impatiently as it had 
been borne at the time, operated, hovrever^ 
some good ctfect tpim Julius, ftindueed 
him neither entirely to reUnqoidi his visits 
in Cumberlaiid PlAce, nor to make so cajnbd 
a crime of the favourable reception whieh 
he atill isaw gra&ted there to Lord Bnnciw 
dtte; Yet tfi^e v^as wit o^rvatbn wbieii 
be made during these viiits, with grea^ iadl> 
perhaps, not unfounded displeasure^ which 
be "was ei^er to sc&2» the earliest opportuh* 
nity of iioaitQiinieating to Adela : 

** Can ybta endure,** cried he, ** to let Eit* 
isi^dale thmkj becamie he is rich and ft peer» 
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ai^ ycM «aTe poor and a jcomsaaaer, thM jrou 
iinUingiy stand bjr to jnce him coarted to 
\xc9me your admirtr ? . Thb SomcmUeii 
in tiseir 2eal to behold you ia CounCessi are 
making yoo w cheap to him, that he hutt« 
ielf noli be the 6rst to puoish their felly aaA 
ywBLT mcaniif S8^ by treatii^. you with coo* 
tempt and impertinence P 
v *^ Good Heaven, JaiiiM T eacclaiined A£k^ 
hy extremely shocked^ ^^ what bitter 
stpeng^ of languiige do yon we!^-^Wfaea 
hair^ <hey made me cheap to him i Wfaea 
have tiiey shewn any desire to obtmin for me 
his admiration r^ 

^^ Are yoa^Bdly 80 blind to their proceeds 
kiga? Then thank mefor opemng your ^et^ 
and profit from my wamiog. Ev^n if yoof 
own secret wishes corre8j[K>nd with theitSj 
lemember that it is always bad pdiey to 
aeoept iLe interibreni^e of indiscreet eoadju* 
lors^ Btft I wi8 now bring forward somt 
nastanoeb in support of my asserticjfi. Wheal 
Ennerdafe is present, what subject is evef 
Matted that does not instantly csdl ^ortb froM 
Mr. Somerville an aflSbcted appeal to yonr 
<^nion? Wh«tengagementiseferprcq[iosed 
for you and Elinor Mfhiph be does not seek 

S4 
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to make Ennerdale a party in ? Who wiU 
he, at table^ ever suffer to sit beside! yoUy 
except this titled visitor? To whom else 
fioes he half so eagerly endeavom* to make 
you exhibit your talents ? And to whom 
else does he so clumsily, so surfeitingly^ 
expatiate upon the sweetness of yx>ur temper, 
and your unrivalled qualifications for do- 
mestic life'?— If these glaring, and indelicate 
evidences of Somerville's purpose, are .so- 
obvious even to me, judge how . infinitely' 
more manifest they must be to the penetra- 
ting Elinor ! Yet she attempts . no method 
of checking or discountenancing them, and, 
therefore, in my estimation, is still more 
censurable than her bustling husband. It 
rests, then, with you, Adela, to assert your 
9wn dignity by repressing these ill-judged 
advances : and, as a further incitement to 
you so to do, I will now confide to you, 
what was the original cause of the offence 
Yv^hich I conceived against this arrogant En- 
perdale at Eton. It was reported to me, 
shortly after his arrival, that he had. been 
heard declaiming with particular eloquence 
upon the dishonour that was attached to 
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being descended- from parents who had been 
divorced!** - - - -, 

Adela started, and a pang of the keenest 
mortification shot through her bosom. 
* /^ lam not asserting,*! continued, her bro* 
l^er, ^^ that when this depreciating lainguagef 
was held; :£nnerdale« knew that Jt ;appHe4' 
either lo you, or to me : possibly he. did. not. 
But it has excited iii me a resentment against 
him, which no lime can ever .extmguish.— r. 
And ask, yourself, Adela,T-have you much 
ehance of subjugating .the proud heart of 
9ne, who, whilst, still a boy, protclaicaeAi 
that the infamy of sueh a parentage,. w.ouJl4 
Jteach him to hate his existence, .and ta re- 
gard an early death as the only blessing tp 
be prayed for ! '* .- - 

r *^ Atas, afas ! ** exclaimed the deeply 
humbled Axlela, " every succeeding day morf: 
feelingly convinces me tHaIhe was right !*--* 
I came to town, fearless and confiding^ 
The errors of my unhappy mother weref 
ht from being thought of with in^nsibi- 
iity by me : but I trusted that* they wer€ 
now eith^r^ittle-rememb^ed, or, that hm 
llig> guiltless of misconduct myaelf, < th^t 
W9rld wQUldnot have had the harshhe«8 to 

E 5 
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vilit them that striedy «qp6n«3r head; Unit 
bope is over ; and with it has vati)$bed aU 
Aiost every sebtiment of seeuritjr widi which 
I used to raise my eyes in !tecietgr«^ 
- ^ This^'* cried Jatiw, concerned to «ee 
her 80 s«:busly dejected^ ^^ is going too ftr« 
Th0 firaHttes of Lady Rosalvan aflfect nol die 
purity of your icfaancter* Why shodid yoQ 
mxtk^t them to make you droop thus despair^ 
ingly ?<— Revive^ my dear Adeb, bo self- 
fespeet«*to a proper sense of yoiir otvm 
worth ; and tet not the injarioisa fiuitidioQa^ 
aess of me individual, give yon so disquiets 
log a diflSdenoe of thie eaadoor and ju8tio& 
of ail die rest of tfae wofld/* . 

H% dien kindly shook her by die hand, 
and departed. 

Bni had hd seuj^t during half a eeptuiy 
finr reasons to work ufo^ Adela*s miild, be 
hwM have feiind none more infalliUy 
adapted to his pwfdse tiian duise whiich h^ 
h$d now employed. 

A simple accusation of harbouring attihi* 
lioos pn^iects, shfe could eidier haverqpeUed^ 
ar have cahnly submitted to ; for she would 
kate kmmn it lo be vnfimnded. But an 
Intealm thai ev«a ker best firinds) thiou^ 
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suspected^ and her, perhups, contemptiUe 

hi tlie eyes ^ hbtd Eiiherdale^ at first 

grierei hiiti «iid theft ftlrakened herprtdfe 

%ejxftA Miy sugg^ah fhaleonld hate bee^ 

^ieviied* JuIfHS/ awiM^ef the eflfeet which 

fie hftd phKfoeed,- h^d left (he^aHt td mnkle 

ihlierbosom^ without Muntlfl^ Its point by 

tbijHng to re{)eM <$ie hloinr; 

- The plaieid^ relimice on his €i^-frieiid!y 

^eafifti^ which ^ad hhhferto rendered Addtt^' 

1K> eai^ attd *chearfttl iii the presence dT het 

totmer assocffeite^ was iM^W exchanged for ^ 

^nctiHoiis dhstni9t^ H' habit of wei^tog his 

wotds^ itnd watehitig the eepressibn of ^ 

looks, which embitteied Oe pleasoTe of 

eitff kitehrkw^ iitod cotrttiMi6d her xmn 

^rp^tiid tortbenf. A Mmtobi senteiKce^ u 

"ghtnte, s; steile, l^adl power, to perpkx tAr 

alarm her. Mr . SomerTine> eommends^ 

tiotis^ when uVtered- before Lord BiiMr&iJe^ 

ihrew her intb an agtmy : strf sib powerful 

betmne her dread xX ixtcutrhtt^^tifiAi^ty cnr 

of bieh)^ istrspeMed to entertain tpy desigkid^ 

that the tnost fltttifiiiai coqtvenb trevei ^Nxi* 

ploy^ mbre tiafcnliilSbn fo «»£»^ ^an Adfcht 
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now used'to shun opportunities of being ob^ 
served and called into notice. , 

This sensitive and shrinking delicacy it 
vras difficult to repress within such just li- 
.mits as should secure it from the reproach ot 
caprice or captiousness. Adela escaped the 
imputation by taking the utmost pains to 
disguise her new-raised fears under a sem^ 
blance of quiet indifference^- which should 
lead to the belief that all she did was the 
effect of accident; that her avoidance of 
every distinction from Lord Ennerdale was 
unpremeditated ; and that, if she invariably 
drew back from his assiduities, it was be* 
cause they were of too little importance to 
her to be thought of, or desired. 

Yet, though deeply sensible that some- 
.thing was wanting in her manner of re- 
ceiving him which he had never missed till 

now. Lord Ennerdale knew not how to de- 

•. ' . ..... 

fine, even to his own feelings, what that 

something was. She was retired without 
.being forbiddingly resei^i^d ; she was silent . 

without wearing a look of displeasure ; and 
.in studying to avoid all petty obligations, she 

seemed rather impe^ed by a rational love of 
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independence than by any wish to represii; 
amity .^ 

* - - ■ 

Here was nothing on which he could 
found a specific complaint ; — ^yet here ivaa 
enough to make her completely difierent. to 
the AdelSi^he had at first 'found her. Mrss 
Somerville was no less aware than himself 
of the change ; but not in any degree better 
able to trace its origin, or to satisfy her own 
mind as to its exact meaning. 



CHAP. V. 

HIEROGLTPBICS^ 



• • • 

One morning, whilst the two sisters were 
sitting at a late breakfast after a ball which 
Adela'had been at the preceding night, Mrs, 
Somerville remark^ that her companion 
was so singularly abstracted, and answered 
every question which she addressed to her 
with stich (evident effort, and so little interest 
in what she was saying, that she was indu- 
ced at length toTi^ar, that something unplea* 
sant ws^s the' matter. ' .' ^ * , 

*^ l)id anythiog extraordinary happen t<y 
you last night?** enquired she, ^* did yqur 
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paftnef^ ot partners^ Ivhoerer rficy ttiigW 
be^ lay serious siege to your hearty and strdt 
ytn liobis mt^ the red-li6t question still 
tinglihg 111 your ears ? 

^ No,'^ replied Adda^ "^ I coufpletdjl^ 
eiscaped any such tremendous attaclc.** 

^ Yet, y6u are hot in your usual frame erf 
iiniiid. Tell tae Virhat it is that so particti-^. 
lariy occupfei j^6tt. Yx>u can reveal nothii^ 
ivhich shall not he safe ih my custody * 

^^ That would be a great deal more than 
I should have any right to expect.** 

'' Howso?' ^ 

^* Why, my deaf Elinor^ what equity 
would there be in expecting you to keep my 
counsel, if 1 cannot keep it mysdf?'* 

*' This is (]piite in the spirit of One of 

)a Rochefoucauld's maxims: t believe you 

(^eaned it from his consolatory book. Now^ 

to prove ihat T also' have studied this amia- 

. ble painter of human nature, I wiD quote to 

you a sentence of his, the most generous 

that ever fell from his pen of wormwood :---» 

^ It is more disgraceful lo tBstrust tmr 

Jriends^ than to he deceived hy them! 

'^ Perhaps he is right : but it js a disgrac^ 
whii^j^ in tliis instance^ I mail^be content 
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ip iwsalrp or tf^^ loerit the cba^ of egregidMli, 
folly. Yet^ I would be . undisgwbed ^^ 
ycm tf I cmM : Wt ybajRust be ftif are^ tojr 
4eMr «i(rtier> thi^ whiAev^ is .etit^itdted te 
fO0i night jtist as weiLbe i*eveakd tb Mr. 
SonierviUc at once.?r— 

^^ This .chaffge of unliinite^ eoiifidetce 
m Mr^ SomarviUe, is not altogc^er wdfll 
i»te<le€L I coiiid. mtfahol^ ficom Imi tfat 
•ecret of another^ thoiigh I have madb it a 
lofe to baaiflii from oar ititeroourse iall le* 
ierve reifieeting Oiy o^ affairs. Be f«ank^ 
iismy mf ifear Adela ; and, as yoa db niot 
fhtty ^at spiiae^ing pecafiar etigros^ yod^ 
mald^ trial of my powers of disfcrdkioti^ and 
honestly avow what is passing in yonf 

diougfats.'' 

. A(jbla shb<^ hec head^ and smitiajg si|^ 
tuficahtiy, |daced her finger bn faer lip. . 

^^ Must; it nc^ be r resumed Mrs. Spmer^ 
)^Ie-~^^ well, then, I will mdeavoor to wA^ 
mit^ and say no more about it. I might 
lose my temper^ but I see no ehamie ^ 
fitonntng your eonfidence. King thie beB^ 
my &ur Pradckitig. I am going to oirder !dii# 
carriage fpr an aim^, and shall take the 
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children with riie. Are you disposed to he' 
of the. baby party ?" 

^\ Adela readily agreed to accompany them > 
tnd then^ till the carriage^ drove to the door, 
retired into the back drawing room^ and sat 
down to the piano-forte. 
/ Presently^ during a pause in her perr 
formance, ; a quick rap at. the street' door 
reached her ears^ and the next minute/ she. 
heard the voices and steps^ of two persons^ 
ascending the stairs. She kept her post/ 
but her fingers shook, and whilst besitatinf; 
whether again to place . them on the keys> 
she could not avoid remonstrating withherr 
self (m the flutter into which she bad been 
thrown — 

** Why should / lose any porttoil of my 
oecustomed composure V' cried she ; *^ I 
have . nothing to reproach mysielf with ; I 
have wounded no one's feelings ;. I can fear- 
lessly look up without the d)uiger of meeting 
an eye filled by myself with unmerited 
uaortificationu"— - . ... 
t Yet; though this little soliloquy coni^* 
j:mted to tranquillize . her, she would not 
renew her musical employment, lest the 
^und of the instrument should attract au- 
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ditors into the room : but softly rising, she 
took up. a book, and i^ieating herself near a- 
window, began reading. 

How impossible it is, however, in a situ- 
ation contiguous to a group of talkers, to 
attend, either with profit ot pleasure, to the 
best written book, we must all have expe-. 
rienced. The voices issuing from the front 
room perpetually interfered with what she 
was trying to understand ; and though her 
eyes traced the lines before her, and she 
proceeded methodically, without the omis- 
sion of a single word to thel)ottom of the 
pages, her mind took in no part of their 
meaning. — 

" I will not be thus bstffled !" cried she, 
smiling at her, hitherto, unsuccessful ef- 
forts :-r-and applying her hands to the sides, 
of her head, to deaden the sounds that mo- 
lested her, she began, though in a subdued- 
voice, reading aloud. The expedient had 
its use ; and she had just achieved th© 
difficult task of comprehending nearly a 
dozen lines, when one of the folding doors,, 
leading into the adjoining room, was open-, 
^d, and Mr. Somerville made his appear- 
auce. 



go TAAttB 6T HaTURB. 

** Good morning, Adela,^ cried he, ad- 
mincing towards her ;- *^' Tfhat arc yxytx about 
here ? muttering spells over 66me cabalistical 
book, arid stopping yoar ears to avoid dis- 
turbance? lX>oome and look at her, Lord 
Ennerdale — end^ Elinor^ come and tcH us 
what she is about ?"— 

Adela closed tbe volume, and looking at 
her brother-in-law with great good^humour^ 
said — 

** Yon have done me but litde mischief 
by this interruption, for whilst you were 
all talking in the next room, I found it 
nearly impossible to know what I was read- 
ing/'— 

• *^ t thought you had shot yonrseff up 
here,** said Mri. Somerville, ^ to do pe- 
nance for your recent inflexibility T— 

^ No ; — Fnever was in a le^s huxnble laxd 
i^pfetitafit tnood," — 

'" It is for me, I am afraid " said Lord 
Enherdale, '' to be the only penitent 6f the 
party. — Did I not appear, last nighty my 
dear Miss Clevelaad, very justly to merit 
your displeasure Y^ — 

^ No, indeed,** replied Adda^ with^ a 
composure which it was impossible to be- 
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lieveasAimed-^^^ 1 was ettrepidy pleiiaied 
to see that you were abte^ Wore the evening 
was qdlte oi/ser^ to partake in its amuse- 

Mr. Someryille now x^alousty exclaiided--* 
^^ Adela^s « pri of ten thoaM4)tcl ! Who 
dse, hoed Eanerclale^ would hare treated- 
you with half «uch lenity f** 

^^ RidieiikMi^B r criedl $he^ eoloiiring) and 
mvtdhi pitwroksdi yet foreii^ a lavgh^ '^ how^ 
well: you exemplify, cbar Mr« S^metirille^ 
my J»t>ther*8 a^sertioii^ that all your geese 
are suiaits r' 

** I am coojipfetdly at a loss to understand 
what any of you axe talkii^ ahout ;** l^ried 
Mr8% Sometville, r^ftrding them attiimately 
with umA perplexity. 

*^ Why, hM not yoar sister,** mA her 
kiishand, . ^^ told you how shaU>ily she wai^ 
treated last ni^t at Mrs. Copc3and*s hdl ?* 

♦^ Not a word.** 

^^ Well, liien, she is either ft pheenix of 
generosity, or she has no fcelii^ T 

^ None, at least, of causeless irritability^ 
I hope/* said Adela. 

^[ WcU^ well, however that may be, tell 
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your Story, now to Elinor; I want to know 
what ^Ae will think of it." 
V ^* A pretty figure I shall make," cried 
Lord Ennerdale, '' wbibt your sistei^ com- 
plies with this injunction!" 
i ^^'Oh, you deserve it— you thoroughly 
deserve it, my good friwd! So, begin, 
Adela." 

• ^ * • 

"< My story, ay^ you call it, .will soon be 
told. This same restless goad humoured 
husband of yours, Elinor, was anxious; at 
the beginning of the evening to get me a 
partner. I proposed his dancing . with me 
bimself: but that, I believe, he was too 
fine, td think feasible; he therefore asked 
Lord Ennerdale to stand up with me, who. 
declined it on accouiit.of a sprained .ancle." 
,', ** And did you not dance at all r" inter- 
rupted Mrs. Somerville. 

" O yes, six dances ; and then, fancying 
she beard our carriage csLlled, Mrs. Ross, 
my chaperon, escorted by your husband, 
took me down stairs, intending to come 
away. But it was a mistake ; neither serr 
vants nor carriage had arrived, &nd^ we 
thought it would be more amusing to go up 
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again ampng the dancers/ than to wait in 

an empty supper room." • 

. ^^ Now comes the precious part of the 

history !'* cried Mr. Somerville, impatiently 

T — ^^ Go on, Adela ; when you re- entered 

the hall-room, what did you see ?" 

♦ *^- Notfiing.very shocking;" shd smihngly 

answered,-— ■" A lame man restored to the 

use of his feet." ■ < 

" What, Lord £nnerdale dancing!" cried 
her sister. - 

- *^ Even so, — And now let me go and get 
ready for our airing." 

" Hear me first, I entreat," cried Lord 
Ennerdale, with some earnestness; " I 
know not whether you ' condescended to 
observe how I danced ; but the fact is, I 
walked, or rather limped through itiy task 
in a most deplorable manner ; and that with 
a poor girl who had had no partner the 
whole evening, and whose. '^m^ther abso^ 
lutely pressed nae^ioto her service." 

" The poor girl, however, was ' eijtreme- 
ly pretty r. dryly remarked Mr. Somerville. 

To this the Earl made no answer, but, 
turning to Mrs. Somerville, said— > 

" You do not make any observation upott 
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mrhat yoa have jost heard. Does the cir* 
€Qm8.tance tell so muich against m^^ that 
it will admit of ao comment^n my pre- 
«encSe?** 

** Taking it for granted,* said »he, good 
humouredTy, ^'thtt your defence is perfeet** 
ly correct/ and'that it was not caprice which 
induced you to prefer tiie pretty- girl lecom-^ 
mended by her mother, to the poor giH pro^ 
^sed toyoti by her brother, I think your con- 
duct not wholly inexcusable. You thought 
my sister had retired ; and sturdy, fitshiofia- 
ble mammas, are a cl&ss of people, we all 
know, who take no denials. Yet, I still 
am of epimon, that you put Adela-s humi- 
lity, or her pride, (ft is diffienlt to deter- 
mite iriskb) to a perilous iesl** 

Adeki, before this speech was concluded, 
had left the room; and soon after Mrs. So* 
merviUe went up also to prepare ior their 
inteiided driw. Lord Ennerdaie, then sat 
down to a little table, o^ which was seat* 
tered a mixed assemblage of writing and 
dirawing materials, and possessiiig liimself 
<tf a card aiid a pencil, he seemed to be 
deeply engaged in making some sort of 
sketch or memerandun^ Mr. Somerville 
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fmsently left hkn, and stept into tht front 
loom to look tt the newspapet. 

In a short time Adela^ e(|aipped far her 
morning excursioD, re-appeared, • j 

'^ I haire n<rt displaoed.any of your draw- 
VBig. i^4paratu«u*' ^d Lord Ennerdate^ ^^ but 
seeung a pencil so mvilingly at band> I have 
traced a little emblematical pietur^y which 
I DOW leave to your ingenuitjr to interpret.** 

Adda drew near^.and castii^ her i^en 
^fttn the cacd^ she beheld a il^t hi}t ma^ 
tedy sketchy i^presenting a shaggy and 
ckunay bear, submissively CfOU<th|i}g, as if 
m the act of d^reqatii3^ the anger of a sofl: 
and delicate little dove^ . perched \kpRm 9fP^9f 
tiM leafy bpiighs.of a ft^weri^ shr^b» 

He watched her couateiiai¥)e wbftH^ fl^ 
Ittiffaingly auiT^ed it^ ^d then €&pres-» 
sivdysaid—? 

'* Jh y<WT-will yon ]imderstiMci4 it.?^ . 
«. She. placed a <^ir OK ^ opposite nide <^ 
tbetahle^ and pro^dinip h^rs^if .with j^i^t 
di^ card^ drew .upQix.it^ wiith a4wii:4^1e &- 
oili^,. % dme hearing an olive branch in it| 
fail}, and flying to deposit it at the feet of a 
deek and copiely . fafar^ the \^y im^e^ «f 
good tefpiper and complacency. 
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^^ Does this,** said she, presenting to him 
her card, just j^ Mrs. Somerville re-entered 
the room, " prove me quick or slow of 
coniprehensibn ?** 

« It proves,'* cried he, evidently nrach 
re^assured, *^what I always believed— »-that 
you are as intelligent, as you are unaffected 
and placable!" .. 

" How have you called forth so gracious 
a compliment^ Adela?'* said Mrs. Somer- 
ville, looking at them both with some sur- 
prise— . * 

«« Oh, Lord Ennerdale must explain the 

inystery,'' cried Adela; gaily ;— " he k pro* 
vided with the nieans." 

So saying, she ran to the door to meet 
her sister's two %:hildren, who were just then 
brought down, in high spirits at the pros- 
pect of going out with their mother. They 
flew to their youthful aunt, who, taking a 
hand of each, led them into the neit room 
to bid good morning to their father* 

The carriage was now in a few minutes 
announced, and Lord Ennerdale attended 
Mrs. Somerville to it, raised each child jiito 
rt with a light spring, assisted Adela also to 
ascend, and took bi« leave- 
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" I protest it is very lacky for Mr. So- 
merviUe^** said his lady^ as soon as the 
coach drove forward^ '^ that he met with me 
before this young man came in my^ way ! 
Even now^ as a grave matron, I ani half in 
love with him/* 

^'.He has great success, I perceive, 
amongst the ladies in general/* observed 
Adela :' ^^ but pray did he shew you the two 
cards?** 

^^ Yes, and their ii^enuity amused xxxm 
extremely. He has taken the pacific dove, 
as he calls it, away with him.** 

^' I hope he means to have an engraving 
done from it !** 

'* Its good-natured purport seemed al- 
ready engraven upon his heart.** 

^^ My dearest Elinor,** said Adela, laughs 
kig, '^ what admirable puffers you and Mr. 
Somerville are T* 

- *^ Puffers ! What can you mean ? 
: " Do not be offended. But it strikes 
me, that your husband is taking the most 
diligent pains to convince Lord Ennerdale 
that / am a paragon : whilst you lose no 
opportunity of persuading me that he is^he 
most accomplished of heroes. Now, per- 

VOL. Ill/ F 
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tainly, I am not so incredulous of fats merit 
as Julius ; yet it is possible I may hear too 
much of it r 

^^ I am sorry this idea of oar systemati* 
oally praising Jiim has occurred to you : it 
will render jiuspicious to your ears every ex- 
pression which even common justice may 
induce us to utt^ in your friend Algernon's 
favour*** 

^' No^ no; I will attribute moderate praise 
to its right source — ^real regard* But tell 
me, is not my brother-in-law prone to exalt 
me^ even withaffibctatiouj in I^rd Enner^ 
^kde's presence r" 

*^ To confess the truth — I am i£:aid he 

kr 

^* Dearest .Elinor, how exquisitely can- 
did and kind is this concession ! but can-Aot 
you, in pity to my feelings, repress in your 
husband such ill-advised officiousness ?'' 

^* I will try : — but he really admires and 
loves you, Adela, so partially, that you 
- must not be angry with him for sometimes 
•uffisring his.senliments to burst forth/* 

^' My dearest sister, I should grieve were 
you to suspect me of being ungrateful to 
Mr. Somerville for. his [affection mA gpod 
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opmion; They bolh do me the highest ho- 
nour^ and constitute a very principal part of 
my present happiness. That he thinks of 
me better. than^ perhiaps, I deserve, is so 
far from being a matter of regret to me, that 
I delight in his delusion : but since we are 
fairly engaged in the subject, suffer me to 
declare my sentiments upon it with perfect 
frankness/' 

IVf rs, Somerville pressed her sister's hand, 
and looking at her with an air of encourage- 
rmntj, she thus proceeded : 

" Your husband knows, that I shall pro- 
bably have a very small fortune ; that I am 
of a good family, and now nearly nineteen* 
On this last consideration, he seems to think 
it high time I should be married; and be- 
cause I am poor, he is anxious I should 
marry a man who k rich ; and because I am 
well born, he is anxious I should marry a 
man of elevated rank. He tpilks vauntingly 
of my beauty and accomplishments ; yet^ 
bowever exalted may beliis real opinion of 
either, he seems extremely diffident of leav- 
ing them to their own operation ; and^ by 
way of helping me forward, extols me as 
the eighth wonder of the world precisely in 

F 2 



<- • J 



100 TfiAITS OF NATURE. 

the quarter where such hyperbolical praise 
will do me the least credit. Do not inter- 
rupt me, dear Elinor; — you must be aw^re 
that 1 allude to Lord Ennerdale. Mr. So- 
merville, as every word, and every action 
proclaim, is incredibly solicitous to affix his 
Lordship's coroiiet around my Unworthy 
brows. I thank my kind brother-in-law for 
his high soaring projects ; but^ Elinor, cau- 
tion him to delist, and tell him, that i t 
will never do!" 

^^ h Lord Ennerdale so odious to you, 
thenr 

^^ He is not odious to me at all, simply 
as Lord Ennerdale : but he becomes insup- 
portable to me when I think of him as a de- 
coyed admirer. Besides, he has discern** 
ment and delicacy. The first cannot have 
failed to point out to him your husband's 
aim ; and the second cannot have failed to 
excite against it his disgust. Now, though 
I will make no disclaiming speeches, and 
pretend that I never wish or mean to ex- 
change the name of Cleveland for any other, 
yet, poor as 1 am, I am proud ;-— perhaps 
the prouder from that very circumstance . 
and, if a splendid establishmeot really could 
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be obtained by the sort of measures which 
Mn Somerville is pursuing, I should sin- 
cerely disdain the purchase at such a price. 
I may, possibly, be a beauty ; — I. know that 
you and my sister Erington are such j — but 
if I am, it is not therefore needful that I 
should be a vain ambitious fooK You and 
I, Elinor, are something better than mere 
beauties ; ' our flighty Alicia has not much 
else to boast of. You married for happiness, 
withotttthe interposition of any busy friends. 
Mr. Somerville chanced to be rich ; you 
would have loved him just as well had he 
)>een comparalively poor. I desire to marry 
upon the same disinterested principles ; to 
be' chosen, not offered; to be sought, not 
obtruded ; — -and when thoroughly convinced 
that the man who thus distinguishes me, is 
honourable, liberal, worthy — like your So- 
merville— ^I care ^ot whether he has a peer- 
ess's coronet, or a cottager's straw bonnet 
to ofier me! Such a man I would accept 
with gratitude,. and love with fidelity!" 

Whilst speaking thus with the energy of 
a noble and independent « mind, Adela's 
eyes emitted such brilliancy, her cheeks 
glowed with so lovely a bloom, and her 

F a 
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whole coimtenatice was lighted up hy an 
expression so spirited^ so fiitl of sense and 
character, that Mrs. Somefville never was 
more enchanted than when at that very 
moment^ she saw Loi^d Ennerdale gallop up 
to her coach window. 

, She immediately pulled the checkHdtring^ 
»nd he then saidr^ • 

*' I beg your pardon for thus pnrsmng 
yeu: but I recollected, dear Mrs. Somer«- 
ville, just as you. drove from your oitndobrj 
that I had a favour to solicit when I called 
upon you this morning."—- - ; . . 

*^ I am perfectly disposed to grant it. 
What is itr i^id Mrs. Somerville. 

** You have visited my sister-in-law, La* 
dy Isabella Annesley^ since j^ucame to 
town?** 

** Yes, I have.'*— 

^' Will you then, -after your airing, drive 
4o her house, and condescend to enquire for 
my little twins ? They both came up from 
the country last night, and I am anxious 
that you should see th'em, and give me your 
opinion <tf thigiir looks; Pooi: Algernon, I 
am afraid, is not going on well."— 

** I will see him arid his sister with plea- 
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Bcnre; but tf dedicate heattli i» in the case^ 
.y«v must have an opinion of higher autho- 
rity tb^n mine^ my Lord/'— 

*^ Be is in medieal hands already : bot^ 
Mrs. Somerville^ the hints which a tender 
and vigilant mother may suggest for tb^ 
advantage even of the children of another, 
I have such high faith in> that I had almost 
xather be guided in their management by a 
parent of that description, than by the ablest 
"physician in London.**-— 

<^ You place great confidence in the dig- 
cemment given by maternal love. I wish 
<Lady Isabella had been longer invested with 
the matronly character, and had gained ex- 
perience in the conduct of a nurtery, by hav- 
ing a^ fern By of her own." 

^' She is very kind, and very attentive ib 
'my poor little boy and girl : but as you 
justly conjecture, she kaows no more what 
\r6uM conduce to their health ; what system 
otight to bB pursued with them, or what 
regulations estabiished, than-— I do myself. 
Et c^esi heaucoup Aire! — But I detain you 
too long. — ^You promise to call in Portman 
Square V 

*^ I do, most faithfully J* — 

74 
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5^ And you forgive me for ihterrupting a 
. conversation whieh, I am sure, must bare 
been highly inter^ting!; — I never saw your 
sister's coutit^aiice more expressively imi-* 
mated^ more speakingly alive than at the 
moment I rode up 1" t 

^^ Indeed r said Mrs. Somerville, looking 
a little mahcioQsly at the blushing Adela 
— ** And, pray, can you recollect, Adela, 
. what we were talking of?'* 

" Of straw-bonnets^ I believe T answer^ 
.ed she, with hajqpy promptness. - 

. Lord Ennerdale laughed, and shook bis. 
.bead somewhat incredulously, and thenj 
turning his horse> rode away. 

'^ Did yen know tbe mother of these 
poor children?" enquired Adela, when he 
was gone. 

^^ By reputation only, and by seeing bev 
occasionally in public. She was beautiful 
beyond comparison; but I hav« been as** 
sured, thoroughly unamiable."'— 

^^ In Lord Ennerdale's case^ I should be 
almost tempted to make a vow against ever 
entering into a second marriage.*'-* 

^^ Are all women, then, to be classed 
with his late disi^reeable wife ?* 
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^^'How can he, who has once been sO 
fgregioasly deceived, flatter himself that 
his next choice will be any happier ? She 
imposed upon him at a period of life when 
every human being is supposed to be the 
most divested of artifice. She often was an 
inmate with him for months tc^ether ; he 
had an opportunity f^f studying her dispo- 
sition^ even from her earliest years/'. * 

^ But, my dear Adela^** interrupted Mrs. 
SomeHrille, " what young man, before he 
is twenty ,^ ever studies any thing in the 
woman he is in love with^ but the bright- 
ness of her eyeS) and the bloom of het 
complexion ? You are talking like a mere 
visionary ; and lest you should frighten our 
poor widower into leading a* cheerless un- 
connected existence for the remainder of his 
days, I am heartily glad that he cannot hear 
you. He is now arrived at an age to make^ 
a choice that shall have a little sense in it ; 
and I trusty that his next partner will be as 
conspicuous for every estimable quality, as 
his first was deficient in all but outward )re- 
eommendations* Regard for his children- 
ought now to render him peculiarly circum- 
spect; and \fy a second time, h§ marries a 
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mere beauly^. who would dfeny his just title 
to all the misery that itiay ensue from sucb 
folly?" . 

To this Adela made but' little answer; 
and amving shortly after^ at this .termination 
of their drive — (a. nurseryrgiknmd. ia the 
King's Road)— Mrs. Somerville. indulged the 
wished of her children^ and flighted to. let 
them run round the garden*. ^Adela kept 
paM with them^ being almost as rtiuch'fex- 
hilarated as they were, to find herself »9et at 
liberty amongst flowers and shfubs, and 
breathing the fresh air of spring, in. b place 
so like the country. Mrs. Somerville :re- 
mained in the green-bouse, selecfci^ig plants 
for the decoration of her balcony. When 
her purchases were completed, . she sent a 
summons to the youthful party, and they 
all re-entered the carriage, which, with some 
surprise, Adela heard her sister order to be 
driven home: 

" Have you forgotten *' said she, " your 
promise to call in Portman-Square r " 

" No; but I am by*no means upon such 
a footing of intimacy wrth Lady Isabella 
Annesley as to let the children get out at 
her house; I therefore want to set them 
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ifewb iiOate *«» pi^Awtiiit, for I hate to 
loievQ l^itt ty themselvM in the carriage^ 
^figiog' httir way out at tiie window, and 
tilk'ing^ n^nsenee with the servants at the 

•• Afsdf let me be set dbtm tck>, my dear 
Kind*;— I never saw Lady Isabella^ and 
certainty lihalt be of no use in the consulta- 
ti^n that is going to be lidd abont her little 

Mrsti Sbittenrillc, however took some 
pirns toi^stiade ber from this design^ and 
at length s«tcdeeded ; Adela being in reality 
ittore desirous to see the children of Lord 
Efinerdale than she chose to avow. 

Wheb therefore^ they had parted with 
their young companions^ the two^ sisters pro- 
ceeded td Portman^Squaree 



CHAP VL 

alarm- 



Lady Isabella Annesley was at home^ and 
it was endent had been j>repared to expect 
Mrs, Somerville's visit. She was young, 
gentle^ and deBcately fair ; and but for the 

F 6 



108 THAITS OF NATUBS* 

^Hoy of a shade of alfectatioD^ would hftvk 
had manners th^ most irresistibly engaging. / 
Mrs. Somerville introduced her sister, and 
conversed for some time on the topics of the 
day before she ventured to enquire for: the 
litde twins.: but just as she was beginning 
a request to see them^ the dow opened, ^sfA 
hand in hand, attended by their nurse, th^ 
walked gravely into the room. Adela turned 
hastily to look at them. They were exactljr 
of a height, seemed to be between four and 
five years old, bore a striking iisanily resem- 
bhnce to each other, but, to her utter surr 
prise, were neither of them handsome. The 
girl was a square-built, sturdy little creiitiire^ 
tanned almost as brown as a gipsy ; and. the 
.boy, with a complexion totally devoid of 
colour, had a lapguor in his whole aspegt 
that denoted the most deploi^ble d^ee of 
indisposition. ^ 

** Here are my brother-in Jaw'S children,^* 
said Lady Isabella, ^^ he was very anxious 
that you should see them, Mrs. Somerville. 
— Poor little souls I *' added she, lowering 
her voice, ^^ I never look at them without 
pityl'V 

Mrs. Somerville with the most encoura- 
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^^ gentleness invited them to approach^ 
and after a cursory survey of the^girl, ivfao 
•Keemed to be ^U health aod gaiety, she gazed 
earnestly and compassioQately at the bo)f^, 
«a3ring— ' ' 

" What does the physkito pronounce to 
be'the matter ^Hth him }^ 

'' We are told, " said Lady l&belh, '^ that 
he has no complaint but general weakness of 
constitution. Is not his pallid couatenance, 
however, very alarming ? '^ 

** I remeiiiber hearing it said of you, 
Adek,** cried Mrs. Somerville, *^ that your 
face, when you were^ child, was so thin it 
seemed to be all eyes I — Such is exactly the 
oase with this poor little fellow : but those 
.eyes, and the long lashes which fringe them, 
rare wonderfully beautiful/* 
, * ^^ I wish it were possible to say as much 
of his sister's complexion;*' observed Lady 
Isabella ;' ^^ Mrs. Somerville, do look how 
insufferably she is tanned. So early ii\ the 
year, I wonder how she could contrive to 
•find sun enough to get so disfigured.'' 

Mrs. Somerville appeared not to think 
this a matter of much concern, but ad- 
dressiiig the nurse^ who still remained in 
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ethe room, the asfced her lioir tot^ ihe ioA 
'had t&e csu^ of these ekildfea^ 

'^ 1 have KVed with dbem^ Mafarty fstfair 
tbttterthai^-a twelwttiimth/' 

*' Ahd has this poor little boy beeilili nil 

<rflmg^M»te aH tlmt trme ? '^ 

" No, Ma'am; t>h^ ne^ t catft My hiA 
whafbewius a fitt^ heart/ ishiidr liir alfout 
'tiiree 6r four months ago; and then, hk 
begitn to dfdop aiid to ptn^, and to lose aH 
his lively spirits, and his appetite and eo^ 
tewf, and nobody cdtitd- telt for vt^l^. My 
Ldrd eame down, as ts^on a^ he h^ard dP it^ 
(o see him ; and h^ i^nt for the doetcn-, who 
ord^ed asdes milk, and change of air ; and 
so we have never oeen Sited at one place fyt 
more than a fortnight, ever since : but no^ 
thing seems to have done him any good, and 
io we are here now to is^ what the London 
doctors tkh do for hirn.** . 

liffs. Somerville, in a guarded man^el^, 
aikt^d a ftw more questions, but foreboi^ 
•^mating any comment upon the answers ^e 
received, and avoided looking at the wotlnan 
with too scrutinizing an eye. After a short 
ailenee, she placed the little invalid^ who 
had been sitting upon her lap, on the 



^4»u&d:t l^iss&i hihi) adui: told tiict nonb 
tllat she Would hotddt&in het6r tbe ehil^ 
dren any Ibtsg^r* 

Th^pbor boy, kokiiftg tip tknidly in hdr 
d»kl 00fifnleMiic^5 said^ almost !in. a wfais* 
per^ f^ I shdidd like ta stay ^ith fcna^ 
though!** 

" ^ Fy^, Lord Orfsriy,* cried^^ the' hdrse, 
** yoti mmt tiot be' troablesome io/the lady. 
Com^ your ways, and, y'6\x tocr. Lady Haiv 
riet;^ ; ^ 

Mfs^« . Soniervill^y thbugb/ i^nwillih^ t« 
imtat^ the atteiKtent by any ipdciev of ojxs 
position, interceded quietly in: the youiig 
suppliant's' cause, and supported by Lad^ 
Isabella, gained her point $ the nursfe de- 
parting witb only the little, girl. • , 

When the door was shut. Lady laabelli 
addressing Mrs* Soflfierville. in French^ to 
avoid alarming the child, said r 

^^ I .fear you tiiink very ill of this pdW 
little fellow's. ca^ r. 

Tears started into Mrs. So'merville's eyes, 
and soon r6llhig down her cheeks, wetted 
the hands of Lord Ossely^ who had again 
obtained a seat upon her knees, and caused 
him hastily to nrisb his head and look at 
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her : the soft and pitying expression'of her 
iace seemed to penetrate him to the heart ; 
-—his lips quivered — a &iint colour rose ia 
his cheeks — and after a moment's hesita- 
tion^ he clasped his arms round her necH 
and bursting into a passion of tears^ cobbed 
aloud upon her bosom ! ' . ; 

' Adela^ alarmed for her sister^ who was 
within a few weeks of being confined^ and 
whom she was fearful this scene might 
greatly agitate, started up to snatch . th^ 
child away ; whilst Lady Isabella, amazed 
at the whole transaction^ was upon the point 
of ringing to summon back the nurse,- when 
Lord Emierdale entered the room. 
^ . ^' Oh,, my dear brother," cried Lady 
Isabella, *' here is poor Algernon almost in 
hysterics^ and Mrs. Somerville weeping 
over him, and ready to faint I ** . 

'^ It is but toO' true!** cried Adela, trem^s 
bling at hier sister's pale countenance, ^^ she 
will be ill — she looks ready to sink — get 
her a glass of water, my Lord — and help 
me. Lady Isabella, I entreat, to disengage 
her from this child." . 

' Lord Ennerdale flew for the water ; and 
whilst he was gone, the two ladies with very 
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iittie difficulty^ for his own emotion had 
enfeebled him^ drew away the almost insen- 
sible and half demdisbed boy« Adela held 
him in her arms^ an<i(his head sunk' upon 
her shoulder ; whilst Mrs. Somerville, mak- 
ing, an effort to recover herself and taking 
into her own hand the salts which Lady 
Isabella was holding' to her/ said anxiously : 

'^ Do not recal that suffering baby^s 
nurse^ till I have had some conversation 
with his father/' 

* Lord Ennerdale re-appeared whilst she 
was yet speaking ; he had brought a glass 
of water^ and a female servant followed himr 
with a bottle of hartshorn. 

" I am much better,** said Mrs. Somer- 
ville, ^^ but I will swallow some of your, 
nauseous medicine, Lord Ennerdale, and 
we must administer a small quantity to my 
sister's little patient." ' 

Tlien, lowering her voice, she entreated 
Lady Isabella to dismiss the maid. 

'' Shall I take Lord Ossely back to 
nurse ?" enquired the young woman. 

*^ No," answered Mrs^ Somerville, *^ let 
him have the pleasure of staying to see how 
perfectly I am recovered*" 
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' The girl then retired ; and Lord Enters 
dale dtting down next to Mrs. SonserviUe^ 
took her hand, atid appreh^isnpely s«id:' 

^^ I fear it has been too much for yout 
jkind 1^ feeling hearty to behold thew»li 
aspect of my poor^-^-perhmps you thiak^ ir- 
recoverable boy r 

^^ llie mere sight of illneis," answered 
she, '^ though in childhood it is a dght of 
all others the most affecting^ I dm not so 
weak as to be thus disordered by* It is the 
terrible idea that your son' has not IiekI jus- 
tice done him — ^that hef has bten unwittii^ 
Iff' committed to the c^re of a wopian who 
has abused her authority-*^ which sd m\xiix 
overcaine me. Ob, Lord Ennerdale, * open 
yoqr eyies to distinjg;uii^ the true source of 
)iis malady ! I either* greatly wrong her, or 
it rest^ solely in the temper atul' disposition 
of his nurse. Had ydu seen the ondnoUs 
fcowl with which, ■ eveil in the presaifce* of 
so many witnesses, she regarded him^when; 
SQoth^'by our kindness^ he whispei^d his 
reluctance to depart, it Would h%v^ made 
y0u shudder ! He at oace fears &nd hates 
^ i and if she had not cauted, she at leasC 



ifdritates his im^ispositioti, by the a^tsltitig 
^MBgs which her presence excites.*^ 

Lord Eimerdale had been too much hor^- 
ror-struck by these unexpected suggestions, 
Jto have the power of interruptittg Mrs. So- 
merville whils-t she was speakings or for 
some seconds to answei* her when sh6 
paused* At length, however, with extreme 
consternation, he exclaimed : 

** Have I then, by a thoi^btlesfs and mis+ 
placed coofid^ce in a mejrcenarf dtteadant^ 
beeu f ftilty of endangerir^ the life of mjr 
ownehild^" ; 

. ^' Ab>. where is the father;* said Mrs; 
^i^rvill^, ^^ who '!^igh;t not have beeA 
liable to a similar impositicsi ! I:lli(H:ight of 
irayrO^n poor babes whilst eotitemplatingth^ 
lirdsen^spi rited counteliahce of yotir son^ 
and oonnqced.s^ I am of the tetukrneii 
l/vhid^ Mr* Somerville feels for them, the 
feflectioti of ^hat might be their fate were 
.they to Icfse their mother. ....*' 
. " Oh^ my beloved sister, iny omp deat 
]EliiPkdv r interrupted Adsla^ t^ridfled at sucih 
#1 surmise— ^^ what dark and sinister ideas 
are you enocmra^ing.F' 
^ Mr8« Sfvnerville ags^in nised the harts^ 
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horn and ^ter to her lips^ and struggltn.^ 
to disperse the tears that almost blinded hei*^ 
was able in a few minutes, to resume the 
discourse with greater firmness. 
. *' This is all very wrong, and very ase— 
less;" said she, forcing a smile, " but I 
will now try- and talk a little reason; Lord 
Ennerdale, )et me exhort you tp lose no 
time in setting on foot a thorough investi- 
gation into this woman's past. conduct. Con-' 
demn her not definitively at my st^gestion. 
Her countenance may have deceived me, or 
its evil expression might be the result only 
of a transient and accideiital -fit of ill-hu- 
mour. It seems, indeed, a wrong moment 
to . give indulgence to ungentle passions^ 
when the health of her little chai^ is in so 
delicate a state: but, if her moroseness is 
not habitual, and she has upon the whole^ 

borne her iaculties with meekness, it would 

• 

be unjust in the highest degree to censure 
or discharge her in consequence of any pre^ 
judice I may have excited against her. How- 
ever, whilst the matter remains in doubt^ 
remove the poor little boy, my Lord, from 
vnder her management. If you approve it, 
I will with pleasure^ take him home with 
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me this Very momrng^. He shall be attend- 
ed by the faithful and excdiient creature who* 
has .the care, of my own girls ; that very' 
Margaret to whom we are happily indebted 
for the pleasure of our first introduction to 
you. She will be delighted to render the 
slightest service to a child of yours. When 
all that relates to the disposition of his pre- 
sent nurse is fully elucidated^ come to me 
again, and according to the report you 
bring me, my little guest shall prolong or 
terminate his visit*** 

Touched by a proof of frididship for 
himself, and consideration for the happiness 
of his son, so truly generous, Lord Enner- 

dale most gratefully kissed her hand, say- 

^ ' » • • • • . . ' ^ 

»ng, ^ 

*^ Dearest Mrs. Somerville, what do I not 
owe you ! I can find no words to express 
the thankfulness with which you have filled' 
my whole heart. Poor, oppressed, and me- 
lancboly little victim T added he, gently 
withdrawing the child from Adela's arms, 
and pressing him to his own bosom, ^^ thou 
hast found a friend at last — a fiir better 
friend lltam thy credulous and neglectful 
father!" 
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Awakened by diese caresses froth the 
species of stupor whicb^ by eKhalisting his 
strength^ he had fallen into, the gratified, 
but almost doubting boy fiied bis large dark 
eyes upon his father, and in an accent of 
innocent surprise, said,— ^ 

'« Do you then love me, papa ?*' 
' ^^ Who taught you to doubt my love, 
Algernon?— Who is it that do6s mt love 
you? 

*^ She loves me !" cried the child, point- 
ing to Mrs. Somerville, with a smile that 
was angelic.' 

'* I do indjBcd, sweet boy I" said that la- 

4 

dy, kissing his extended hand, ^* and your 
papa, and aunt Isabella, . they both love you 
dearly ; and they have thought of a merry 
Kttle- frolic for you, Algernon ; they want 
to know whether you would like for a few 
days to go home with me, and live with two 
nice little gehtlie girls of mine, who will 
play with you, and be kind to you, and 
whenever any thing is the matter, will com- 
fort you, and come and tell me — and then, 
I will comfort you too, and set you upon 
my knee, and talk to you, and make you 
ijuite well a^d happy.** 
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Raptprp flwhed from the child's diatend^ 
ed ey^y as he eagerly cded qu4>-^ 

^^ 'What, go home alone witli you T 

"Yes, nay love; sister Harriet, anc| 
nnm vomt /stay with your aunt and papa, 
for I have a^t room for so many.** 

Sj^ingingfrom his father's aroiswithan 
impetuosity tba^ admitted ik> restraint, 4he 
acutely-feeling hoy rushed towards Mrs, So^ 
menriUe^ and with clasped' hands looking up 
in heriace, passionately wclainied : — 

^' Oh, how veiy, very glad I shall be !** 
but the next minute, a death-like paleness 
agaiii overspreading bis face, he heaved a 
long and deep sigh, faintly cried ojit — ^^ oh, 
my head 1" ajid «iink sepsekss 0n the car- 
pet. : 

Adela flew to her sister^ iqiiploring her (q 
quit the room, and Mrs, Somprville, awar^ 
of .the iU efiects which such reiterated; ag^tar 
tion might produce, accepted the arni of her 
vigilant superintendent, and, as she retire^ 
into aft adjpining, aparti^eiit, said to Lady 
Sheila — 

^5 Only call your own uwddt^ bis.assier 
jtsmoe^'erdo not hi the^ nur&e be summoned^* 

Lptd Ennerdale^. toeww^Ie,. had; paised 
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the apparently lifeless boy from the floor^ 
and placed him on a sofa, near an open win- 
dow, whence, as he was turning to seek for 
ihe hartshorn, he perceived Mrs. Somenritte*s 
ehrriage waiting at the door, and. her foot- 
man standing beside it. He inetantly du 
rected him to itin as expeditiously as possible 
for the physician who had attended the lit- 
tle boy in the mornings- 
. ^^ If he is out,^ added the agitated fkdier, 
** bring an apothecary~4i surgeon — any 
medical man you Can find !'* 

The man, suspecting that p^aps his 
mistress was ill, disappeared with the qieed 
of an arrow. 

' Lady Isabella, her maid^ and Addia, 
whom Mrs. Somerville would not permit to 
Temain> with her, were by this time all as- 
sembled round the child, administering to 
liim every restorative, and making trial of 
every^ expedient they eonld devise, to bring 
him back to animation. Their united exer- 
tions so far succeeded asj^ at length, to ena- 
ble him for a few moments to unchMse his 
Tcyes: but they v^cre dim and vacant; he 
appeared not to know whp was near htm, 
seemed utterly incapable of speaking, and 
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tbougfi he velipsed wA again into a &ihtin|^ 
fity be vaa nduoed to » t^tate of ^ttoiatecmK 
plete defailitf J Ihatthe shorty ^wk moM* 
m&aU of his Uttie chmt^ whaa breathings 
wei^ the only ei^jknoea be ^a^e of nMBiai»i 
lag ^irtence* 

^' IThis 18 TCsy dieadfal!** cmd Ladj! 
laafaella^ tiiraing frcan the tonchiiig inwge 
ef dea&i and leaning, badbed in teara^ vpiNa 
bef hratb€ir*io<^lawV ahonMer-*— ^^ i on boar 
lo look Mrbioa no koger P 

Lord Eitnetdajej though aloieit over- 
powered bimaalf, siiffNNrtedy aiod »oi^t tq 
ceme hmri te Jed her to a diatut part of 
ibe room-^»4bankod her for the Beoubilitjr 
she manifested for faaa poor Algernon ; and 
when he saw her a little more eoaip<>Bed^ 
lewring her to the care of her «aaid» and per- 
ceiving Adela atiU aeduloiiQljr W4tpbfiil over 
his eon» he went tnte the iie:st foom to speak 
to Mrs. SomerviUe.«~ 
: *V What a soene haw I broegbt yov to; f 
cried ho^ ^ Fray Heaven you may be no 
fames tibaa a tempamiy attSwrcr by. it I But 
do not now teaiain^ ua a house of suioh ,dis- 
treasi yen may injura youfaelf> but <mn do 
us «ii0 gQed*-^I questioQ^ aJaa! wh^^ tlw 
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united exertions of the world can •do an^ 
good in a case^ I fear^ so desperate ! I must 
not, however, give way — imd whilst a sparfc 
of Kfe remains, I trust I shall not giveaway 
to unavailing despondency. Your sweet 
sister is still hovering round my speechless 
boy : leave her with us a little longer ; she 
will be a suf^rt to Isabella^ whose nerves 
are severely shaken* For yourselfj let me 
<M>nduct you to your carriage* I have sent 
away your footman for a physician : but take 
one of those belonging to the house,*— and 
Heaven for ever. bless and preserve you T 

*^ Dear Lord Ennerdale,** cried the weep- 
ing Mrs. Somervilie, *^ I cannot endure to 
go till the physician comes ; but I will not 
allow myself to approach your boy whilst 
he continues in a state of insensibility ; the 
sight would utterly subdue me* Yet ask 
me not to depart till I know whether he is 
pronounced too ill to bear the removal which 
I had projected* In that case, you must let 
me send my worthy Margaret to assist: in 
nursing him ; and as this last burst of emo« 
tion, on being told that he was about to be 
separated from his present attendant,^ seems 
to confirm my worst suspicions of her^ I 
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think ytyn can hardly be too expeditious itr 
resolving to dismiss her." 
- " Dismiss her T repeated he, the deepest 
indignation kindling in his eyes, " Can you 
imagine I would ever again sUfier her to 
approach him ? She has been his wilful ex- 
ecutioner — I, her undesigning accessory T 

He hid his face between his hands^ and 
groaned aloud. 

^^ Be tranquillized, be rie-assured,'* said 
Mrs. Somerville in a soothing voice — '^ All 
hope is not extinct. Your child's disorder* 
rests chiefly, yoiing as he is, upon his mind. 
Make that easy and fearless, and he may yet 
be spared to you to become the pride and 
blessing of your existence. Reproach not 
yourself so bitterly for the eflects of an- 
other's guilt. Her trespass is so widely out 
of the track of common probability — it dif- 
fers so completely from what one has almost 
ever heard reported, that however undeniable 
it now appears, it still seems scarcely within 
the limits of credibility. So unlike, indeed^ 
is her conduct to any thing which I coultt 
naturally have surmised, that had I, as i4 
ihe case* w;ith yon, obtained, on first engag- 
ing her, respectable atte;jtations of her yrovtijf 
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^nd bMH long habituated to ber oMii^eii'' 
anc<^, Bny, and every cause under HeiiTQit 
for the chrld^ft mdiaposition would have sug- 
gested itself to me, rather thau the qnnfktUr^I 
oue of an inlmman n^rse T 

They were now startled by the sound of 
a knock at the street door, and Lord £n^ 
fterdale flew to the stairs, hoptifg^his .n\ps- 
senger was returned with the physician. His 
tager Tvishes were not disappointed, and- he 
attended the medical man into the front 

rocni* 

])r, R.^ examined his youthful patient 

with tbe strictest and most persevering at^ 

tention during a considerable time. He 

ae^med mucfar surprised at the state to which 

he was reduced } $nd after a variety of other 

^esttoixf , asked wlietl^r the child hacl h^^ 

U9l^\^ ky iny su(ikien and extraordinarj; 

B^ was ajisi^exfd m the ttS^m^Vf^ \ «»4 
iben most pp^i^iv^ly d^&re^li^ tfa»t he woul^ 
90t» ^ hijB pte^ent eotidittQ% furvive tlw 
feelfrreDce it>f aay aiQcif(jl«nt iof ^ umyar 99>-: 
tor**— 
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would scarcely stir a ^tber. — Ad extinctioii 
ef the vi^' poii^^rs so nearly totals 1 have 
seldom^ except after a ravaging fever, wit- 
ness^. Put him gently tQ bed ; give him, 
if he will take it, small quantities of the^ 
lightest nourishment — medicine, in his case, 
is almost oat of the qnestioB— ^do not speak 
to him^dd not cro^d rouiid iAm. But iif 
he recovers his perceptions clearly, sooth 
him, and let him behold none bbt pleasant 
and iiiVOTite #bjeets» Ais eomplaiiit is upoti 
fais selT«— he m^ recover ; but to ^vo 
him 'My chanee, the most arduous and 
nnreioQittii^ aiMM^on ^81 bere^pririie, per^ 
1m^ fcr many woiAs."^ 

^' Dir. R^^ said Lord JEnnerdate, whiht 
a liiiish of in^Moo^s self-ateasatioh tinged 
hb cfaerics, ^« I will be p^rleetly undeserved 
with jcfo. My bay has hust his mother, and 
not been blessed with a lather vigilant of 
ekperieii^ed enough to supply that mother^s 
place. He has t)een consigned to the su- 
pertntendeniey of a woman, a fiend rather I 
whom thlsir^ is.evety reason to ap|)l-ehei»f 
has abused the trust. It is but this refj^ 
day, Ihttt a Irieiid to whom I shall hold my- 
self eternally indebted^ has Opened my eyc# 
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to discern the eviU My defenceless boy hat 
)t)een terrified ; perhaps, personally ill-treat-* 
edj and thence^ I solemnly believe, the state 
to which, for my punishment, you .bd:iqld 
him reduced." — 

Dr. R7- warmly protested he had not the 
slightest doubt that Lord Ennerdale's friend 
'|iad struck up9a the .truQ cause of the ina« 

J *' Yqu must discharge the woman im- 
|nediately> my Lord. Your son is ia.no 
situation to bear her sight again. Let some* 
"^dy be about him whom he loves, and cai| 
look up to with trust and pleiwure.''r- 

^^ Do yoa think he could suj^rt thd 
motion of a carriage as far d# Cumberland 
Place ? A lady for whom he appears to have 
conceived a great and sudden prepossesskm 
^ivesth^re, and has most kindly olfered to 
'Undertake the charge of him." — ; 

. *^ He had better not be moved at fmattA^ 
Let the lady come to him,'' 
« Mrst Somerviile's situation was comma-^ 
liicated to him, and the impracticability of 
yucb a plan was explained'; 

** It is^ unlucky/' «3tid the Doctor ; ^^ but 
l^ere 4s Lady Isabella Annesl^y, who will 
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not refuse to shew ber fair and benign aspect 
ciften at her Nephew's bed-side; and yoii 
m^st make interest^ my Lord^ with as many 
other pretty young women/* glancing hi«| 
^yes towards Adela^ ^^ as you can^ to officiate 
in the capacity of nurses. When you have 
put the child to bed, give him the draught , 
I shall now write to ordei^for him — ^and let 
the house be kept perfectly quiets** 

He then took his leave i and Lady Isa- 
bella^ timid and weak-spirited^ went into tb# 
adjoining room^ to inform Mrs. Son)erviH«r 
of the result of the visits tod to supplicaMi 
her, witb mucb eaitieffaiess^ to leMire 1»# 
sifter fcMT that dgy^ at l^ast^ Sn Pm^M^tiV 
S^are* ■•■..'% . ol \ ••: /•; .rit 

: f^ I am wholly unusei) t«r th« sight'of^ itt^' 
Mss^'' cried shd^ ^< and it woiild ^htodt IM 
we wildh tenror to b^ left ai «he^ fhrinc^pbir 
directress c^ this poor in^t. /Dtfit Mmi 
Sooalepville, pray intercede fuj^ m^ vtithMisd 
Cleveland. Tell ber, that I am ariiaowd «l 
make such a ^Mst, yet, tiiat my sok;«ODf»^ 
lort depends upon her granting it. ^ Sli^ 
seems so intelligent andso oblleoted in iv^sfj^ 
Mttg thjit she undertakesri^ the little cr<»^ 
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ture> that I «h«ll Uun c(>iifidep€e from t»e* 
{voiding her%*' 

> Mrs. S<)merviUe, never: very reluctant to 
placa her sister in the • way of seeing and 
M&vci*9i»g with Jjord Epnerdale^ promised 
that she wQnId sp^mk to her ; and Lady 
Islthellt^ fuU of a4kiiEOw]edgoieiits^ weotbacls 
iinto the front room tp send Adela to her for 
that purp09e# 

. c JHoitewhilei Lpid'fihiNatdala had d^soead- 
«(ijoto;Mr^ AAM»ley*s fttttt^^ end though it 
vm lEtpi^Ml to hka^ t^ look «t her^ 1^4 
h»id b ihari^ ^€% daiiiive tomeanmtimk #itb 
^'mMi^ He a alswid iaW jw dfaw i ss i mi^ 
i«Mikftf>: lint Ml lii^ mMi pmHiw tenw^ 

iltbade her to renew her attendancoiqiatt 
hteilMa; p»««rtitidber % year's wigiis^ aiid< 
UlA het tM tiM 8«0iier she jNPOvtdad herself 
fMtji»0An mnf'm Ibe.betttr. The wo*^ 
«lli^.esqmtbiI«ledL mA BiwM |;hreat«Red;. 
Iwflhfl Eail>. sternly threateoioi; in his.tunt 
terfisflcbTMnerof Mr. Attnesle/s pe0fd0 
to.i«i6ve her k^m hi* Mght, she haetiifK 
^rfJMffed up l9ie mom^^ mutttrid aomethiogi 
ahMt sending fiir htt cbatfaa^ and mih wm 
mM«t of t^mpmltMi t$^.cmltmjAn, miiit 
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of the house in a moment* 

This hat^l bUsineM terraitiated^ Lord 
Sn&enfalB'^ with harassed looki and fedh 
ingB, #ad i^-aseending the drai/nng-fbollit 
^\ts, Mrheh, upon the lancKng-iAtieC) ht- 
met Mrs. Someirville &nd his Stile gii^. 
H^ rented to het Mrhat had pasMd.^^ 
*^ I rejoice,* tried she, ^* that the wtnetefc-' 
#i woman has $o pi^omptiy deliv^n^ ytnt 
fit>it9 her ptt^MsncC' -tha^ th6 paitilbl ^ilbrt' 
of ^Mltmg to^ her is r^vet. Biitiiow, Loiir 
Ennerdale, good morning. I hare taken 
possession of Lady Harriet for a fiew days^' 
to keep her bro(tofs rMm tfik quiet as pos^ 
sible. Adeia, with much entreaty, consents 
to remain, at present, ais assistant nurse*' 
Ton oMKrt try and re^ntetk h^ ib this^litD, 
winch she op[>08ed so eat*il^y, ind tiih9fe»' 
so officious and absurd, thsit i ^oUld aearM*' 
)y prevail upon her to listto td it for an ih-^^ 
stant» Yet Lady isabdk was iiieKpressiUy^ 
B6liciioii9 1# detain h€r,*ftiid I am cert«tin^ 
she wilf be a great comfoirt tb you kll; l!V^ 
lAorrow I will e6ii(le and re-demand tier » * 
iMeinwhiie, they tte puttii^ Loi^d OM^y^ 
to bed, and I b^pe I leave every ^ipj^ 
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going on 98 well us could reasonably be ea(- 
pected," 

I The ' blessings and aoknowledgements 
lyfaich Lord £ni|erdale would now have 
npured forth^ were cut short. by. their being 
surrivediii the hadl^ where t^^e poster ^hdki 
the door open^ and whence Mrs. Somer^ 
ville saw that the steps of her carriage j^ere 
already let down. - Lord Ennerdale banded 
her ii|to it^ kissed^ and placed his little gifl. 
beside her^ andy with a look ful| of gratis 
tfide^; bowed and returne4 into 4fhe <hipaset 



^ viL 

BLUNDERING. 

ADBJLA5 ^ soon as abe. bad parted from 
1^ sister^ repaired to the invalid's chamber, 
determined^ since a scheme so repugnant to 
her could not be avoided) to give it all the 
respectability in her power by relnderin|» 
l^erself truly useful. In addition to Lady 
Xsabella'^s maid^ who attended the child with 
great huinanily> she found in the apartment 
a youi^ woman^ who, as assistant to the 
disgraced nurse^ hPBid travelled Jup to town 



ifritfa him^ and was now itjaportanate in her 
enquiries after her principal^ without wiiose 
mthprity she seemed ifearful of even ap- 
-proadiing him. 

^' Speak softly/V whispered Adela/^'Lotd 
Ossely must not be startlttL. The* woman 
you ask after has left the house-— I trusty 
ueter to re-enter it ?" 

The girl stat^d^ and looked ^s if she 
scarcely dared credit an assertion which yetv 
it was evident^ if true^ would give her any 
thing rather, than, sorrow. 

^^ Make no enquiries at present^** re- 
sumed Adela^ in the same guarded tonc^ 
^^ but do your best to assist in getting tfaiil 
poor little creature put to bed as quietly al 
possible."* ' 

. No time was lost in complying with tbit 
injunction^ and before .Lady Isabdla cuaUt 
up^ every thing in her nephew's apal4mettt 
was akeady comfiortably arranged* Adela 
was sitting by the side of his bed^ and thi 
nursei^-maid had resumed her work near 
the half-darkened window. 

" How is her" sofdy aiquired JLady Is»* 
bella. 
; « There is no pew5q[*tibfe diffejpence;* an- 
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nirerad AMmi ^he kst fi«mr spoken m 
stifiwl* 

JHbr kdjfihip isird IIm withdut iorp^ 
though not without conoenu She qmb^I;^ 
inented A^tik bn the admiraUe order which» 
IB to ahsrtii tube, ihe had ulablished in tli« 
^pBTtment : add then added " 

^* But I must leav^ you ^iti, my dear 
Miss Cler^laddy ai Mr. Anaetfey ii just 
lOosie ift to drtta finr a dinaar angagemaatt 
and 1 wish to ^ and communicate to him 
the events of the nKnmtng. See^ faowever^*^ 
nantitraed sbe^ pomtihg to the narse of the 
]iM0 Sooienrilks^ . who jnst then entered^ 
** nee who youf aensiderate sister has sbdt 
to alir belp^ I shall Hoi now allow you t9 
consider yourself as poor Algernon's ac^ 
f^fbl^rty ; ybti mot be teihe and my bro- 
ther's diirtng dinned. Tha cifaild will be in 
wch axeilM. bands^ that i think we may 
i»th ventare to leare hhn without tha smaU 
kM Icraple,*^ 

. ** Certainly we majr^** replied Addat 
^ and I have no. amioition to perform any 
a€tl of si f terer o gation* . . . 

'* But do not think it one^ to stay hem 
^ djmm^l 1 im gnna yoo no idea how 
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k strengtliens my courage to recollect that 
you are in the house !" . 

** And why so. Lady Isabella ? Can you 
imagine me less mexperienced th^n yourself 
in a case of this kind ?*" - 

*^ No ; but I not only imagine, I am cer- 
tain, that you have a great deal tliore firm-* 
ness and-presence of mind/* 

She then left the room, telling h,er> that 
to prevent any disturbance to their patient^ 
she would come up herself to call her wbea 
dinner was nearly ready. 

Accordingly, in about half an hour, she 
re-appeared/ and Adela went down to the 
drawing-room with her. 

Lord Ennerdale started from a sofa onr 
which he was reclining as they entered, and 
hastily approaching them, — 

** How infinitely is my sister indebted to 
you,** said he to Adela, ** for this generous 
sacrifice of your time to her solace and sup- 
port ! I know you were not very easily in- 
duced to make it, but be assured^ that you 
never performed a deed of greater charity 
and benevolence. Her spirits would not 
hav« borne her through the trial to which 
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she is exposed^ had she ^een left to endure 
It wholly by herself." 

" But to my sister. Lord Enmerdale,** 
3aid Adela, earnest to avert the conversation 
from herself, " how far greater are your 
obligations! — Has she not been an invalu*- 
able — an inexpressible blessing in this house 
to-day?" 

• • • 

^^ She has indeed rescued me from a state 
of blindness the most criminal^ and, as it 
may yet prove, the most fatal into which a 
father could have fallen !" 

" Oh, you have perverted nay meaning ! 
I intended to draw forth an eulogium of 
Mrs, Somerville — not a condemnation of 
yourself 1" 

" Mrs. Somerville is an angel! Yet I 
must ever associate with the remembrance 
of her good offices — of her inestimable kind- 
ness, and providential penetration, the bitter 
recollection of ray own unjustifiable delu- 
sion!" 

*^ I will allow of no such associations,'^ 
cried Adela, seeking to revive him ; '^ xxay 
sister's praises whiUt I remain in this house, 
shall be so ceaselessly reverberated in your 
ear, thai before yo^ have time to summon 
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Xtj^ a self-accusing thought to - accompatiy 
mie speech in her favour^ another shall foU 
low it — and then another— and then another 
r-leaving you no possibility of dwelling 
Upon any thing but what is pleasant^ and-** 
like herself,— ^good." 

**_How fotklly you love this charming 
sister!** - ^ . - 

^^ I do indeed! — But there is no merit m 
it, for she is every thing to me, and we all 
love those on whom our happiness princi** 
pally depends/' • , * 

-^[ You lifiave yet Another sister. Miss Cleve- 
land, <* have you not?" enquired Lady Isa^^ 
bella« ' 

*^ Yes," answered Adela ; ," she has for 
the last year or two chiefly resided in Wales, 
bat we expect her in town this spring. She' 
a a great beauty — younger than Mrs. So^ 
merville, and already, poor things a widow .*• 
' *^ Has sJie any family?" 
- *^ No ; she lost her only little girl about 
a twelvemonth ago." 

, Mr. Annedey now came "into the room to^ 
speak to Lord Ennerdale before be set out 
for the place where he was to dine. Adel* 
and he were introduced to each other, and 



be thanked her with great polileaest for 
graptiDl; to his wife the seaeonable leUef cf- 

^ Mies Cleydafid/* said Lady laabellei 
i^ )§ oot 4>iilj tfi i^ieetimablfe comfort to me^ 
and a most admirable maiaafer in poor Al* 
giertiaoV Kick tioofi^ bii.t she Metfis <^ i Vi^ry 
chearful disposition^ and will re-anim^te M» 

^Mt IB a gfeat piortificatioii to me^ cried 
Mr. Anoe^teyi ** t^ he oUiged to {farsake 
such society s and^ my dear Islthella^ I an 
aerrf to ttftiind you that j^0» mttst forsierke 
it also^ duiriAg dt least a part of the eirening.'^ 

" Oh, Mr, Annesley, cannot you makcf 
an apolbgy for me 16 your aunt ?'* * 

^^ ( c^H tilAke it — l^it she certainly wHV 
i|ot {accept it t ' Remeniber hbw seldom she 
giv^s an assembly, and how tenacious she 
19 of ^ fashioned puilctilio. You must 
not disappoint hef, indeed ; for this tanfu- 
shni^ \iter^, As she calls it, is thiefly intend- 
ed as a compliment to y5u. 'However, you 
need not .stay above an hour : — I will call 
for you, and we will go and return toge-- 
thei^;* 

Lady Itabella, with the best grace she 



was ^k^ ^OQ^sente^. to tfaU emiigeaKiity 
attd soon after, Mr. Anpeekj c^parted. . 

Adela had been pleased with hia appear-^ 
gxu^jua4 address i tbe one iras.youthiiiLand 
el^p^nt^ ^d tbe otber peifectly , well bfed. 

.When, dinner was announced,, and the 
^ndly ^rio detcend^d to the parlour^ Lady 

Isabella wi4-*^ . 

^^ There it sMoething, my dear Mite 
Gl«v^an4> itt your ^votenane^ aiid man^ 
ners> whiph^: «t tiinety entirdy drives, frpni 
m^ tl^ r^oUwtioii that no Iwger ago lAtMm 
feijtf o'dpck >h» T^ day* ^m w^e* ittev 

strai^rs to each other. .B^rf b#9 tllis hapt 
fgpffd:i\ I bav« l|ad the i^ealiire of 9eebg 
Mfs» Somerville /ance or twice this s^on | 
an yop only just coiiiie to town T 
. ** On the contrary/ said Adeki, ^' I baw 
|M|a ISH^ge? in town than either y^ur Lady-* 
^p or my sister ; but neith^ before sb^ 
caoi^^ nor since, haye I been anxi^>u9 |^ 
V^y mornii^ visits at bouses where I had. not 
the honor of beiog acquainted: anj^,, to 
owii the trutiii it was a mere matter of 
chanoe my being with her wh«Q,sb# dei^ided 
on coming here to-day r"* 

NevQ^ agfting^ however* 1^ h^df i^* 
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bella be indebted to chance/' «aiff Lord En-^ 
nerdale, ** for the pleasure of receiving yon » 
She will forgive^ this once,- both the fact and 
its confession : but I mudi doubt whether 
you will find her easy to appease on a repe<«' 
tition of the c^nce." 

Adela was glad to observe in bim thin 
gleam of returning cheerfulness : but it was 
of no permanence ; the greatest part of the 
time they remained at table^ he was evident* 
ty extremely depressed^ and could only by 
an effort which he thought it ungrateful not 
to make^ exert himself occaMonally to j^iii 
in the conversation* * 

' When Lady Isabella tetired to dtresg M 
her unwelcome engagement^ Adela returned 
to the sick room^ and heard with sorrow^ thaC 
the child continued exactly in the same tor* 
pid state as when she left him. She opHied 
his curtain for a moment, and gazed at hinf 
with compassionate ' apprehension ; <theA 
alowly retreating, she seated herself near'iA 
distatit candle with a book lent to h^r by 
Lady Isabella— the first axid incomparable 
volume of Miss Edgworth^s ^^ Fashionable 
Tales/V 

Hiefore she went down> Lady Isabella 
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stepped into the nursery to take leave of 
Adela^ and also tb snatch a look at her ne- 
phevr. 

*^ How fixed — hovr fearfully fixed is his^ 
countenance r whispered she ; ^^ and yet 
his lips and cheeks have more 'colour than: 
when I saw him last. Sweet boy ! 'May he 
speedily be restored to his father's wishes P 

*^ Heaven grant it !" ejaculated Adela-^ . 
. At that moment^ the room door was gen- 
tly opened^ and Lord Ennerdale himself ap^ 
peared— ' ■ 

^^ I Mm the bearer^ said he^ ^^ of a mes* 
sag^ to you both« Mr. Somerville is below. 
Miss Cleveland^ and wishes to see you ; an^ 
Annesley is arrived^ Isabella^ and waiting to 
woompmy you to your Mn fs.**— 
• « He tibea apjMroached the little boy's bed f 
contemplated him some time with an aspects 
ef deep concern^ and s^ing heavily^ turn- 
ed silendy away, and followed the two hu 
dies down stairs. 

Lady Isabella was well acquainted with 
Mr. Somerville, and shaking hands witli 
him as she entered the drawing room,—* 
" Do not/* said she, ** form any harsh coxi- 
olnsions ^about me, from seeing me dressed 
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and going ouL I iMii under orders yon 
know ; aad M)r. Annesiey makes a poioit (^ 
my appearing at a dull party given by bis 
9ld relation^ Lady 9arabFarfibatti.^«~ - 

^^ JkA frofn 8o submissiire a wB^/* nid 
Mr. Annesky^^ ^^ l^m^irtlle would seancdy 
have expected to bear these gfactous re-' 
pinings I My dffir Isab^li^ cam yon ima- 
gioe» that i^T I k^peW cf. any feasible aethbd 
QjT exempting eitfaer you or ingrsdf frum 
CttlfiUing tbis 4ip<>g)rwaMia ^ogagrasenl^ I 
would not most gladly embrace it ?** • 
. Lady Isab^aia ^m n Uttl« sUrtM by the 

ape^c^ waa i|ttiir»4» iwd Milo*ri0f>' but mat 
with angar^**-*^^ I biiTe dtoaanptd^** said she^ 
'* a Uttle ceprpef^ but bardUy quite te grave, 
a W0 \' C(»bf J. let us 1^ ; you: hav« adtto* 
914^ IM h^ p^fikct humility;' 
. Mr. At^oesley looked aorry for the md-« 
QMula^ aarnea^ee)^ int^ wlueh he had bee» 
betrayed. . ' . 

''Take my arna,'* cned he, '' liid let bs, 
%s you sayji be gOD«i, fori dread to look.at 
Cleveland ^fter allowing, her. to bean 
is speciaaa of eay coi|j[tigat oratory T 
He Wis then leading his wife ftWi^y^ wbeoi 



iUippea Uy hearing Mr. S<w»efwlJe 6x- 

- 1 fiaye ne«w even thought of it «nci 
tne morning.** 

« The matqueride?- repeitrf Udy !«, 
beUa.-^«« Had yoa mtei«M gotng to it 
Miss Clewb^d ?^ ^^ '*? 

« iBdwd, had .he,- arti^red her hr^ 
ther-,n-law, « for there i. her dre.. eoa,« 
hoow, which my little girl, brought »• 
down » minute accoant of after dinner. It 
w «»liy a pity you .hould not go, my dear 
girl. 

^ " hi$ indeed,' resumed Lady igabclk; 

and I cannot bear to be instrumeBtalto' 
you,' » doing. Letu.«5tyoBdomiatyour 
•i^^\ deiir Mist Clevehind, and there yoo 
can dress, and wait for your party. Who 
^fGK you going with r" 

" With Mrs. Ross, and two of Her hieeea. 
But I ew» assure you, Lady IsahelK thitl 
hawnotfBowihe snaiiest incKtr^tio»i to g» 
Im TCry aoriy ihrt' Mr.:8oiDemHeeve» 
mentioned it. 
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. '* There's a girl for you !'* exukingly cri^ 
that impolitic gentleman^ *^ ready to give 
up a masquerade -the first she ever had an 
ppportunity of attending— for the charita-* 
hie purpose' of nursing the sick, and com-- 
forting the afflicted { Upon my honour. 
Lord Ennerdale, you ought to throw your^ 
self at her feet and iVorship her r 

The whole party seemed confounded, and 
Lord Ennerdale hy no means the least sd* 
He turned. aside to examine some ornaments 
upon ' the chimney ; Mr« Annesley vainly 
nought to suppress a smile ; Lady Isabella 
ppp^ared goo4-naturedly vexed .at Adela*s 
manifest embarrassment — and poor Adela 
herself, with cheeks of the deepest scarlet, 
forced^ an unwilling laugh, and hesitatingly 
said,— 

'* You have enumerated so many iiiduce* 
ments, Mr. Somerville, that — I think--I 
believe-r-I will go !" 

Mn Somerville now appeared desirous to 
llraw hack— 

" Oh, but don't go at my mstigation,*^ 
eried he ; ^' JBknor can make your excuses 
to Mrs* Ross when, she ca% and I am sure 
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mbalh had- rather^ ten thousand times^ that 
you should remain here." 

Adela was too angiy to anjswer. him, but 
dramng on the petisse which she had worn 
in the morning, and turning with subdued 
igkatidd to Lord Ennetrdale; 

*^ Good nighty my lord," said slie; ^^ I 
most sincerely wish that we may hear a bet^ 
ter account of your^ poor little boy iti th^ 
zooming.** 

^^ You return, hither after the masque^^ 
rade, I hope 2'* cried he^ with quickness. 

" No ;** replied she, '* it would occasion a 
disturbance in the house tliat might startle 
the invalid." ' 

*^ It i4 impossible he should hear you,^ 
cried Lady Isabella ; ^^ the knocker is tied 
up, and the sound of the bell cannot reach 
to bis chamber. My dear Miss Cleveland, 
do come back^— I entreat that you will.** * 

" We ^ill settle this point in our way t« 
Ci^nberland Flace,** said Adda; ^^ I have 
detained your ladyship and Mr. Annesley 
too kMOg already." 

L<Mrd Ennerdale bowed to her, but with-* 
out speaking, and Mr. SomervUie, as he 
took jcare of her down stairs, reproached 
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himself aeterdy for having tenapfcd her to 
give up her meritoif out poiit. She lawd Um 
in silence ; »>e put her into Ae ewrriaife, «nd 
Mr. Anriestey oi^ered it to be dm** to 

Cumberland Pl«ce. 

" LadV iaaWUa 




During their ihort . 

inased her to earne*ly to i««meher mtfen- 
tion of deeping in Pbrtman Square, that 
Aflela, altfioogh «h« had nearly made « ae. 
cret TOW never to re-enter the howe, was 
•shamed of resisting sdch urgfrtcy, and gave 
the promise that was solidtad. 

When she had alighted at her aistei^s, and 
Lady IsabeUa and Mr. Anuedey draw en, 
that gentleman laughingly exclaimea^ 

uVooT-mtB eierelaad ! - She would 
bake a vwy dew general, if she had not 
io clumsy an aidc-de^mp r 
«< What ean you possibly mean ' 
« Why, do you not dearly pwcdw that 
Sommitte, and perhaps b» ^^> ^^' 
whole host of the Clevelauds, «wii* ««'- 
^for her thecouip-at «f 4ha ^t~l.ome 
^dower? Andiftheywot^ldh^hersprajd 
her nets' without interferiiig, there mg^ 
be iome chance cf her sbceeeding, fiwr *• 
poHesM beauty of thft wjit w«»»6 *^ 



•^ttipticoH-'beaiity ^procee4lng. from, cout^- 
tenanoe^ from intelligence, of character^ from 
•an appeariknee of the greatest franknegS) anii 
the most tranquil aud undesigning «implici^ 
ty. But that unlucky and over-eager fellow, 
JSpmeryiUe, wiil spoil all. He will set your 
j>rotber upon his g^ard against a take-in^ 
4nd frighten even, tibe poOr girl herself from 
|>rpsecuting her allotted task." 
. ** Is it credible that what has so wholly 
appeared to me the result of pure benevo^ 
lence— their p^mitting her at such a timt 
as this to remain with .me^ — can have i>ro^ 
ceede4 from interested motives ?" 

^^ Very credible^ Isabella. You who 
wex« brought up in the good old school^ 
li^d^ra mother whb proudly disdained the 
very idea of angling for a son-in-law^ you 
can have no suspiqion . of the plots, the 
contrivances^ the stratagems recurred to in 
many fashionabl^ families fot the advanta-« 
geous disposal of supernumerary spinsters ^ 
I fjbyselfi have been CQUfted by' more mo-* 
t^rs, aunts>. fathers^ uncles^ and guardians, 
&r thpiti respective ; stock in hand, than I 
4H>nld find time tp sum.iip in «t monili. I 

VOL. III. a 
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•was -in the boose onc$, . when a -cousin of 
my own, an orderly^ modest sort of giii, 
>who wished to keep quiets but whom bet 
•friends were determined to marry splendid- 
ly, was palmed upon a sagacious, solemn, 
•wily baronet, who' had eight or ten thoU'*- 
Band per annum, ,did not care a rush for the 
damsel, and was logked upon by every bo- 
dy as a determined batchelor. But he w&s 
finally cajoled into the match^ by the unit- 
ed machinations of those around her. He 
cut his hand rone morning at breakfast, and 
because the good^rl turned qualmish at the 
sight of blood, they persuaded him that she 
4vas fainting through excess of sehstbility — 
sensibility - for bis gashed thumb ! — She 
once, by an unlucky jog, overset a dish of 
coffee which he was carrying to his lips, and 
because she cried with vexation at her own 
awkwardness, * they assured • him she WsSi 
weeping at the idea of having scalded Jiith 
-^a fortnight aftier, fee married her !'* 
• '^ Oh, Charles,*" cried. Lady Isab^ti^ in 
an accent of real regret, ^^ I was so much 
disposed to admire, and even love this Ade- 
ta Cleveland^ that I am seriously oMf tified 
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%t the suspicions which you have awakened, 
and the new light in which you, have repre- 
sented her." 

*^ Pooh, pooh ! Don*t expect too 01 any 
perfections united in one individual. This 
Adek is as lovely a creature as I almost ever 
beheld; she is likewise, I am persuaded^ 
^extremely sensible, and if it was the wiay of 
the world, might be sufficiently disintei'est- 
ed. But, urged on by sanguine relationsj 
and the (consciousness of being at the m^rcy 
of a father who seems determined not to be* 
stow upon her a shilling, why should you 
demand from her the heroism to resist ^o'fa- 
yourable an opportunity of endeavouring at 
once to step into affluence and hijgh rank ? 
Yet, Somerville and his wife have^so extcn- 
siye an acquaintance, th^t I feel a little iii- 
dignant at their levelling their Whole arlil^ 
lery against poor Ennerdale. ^ In the course 
of the season, there can scarcely be k doubt 
that Miss Cleveland would attract many ad-* 
mirers,, and perhaps some substantial wet ;h ^ 
ty offers. I heard Harley spjeaking of her 
yesterday in the niost magnificent terms*— 
9i|4 surely he would-be a ptize well worth 
expending a littlie powder aiid shot upou.'* 

H 2 
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^^. Jle woul4 — were he less hideously 

*^ Oh, if our pretty visitor, .either from 
phoice^or necessity, i% a true speculating 
jniss, she won't mind his. ugliness ! But I 
jknow not that she is yet aware of the dis- 
tinction with which Sir Patrick regards Jien 
•Atull events, should Ennerdale, unmindful 
of worldly considerations, fall a prey to a 
pair of bright eyes^ I am far better disposed 
to wis h success to those that sparkle in the 
head of Adela> than to the still more keenly 
piercing on6^ of General Cleveland's daughr 
tor, Jemima.'*-r-^ 

," Is he. then an object of attention to two 
of these Clevelands T _ - 

"So palpably, so manifestly, that Jemi«- 
ma may rather be said to attack than to 
invite him« I heard some young men the 
other night at Mrs. Copeland'a ball, rally 
him in the most open manner upon his 
obvious importance to each of the fair can- 
didates I and on his professing an interition 
not to daiice, they insinuated that his per- 
severfince in that design would last no longer 
than till one of the rival cousins should as- 
sail him.wijth a direct or covert application. 
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But it so happened that Jemima never came; 
Somerville, however, ^sbori joined us, and in 
the full hearing of all the party, began the 
frankest solicitations in behalf of his own 
favourite* A general smile appeared upon 
^very face, which Ennerdale observing, he 
gave to this ill^managed requisition, a hscstyv 
and pofiHtivQ negative; Whether he was iH-^ 
fiuenced by feehpgd 6f delicacy' towards ^icr 
bdy, or of vexation against the' geIrtleIllal^^ 
I will .not pretaid to decide. The "self-pionnes^ 
sion, however, the air of dignified compodK0 
with which Adela endured the shock of hi«r 
refusal, was one of the most striking thft»g9 
I ever witnessed. It intmediately irapiosed, J 
win not say silence upon the surroundkig 
observers, for tJiey were not so gro»* as tm 
throw -out jsarcaams in her heariag — b»t it 
imposed respect and decorum upon ihexe 
very looks ; aud in me, inspired the highest 
opinion at bnce of her seosCf^ spirit, andb 
tfemper- My only quarrel with her is^ Ihat 
she is a Cleveland /*— 

They were now in the midst of the throng 
of carriages surrounding Lady Sarah Fam- 
ham^s door, and the conversation ended* 

H 3 
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CHAP. VIII. 

EXPOSTULATIONS. 

Adela meanwhile^ had ascended.to ihe 
drawing-room at her sister^s with tolerable 
tranquillity^ and answered .the first interro- 
gations addressed to her with apparent com- 
posiire: but when^ on appros^ching. nearer 
to . the lights^ she gave Mrs.. Somerville an 
oppinrtunity of observing her countenance^ 
that lady descried in it so. much disturbance, 
that, in e^t alarm, she instantly exclaim- 

*^ My dearest girl^ — what is the matter r*^ 

Adela struggled wit^h her .feelings a^ mo-v 
Msnt-^ attempted to speak -t^attempted to, 
smiie-r-failed in the effort^ and burst, into 
tears; — /' 

*^ Oh, Adela, you fill me wil)i a thousand 
distressing apprehensions ! — Is poor httle. 
Ossely worse? — Is be-r-dead ?— ^Speak, I 
entreat you, for this suspense agitates and 
terrifies me beyond endurance !**— • ^ . 

" Forgive me, Elinor, and do not be 
alarmed,"* in broken accents replied the 
perturbed girl — ^^ It is nothing material—- 
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Botbing really calamitous^— but my spirits 
are harassed— I am mortified^ and, per-- , 
hsq^Sf too, a little angry .'' — - 

^' I would' rather bave you angry than 
afflicted. But who has angered. my kind 
and good-humoured Adela ?'* 

" Oh, Elinor,'— your husband will really 
drive me distracted ! He has no feeling for 
me— no regard for appearanc^— no concera 
to preserve for me the public esteem ! He • 
exposes me to the derision, the degrading ' 
suspicions'of a whole family ! He compels 
me, in self-defehce, to appear cs^icious, 
'dbsipated; frivolous ;-r-to abandon the star^ 
tion'in which you bad left- me — to forsake i 
a :<5harge for which I was beginning to be sq > 
deeply interested— and what, perhaps, is 
the \worst of all, tp wound your ears .by 
these ill-^lirected complaints ! But mak^ / 
some allowance for nie,. dear Elinor; I am : 
fretted and> humiliated till I have lost all ^ 
pittience.*' — ^ 

She then proceeded to relate, for Mrs^ 
Somervtile was too roucK amazed to inler- 
jupt her,, what had just passed. at Lady. 
Isabella's; and when the ^detail wiis ended^ 
t&us.weiit.on — 

Il'4 
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^* Oh, if Mr. Somerville. did but reflect 
vpou the injury he is doing me by these 
unguarded^ or rather let me call them, un- 
ibonded, insinuations of my anxiety to please 
Lord Ennerdale— if he would but recollect 
the peculiarity of my family circumstance* 
•i-tbe stigma which many nfey attach to me 
on my poor mother's account — the appa- 
rently irrevocable determination of my father 
to afford me no countenance^ and the caution^ 
necessary to ward off the idea that, fearing 
to be left portionless, I have adopted the 
selfish policy of a fortune-hunter -^ Oh, my 
jteai^t sister, if he would but bear these 
l^articulars in mind, I should be spared the 
frequent shocks which he gives, as well to 
my pride, as to all my better feelings 1" 

Mrs. Somerville, struck by these forcible 
representations, said every thing that aflfec* 
tron c6ukl dictiate, to sooth an^ comfort her, 
ftfld had the candour to admit, that her spi- 
rit was not thus cruelly wounded without 
considerable provocation. ^ 

" It is not, indeed!" resumed Adela.-~ 
*' Yow, no doubt, regard Julius as a prgu- 
diced counsellor ; yet we must all allow faim 
the credit due to unimpeachable veracity; and 



he bas commonicated to m^^ a^ warnifigs^ 
?iich opinion9y audi e3q)res3ions of Lord 
Ennerdale^a, aa convince liie that I should 
be <iie^ last being in the world whom the 
mo$t zealous endeavours of Mr. Somerville, 
ivould ever tempt him t6 select for the future 
partner of his life." — 

She then in an accent the most dejected, 
and with eyes swimming in « tear's, repeated 
the purport of those severe reflections whict 
I-iord Ennerdale was accused of having utter-'' 
ed at Eton respecting individuals placed witli 
regard to their parents, in a predicament 
similar to her own : 

Mrs. Somerville warrtily cohtested the 
probability of the report* 
- *^ It is a thousand to one,'* cried sfi^, 
^* whether he ever pronounced a single sen- 
tence of this unfeeling harangue. The littfe 
incendiaries who asserted it of him, naight 
do it Tor the mischievous treasure of foment- 
iiig *he disKk^ already subsisting b^tweeii 
him.an4 Julius : or, at tfie- worst. It was 
merely the cruder undigested nbtioa of a 
boy, hig1i-spirit?ed, "but too inexperienced to 
know, Ihat in the present state of society^ 
our personal &ult. are all fcr whicH it fe 

H 5 
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eqmtdble tp. r^ud^e us obnoxious to dk^ce^ 
«N, not the frailties of our kiAclr^.-^My ^jkarr- 
est Adela, it is - & misfprtane, no. doub<i — k 
severe one ^to have a mother whose ooafdoct . 
bas been repn^en^ible : but such,. I fefir^ . is 
the depravity of the times/ that it ,is a.mi8<- 
fortune which ]rou share in dommcm with too 
many others to be marked out /or pecmjiar 
obloquy. It entails upon you, indeed,, as 
you seem amply aware^ a necessity to be 
^doubly ci4*cumspect in manners, and doubly 
pure and steady in principle : but can tbi9 
be a grievance to my upright and well-intent 
tioned sister?"— 

Adela re-assured by the whole tenour of 
this speech, and particularly gratified by its 
conchision, leaped forward, and kissed -Mrs. 
Somerville's cheek ; and that lady, returning 
.the affectionate salutation, then added—* 

^* And now, my best loye, go and prepare 
.for Mrs. Ross's arrival ; and since the fxites 
and destinies ordain that you should attend 
Jthis masquerade, make yourself as easy sjind 
happy at it, as conscious worth, and the most 
artless delicacy, ou^t to render you.** — 

When her toilet was completed, A^fda^ 
in the dress .d( a Virgin of the Sun, made to 



t^rrespond with that of the two youBg ladies 
she was to go with, went back into the 
drawing-room to sit with her sister, till Mrst 
Ross called for heir* ' 

Mr. Somerville^ during her absence, had 
returned home; and was now in earnest cout 
▼ersalion* with his wife. He started np as 
Adda entered^ and aiidressing her with somQ 
<ionfiisiony said— • 

' ^^ My dear girl, I am ashamed to look at 
you ! Elinor has been giving me sach a 
trem^ndoljs lecture, and I have been such 
kti unpardonable Marplot, that I fear you 
never will be friends with me again." 
' Adela held out to him her hand—* 

** Upon dne condition," cried shje, ^^I 
win be friends with yOu this very moment," 

'^ Niame it — I shall subscribe to it im* 
plicitly." 

f* Pr6mite me, thefn, that you will hence-* 
forth have no phts to mar r , 

<' Oh, Adela," cried Mrs. SomerviHe, 
laughing, '^ this is asking too much : hecaiw 
w>t live without a project." 

^* But let his projects be wholly indepen^ 
dent of -nwKor my concerns." ■'- 

♦* Well, v^U ; I will in iotpre give you 

' n6 
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. ftocafufse for complaint. But praji answer 
ttie one question— do you return to Poitniaa 
Square td-night ?" 

" Yes, I do J Lady Iisabella pressed it 
. ioo earnestly to be denied. And moreover, 
my deUr brother, I thou^t ^at after the 
Grange, speeches you had riiade, it woukf 
^ look, if I refused to return, as if I felt con- 
scious that my designs were detected, and 
that it coufd no longer answer any purpose 
to stay amongst them." 

" The only design you have, I believe, 
is to make nte heartily ashamed of myself 
^ —and you -have succeeded ! But btesi^ings 
on you for not visiting my offences on their 
Kcads ! I^oor "Ennerdale thought it was ail 
over — and it would be impossible to de- 
scribe to you how deeply he seemed to re- 
gret. . . . ** 

Adda interrupted him, and shaking her 
head incredulously, said — 

*^ My dear Mr. Somerville— you are ro- 
mancing !" 

" I give you my word of honour, I am 
notr 

" Oh, then, I .must believe you. But 
now, tell "• me— ^how do you like my dress ?" 
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^ Better tium some of the icy mcruBta-^' 
tions aiM>ut your heart ! The dress is beau^ 
tifiil, and yoa look beautiful in it.'* 

^ Your most obedient ! But how is it, 
that in de»pight of all our quarrels^ I n^er 
rec^tre such flattering compliments from txif. 
body~«8 fi'om you r" . . 

" Oh, because other meni^U mot bestovir 
eompliments without some prospect of re» 
muneration: your insensibiUty to lore i^ 
nothing to me — ^I am satisfied . with yqut 
friendship. JXsptwMe men are tiot so easi*^ 
ly contented.** 

" Disposahfe men, as ybu oil them, till 
they acquire tb^ Bxt oi renderii^g tfielnselve^ 
agreeable, inust. endure, with fesigi;)tation^ 
to be merely tolerated*^ . Yon wcnild nbt 
have us afllect to bejin love, in oider to bfib^ 
from them a little flattery ?** ' • > 

" AflTect to be in love ! . Noi certainly j 
but:whenyou, or a«y' other wo^mi, meet 

with a fi%hly deserving object, .why Wsist 
theimpression he, might make upon; your 
heart ? Why not be in love in earnest ?'* 

** I cannot answer you better than in Ro-f 
salind's words :-*-^ Lave is mer^ a fnad^ 



// 
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ness; and, I tell you, deserves a^s welt a 
' dark house and a whip," as madmen do! * 

" Well, Adela," cried Mr,' Somervillfc, 
atigrily, *^1 can oiily say, for your comfort, 
'that with' ail this haughtiness, and' all thicr 
systemafic ' apathy, no man will ever be so 
inadly his own .enemy as to fall in love Witk* 
you ! Your countenance may attract,, but , 
ybur coldness will repel ; and we shall have 
you gradually exchanging the epithet of the 
beautiful Miss Cleveland, for that, at the 
age of forty, of the prudent, but fori^^n 
Mrs. Adela T 

' Mrs. SbmerviUe and her blooming sister 
laughed heartily at this formidable ^prb^ 
ph^y, and yet more at the air of jnqae with 
vvbich it was uttered : but befc^re they cduld 
make any observation upon it, a carri^e 
litopped at the door, and Adela was sum^ 
moned to attend Mrs. Ross. < ' 

^' Have you no beau^ of your party r^ 
mid SomerVille^ as he led ber down siair»^ 
' ^^ I know nothing of the matter.' If 
Mrs. Ross has provided none, it is prbbably 
because she thitiks that at a private house 
we shall do my well without." ^' . 
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When li^r, Spiifier^e approaofa^ the ; 
earriage to hand her into U, one of Mrs*. 
Ross's young eompaaioDs called piit*^ 

^ Oh, , Mjf, ' Somerville, ^ how idle and. 
fliabby it is of yon fo let us go by our* 
selves ! . Here- are tliree poor Coras^^ al- 
kiding to their costume^ ^^ and not a single 
Rollar-HCM>t even an Alonzo among them." 
, /^ I must stay and take care of my Cora 
above stairs/' answered he — ^' But no doubt, 
before the evening is over^ xsxy failure wili 
be very agreeably supplied.'' 

He then bade them good nighty wished 
thefn much amusement^ and the carriage 
dro^e on. 

, And much amusemo^it^ Adela^ at leasts 
obtained. , Revived before she set out hv 
the chearful con;e»ation in which she had 
jbe^ engaged^ and appeased by Mr; So* 
merviHe's promises of future caution^ she 
fell in a disposition to look at the novel scene 
;to whid^ she was introduced^ with alight 
heart, and animated spirits, and to extract 
if^m every thing which she saw, some food 
for gaiety, or some tubject either for appro- 
.bation or ridicule. 

Her figuie^ infinitely superior to that of 
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her two companioiis^ althottgh' theirs were 
of a <le80ription to assist in forming si pretty 
group, ^^Uttracted considerable attention, and 
several masks IbHowed her 4;hrough llie 
rooms, and occasionally addressed her. But 
amidst the throng, two personages, one in 
the garb of a Friar, the otherin th atof a 
Spaniard, particularly distinguished her, and 
as if by mutual agreement, persevered in at- 
tending her wherever she directed her steps* 
Unmolested, iioWever, by their assiduity— « 
for the Spaniard,* though always Bk ber el- 
bow, did little else than watch her eyes, and 
the iFriar was peculiarly pleasant-^she strolled 
on, willing to answer those who sought to 
, draw^ her into conarersationy but equally well 
pleased to refnain silent, and abundaiitfy 6a^ 
tisfied with the totertainment of gazing at, 
^nd listening to the various parties asl^ni^ 
Wed around her, 

*^ You seem, ray dear daughter,** Said the 
"Friar, ^* to be a Novice in stich scenes aS 
these ; yet you look at every ^o«p with 
nearly equal interest ; you honour not' one 
Individual with greater distinction than an- 
other—we flit before you* like passing sfeb- 
^ows^ and are forgotten. In whatLspot, and 



under what circumstances would the feelings 
of your heart be more called into action ?" 

" Oh^ here," cried Adefe, « I forget that 
I have a heart r ^ , 

" And in places," resumed he, with quick- 
ness, " where you might be tempted to i-e- 
member being in possession of such a com- 
modity, you perhaps deem it wise and ne- 
cessary to suppress its emotions!" 

*^ I am not come here to confession, my 
good Father," said Adela, a little surprised 
atAis speech.' 

*^ And why not? You might, I am per- 
suaded, venture a very unreserved one, with 
as little, or less danger of incurring penance* 
than any individual in thteroom "-^^ 

Then pausing a- mbmcnt, afud glancing 
his eyes towards the Spaniard— ^ .. ' 

" How comes it," resumed he, Towering 
his voice, " that I 1^0 perseveringly tehold 
in your train, dilative of the country which 
has been noost inimical to ybui* own ? Are 
you^ in subjection to a Spaniard even in this 
soil of freedom r" ^ 

*^ The love of gold perhaps- attracts Hi tti,* 
answered Adela, looking down at the glitter- 
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ipg Sun upon her bosom j and the otheF^de-*- 
corations of her Peruvian attire* 
. ^^ Take care," resumed the Friar, ^* that 
you do not suffer the reverse of this to be-* 
come the case — that you do not let the love 
of gold seize upon your heart! By^: some- 
means or other — ^perhaps by the d^reda- 
tions of his ancestors in your fatally- wealthy 
land— -he is known to be a walking ingot, 
abounding in all the riches of thie Eastern 
as well as the Western world. You, my fair 
daughter, the descendant of a peo^Je v^hose 
temples have been despoiled — wbpse palaees 
have been plundered*— whose mines have 
been exhausted — ^you c^n have brought with 
you into exile but a scanty portion of that 
bright metal whose rays first allured the 
cruel Spaniards^ to your shores. Renouncer 
|K>t, however^ because impoverished, the 
pure worship of the effulgent Sun,'-^ex- ' 
change it not for thie sordid idolatry*^ of the 

Golden Calf r—. 

^^ How incomprehensible i^ this* lan^ 
guage r exclaimed Adela, amazed—** Who, ^ 
and what ar<e you ? And wher^fiMre an ex- 
hortation which indicates of me^M d^rading 
an opinion :** 
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Witiiout answering this inquiry^-the Friar 
now . touched her arm^ and fixing his eyes 
upon the Spaniard^ who was unmasking to 
tale some refreshment, he said— 

" You know that countenance?" 

^' Know it ?'* repeated Adela^ half laugh- 
ing, " Yes, certainly. It appertains to Sir 
Patrick Harley. — Is he the walking ingot P* 

^^ Have you never heard that he is im- 
mensely rich ?" 

. " I believe I have, and I am glad— at 
least not sorry -r*to hear it confirmed."— 

^^ How do I wish that you would honest- 
ly tell me why !" 
, ^^ Perhaps you are his friend ?" 

" By no means — barely his acqi^aint- 



wce."- 



<c 



Why, then, from a principle ofhu- 
manity, I am not sorry that a man who is 
so dull and so unprepossessing, should hap*, 
pen to be so rich. Money, to him, must be 
an almost indispensable recommenda*ion."— ^ 

" It will obtain him a handsome wife^ 
you niay depend."— 

*^ Have any; of your own relations con- 
fided to you their designs upon his fre^-^ 
dom ?" 
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The Friar laughed — ' 

'' Ah, lady,** cried he, ^^ my aged gravi- 
ty is no match for your youthful sprightli- 
ness. — Besides, the night wears apace. I 
must to my convent. But, lady, I go im- 
pressed with sentiments very highly to your 
credit : I admire your demeanour since foa 
have been here— and I venerate the delicacy 
of feeling that induced you to come T 

He then mingled with the crowd, and 
disappeared, leaving Adela in astonishment 
at his last words, and vainly endeavouring to* 
conjecture who he could be, and to what he 
could allude — - . 

^\ He venerates,** repeated she, " tfie de- 
licacy of feeling that induced me to come ! — 
How should those feelings be understood' by' 
any human creature except my sister r 

Whilst thus internally perplexing herself, 
«he was recognized and immediately joined 
by her brother — 

." Who was the loquacious Friar,** said he, 
^ whom I saw you just now so deeply en- 
gaged in conversation with ?" 

*^ I have not,** answered ^he, ^^ the least 
idea.^ — 
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" Have , you. uo. suspicioa it might be*— 
Eivierdale r" - * ^ 

■^\ Oh, no ;a place of gaiety like this, 
wottld be the last that he would choose tp 
come to, to-night. Jlia pojx ^is very (danger^ 
ou3ly ill/* — . • . ' T • , • / ' 

^^ You b^ve seen liim then, to-day, as 
usual y ' . ' • 

^^ My dear Julius, I will aittempt no mysr 
tery with you. TUis^ however, is not ^ 
tiniQ. to enter, into a detail of the causes 
which led to such an arrangejnent : but 
the fact is, that I am at present a guest at 
Lady Isabella Annesley's. Elinor will ex-, 
plain to you how this came about ;, knd when 
you^ hear exactly the whole state of the case, 
I trust that you will ?ibsolve me from all 
blame." • , ' « 

*^ I- have . done with tlie useless and un- 
heeded office of censor ;**. cried Julius^ Mnth 
an air of, bitterness ;•— " you have no more 
blame to .apprehend from- me, than I have 
hope ta influence you. Should the^queatiou 
howler, ever., come before another tribunal 
^—should . the propriety of thi&riew intima^ 
cyever be taken into ton&i deration by my 
father, I much doubt whether you will find. 
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him di«po»ed to give it a very ready satticr 

tioaT 

« Julius," said Adela, greatly hurt, « why 
stiould you iaddress to me this sarcastic Um- 
guage ? It is, on every account, pernicious 
and unjustifiahle. Appeal to my reason; 
or, if yoa prefer it, alarm, as you have 
done before, my pride ; but never expect to 
work upon my fears. I require better in- 
citements, to action than angry menaces."— 

Adela had never Spoken with such reso- 
lution and spirit to her brother before, and 
secretly lamented, even while the words 
passed her lips, the petulance wbich gav4 oc- 
casion for them.. Julius was deeply in- 
censed, as.well as extremely surprised at 
her firmness. , They were in no place, hovt- 
ever, where he could give free scope to his 
anger; he therefore hastily quitted her,., 
and she saw him no more the whole fiven- . 

Mrs. Cleveland and Jemima, the former, 
in the costume of Queen Elizabeth, and 
<Ae latter personifying one of the ladie? of. 
her court, had early been itrucl? by the 
'degapce of Adela> appearance, ^d.,4is- 
covered very speedily, on tearing her vpe^^K 
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who she was.. Yet they made ho effort to, 
approach her, till mistaking, as Julius had 
done, the Friar for Lord Emierdale^ they • 
were drawn forward by the hope of alluring 
him' to join their own party. -But the 
sound of his voice immediately dispelled 
their error^ and they were on the point of 
quitting^her vicinity, when Jemima, whose 
quick faculty of hearing nothing could 
esc&pe^ caught from Adela's communication 
tO' her brother the information that she was 
a guest' at Lady Isfabella Annesley's. The 
blankest and most hopeless despair took' 
possession of her bosom on first hearing this 
cruel and every way mortifying intelligence. 
After some time, however, given to secret 
and bitter chagrin,, determined nof to yield 
to > comjjetitor without a struggle; and 
espying some advantageous uses which might 
be made of the unpromising circumstance, 
she smoothed her brow, and went up to' 
Adda with an extended hand,— ' 

. *^ I have just convinced mytetf," cHed 
she, ** after watching yoa for th* last half 
hour, I3i0t I behold;;* ttkftigh Vf^der a WBik, 
a weH-known friend. ^ Hcw"l«av*y6u \mti 
anmfted t(Mii^t, my^dfearceostiir^ 



*« 
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, Adela was somewhat atirprised' at -this 
(Sadden renewal o[f cordiality, after so long 
and marked a coldness ; but never averse 
from accepting overtures of conciliation^, 
ihe took th&.hand that was held out to her,, 
ftnd chearfatiy afnswer^d,-^ / ' T . . 
• ^^ I have' ;been . better ent^rtai ned by ' the 
.whimsica^l variety of this assembly^ thanj 
except at the Opera, I halve ever found my- 
self at any oth^ place ct amusement in 
^ondcfD."' • 

. ^ Do* you then ptefer it to a ball P 

^* I love dancing : but I haVe never had 
any partners I liked so well as the music at 
the Opera, or the lively conversatibn which 
I have <hes(rd iiere to-nighf 
; *^ I saw y<>u talking a considerable time 
with a friar •T-li^^s be pleasant? Do you 
know him?" — • * ' 

f ^ He vyasj particularly pleasant ; but I 
^|tve not any tspspicjon who h^ is/' 

•'^"Are yon h^fe with Mr^^ Ross r *• - 
; ^^ ,Yes j.rshe was so good as to take charge 
ff m? in a44ition» to two nieces/' 

:" Aod how iti the world did ishe bring 
jTfi^ I b SN|^e. h»% only ;a chariot.'* 

^^ We aU:coirfariyed tQ find room in iC* . 



: << Ofa^ flet mKmma Mt ywL 4oiimi*vfhen 
fon gO'airay. We hav^e % coach, and only 
numehros ttftd'&r ^Fattick Hattoy 4ti it.** 
« 4^ft woakl ha?e lescMed -bersp^ fremi 
aeedptil^^is' ofier ; but- Jemhmea, i^r iW 
mm heA uncbmitood by herself, urged it^so^ 
f^emu^y, .and induced her nxyther 90 civiily 
<)[>rae0D^>ber, t^t at length she prcRraiied, 
^itd»uii^ertook herself ito communicate this 
aaWwfiktn to Mrs. Ross. 

llhe r«inamder of die evening vms <en^ 
liwened by> no concvwsation that coitld rn^ke 
' I dela amends for the departure of the friar^ 
who,' although he ha^ once somewhat 
piqoed her, had mingled wkh the freedom 
ef bis Iduionitions so muct| pleasantry, and 
interspersed them with so many flattering 
#spr€9ssi^ns, that lie proved much the most 
attractive character to her of any in the 
whole JE^sembly. 

^ir Patriek Harley, who after he had 
tmce <:taken off his mask did not again re- 
aume it, preserited his arm to Adela^when 
Mrs. Cleveland's, carriage was caUed, leaving 
'^ilit'iiily and 'her daughter to put themselves 
tmder the care of some other- gentleman 
who made a timely offer of his services. 
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As soon as they had drhrea safely through 
the crowd. Adela became aware of . the 
necessity of requesting that her aunt woiild^ 
order her to be set down at Mr, Anqesley^s. 
Unsuspiciotis that. iJen^jma already. knew 
she was an inmate there^ th^ ^k of i|(^ 
nouncing it was par^tiqud^rly wipleasant . ta 
her. ^|it sl^Q sfw r^ pmaii^pf a]ir0)ding it ; 
and convinced that, however temporary^- 
her 9bodc; in Poy tnj^n Square fco^ld • not ire-., 
main a secret, i^be' ^ndc^voure^ , to speak of 
it with peidfect^ composure. Bat. Jeipima^ 
whose curiosity to learn hpw she had become 
installed ^\ I^y Isabella's ,was 33^pon ^e^ 
rack, suffered not so fair an opportunity dT 
gratifying it to pa«s unimproviM* 6he.af-»^ 
fectod. total ignorance of the . l|Ct1e hoy*)i 
ilhiess, though she had distini^tly heard: 
Adela ni9i\^ion it t^ her .brother ; ^xA now 
harassed her by a thousand questions,, each 
new ode more disagreeable than the last*r- 

^^ How long,** said she, V has Lady Is»-» 
bella asked you to stay T 

*^ No time was specified,"* answexed Adet 
la, *^ I may very possiUy leave her to* 
morrow."— 



•^Why are: Lord Emierdale's cbildren ^ 
faer h6use instead of his t>wn ?** 
^ ^^ I believe^ because Ikis is undergoing 
10100 altseratsoDr'*— ' 

^ I suppose then, he himseff <iuite tifes 
at M r. Ailoesle^s r 

"^ He dined diete ta-dax/"— ' 

'^ Aiid there you left hiim, • did ffM not ?*^ 

'' I did.'*— 

*' Does Lady Isabdla aj^iear diqposedto 
become very. iiMliinate wHh youT 

^ She seems too rationed to todulj^S sach 
a difepositton on a stn|^ day^s aoquAintUnc^.*' 

^^ Oh; tiira^ she is nrtfaer cool and dis- 
tant)* •'■,'' 

'^ Not ajk ^t*»she is joft as I wiidi her^ 
polite and obliging ; bat wititori; fctanantic 
profewMis.r-?* 

^^ And h/im d^^ Mr. Aan^ley bebaTe r 

^' Ihare seen him but for a moment ? he 
did not ^e at home.**— 

** Did h^ ;r©5eive you pleasantly T 

*^ Yes*-r-for -he did not> my dear J^mimaj 
give nie tbe^trotible ot answering a single 

^ Oh^ you mast iiot be surprised at my 
feelii^ a little curiosity to know how you 
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may depend '"ipoiiP H, ^ &e ^AMii^ tl4ll t>fr' 
iiniVemly^thmgh fe«eiy ibddy niirtU tioi v^n- 
ture^ as I do/ to apply to-^t&e feAffittifi hMI 
fiifr ihfon9aiitHu''-U. : .: 1 ' 

« I have no sort of obj^tk^^ ^^id^Afie- 
la^ laughifegr^^ :<^~^r ]piit^bia^5 Tor 

Own laborious investigation." • 

incomplete,' 'onlays it'gkVe-^'i^stftt-4f<:(ti« 
«k^i«riat«»it HeSblF. W1i6r tlntt is de^- 
niifted, tll5( "Whole' together, Atanm tip iit 
ilHi'^fdtm M^TRiSAiiM, inlght i»tr«« ex{«^i^e- 
ly useful to young ladies newly disemlxHlatf 
ftfitii ti]«r ^tiiitty 'jn« 4U«st*iif iftitHmotiial 

Adela, for a moment, feit (il^^bsiSfd fiGi 
»iiiif((ftr^ll|B iin^tiU^t ob«»¥atiiim ivlth 
pkskHiiptllky^ 'Bttt,<dM^k^''tKM^!<>rt'of 
dialogue which is tnaAb '^tip '<!( ■ 4ai<lt, 'sind 
<rf'ten wltJeb i^parteie, «nd Mr^fcfe )B<Fi^ %ut 
«6 f»Nl6ifjg ^tenatStM, ek«'J)a|)t>re9lJiE^ the 
fidkig temptation, jbtM, -«8 ha^ i^if'GboikJii; 
found reason to acknowledge, wUh ^Mlf*^ 
ai$B|fetuhtfiiei), ttie tflith -Of iMi BM^eT^'s 
Mtiite : ' " Ji kYantrnftd f^^^tOfklfKe^ 



ik^: . 1| 4«i%^lipk^lMr of lakmeeoBcank to hiti, * 

JuumsOfy: tbtft Sii IVitoick Htfkjr should be y"" 
made Aht 9,}MiiM of siidb< iminua$ionf^jMit^ 

:pKftM»aismJ4 a^gioid ggaiast JkiA isaiib- 
terpretatioi^ .tbe osdoavdusei^ tix^tiadi nb 
more importance to his preeeiiee t]£^n if she 
had known him to be utterly divested of tlM 
sense of heariq^: > ' ' ^ 

When the ca];i^i%|e sippped at M n Aii- 
nesley^s door^ the courteous Baronet dea- 
*0^€te A' fc^ as^st her iti fldi^dng,>B]ift8tt9- 
^tstd her n^ a littte fey then saying in)i 
%w/ito k i e " ; • ' ' 

^ i hf^ ' beardf things tornigfat/ Mils 

•.€lev€knd> which give me a great deal'^bf 

■^rK i wodlck yon had rae power and the 

ifscKoatioQ to tell bm ttiat thejr are aH tnt- 

fouodedr 

" « i' llBve both, Sw/Patricfc," ansvremi 
^Adeta* 

*\ ^ And do you reaOy assert that Jemima 
'is^staken!^ . 

^' It would not well be possible to be irio 
(more completely !-^Good nighty Sir Pa- 

HrpAu**-^ '■ ^ ' 

I 3 
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<< Good night, Miss Cleveland ^4^0^ 
Miss Ctevekod ! " he added, in a whisper no 
>,_ less empbatical than the piessure of the bind 
jjjOL which itjvras.acoompanied. 
Adeia, HfScdi wdbdenag^ jisuUijr no meins 
deligfate<l, hastily entered the house, and Sir 
Fsfrick .retnnied to the carriage^ 




CHAP. IX. 

INTROSIOl^. 
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Ladt Isabella's maidj Adela w^9 conq^ti- 
xd to find^ bad been ordered to sit up for 
her, and now appeared to light h<^r to her 
room* Amy had been purpo^ly detained 
'l^y Mrs. Somervilje in Cumberland Pboe, 
.lest her sable complexion should giv^.any 
^«hock to the weakened nerves of tbe.yi^ng 

9 ^ ' 

invalid. 

"I want no help, indeed^ Mrs, Carey,^ 

said Adela, civilly apologizing to the drowsy 

attendant. ^^ Fray ^ to bed immediately. 

I know which is my room, and when I. stay 

^out so late, I always undress myself.**—- • 

Mrs* Carey thought it incumbent upon 
her, at first, to press her\ offers of service 
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with some earnestness : but on ^eir being 
i^ain declined^ she gave Adela a bed*room 
tondle, and with much internal satisfaction^ 
retired to her own chamber. 

Before she could resolve to repair to rest 
herself^ however^ Adela felt anxious to ascer- 
tain from personal observation^ the exact 
situation of poor little O.^sely. She stepped 
lightly up the stairs^ and opening the nur* 
sery-door with extreme caution^ beheld the 
fidthfiil servant .of her sister standing near 
the fire, warming some drink intended for 
h^r young patient. 

'On perceiving Adela^ shef seemed m?uch 

♦ • • • 

rejoiced. 

' ^*\ I am glad you are come;- Ma*am/ w))is« 
pered she^ ^' for the little gentleman is 
Vaking now^ and grown very restless; and 
J was sadly afraid that 'when he saw only a 
stranger near him^ he would fret. Perhaps 
he will know you.** 

Adela/ forgetful of her masquerade dress> 
stole to the bed-side^ and put her face within 
the curtain. Lord Ossely's eyes were open, 
and met hers ; though dim and languid, they 
were no longer vacant— and at sight of a 
countenance so young, so lovely, and so re- 

14 
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assuring a faiat $inile seemed topky rou^^ 
liis lips. Adela delighted at this indication 
of returning inteltigenice^ opened the caxtaiv^ 
wider, and bent forward to kifs-biap^ saving 
ia the softest and most caressin^^ yoic^-^— 

" Are you better, dearest Aigernpnir' ; 

The child, without answering,. ga9^4 a( 
her bright decorations with the e^tfenifs^ 
amazenoent.*— He appeared to look upon hef 
mr something scarcely of this vroVldl:— he 
fxit hi9 feebW band out of bed aad tovcfa^ 
sqme ]iart of the gold that shoae be&^re hif 
eyes — regarded her again asd agaia ^)i^ 
imdwinished wonder-^and^ al laat, ut an 
accent half pleased^ half perplexed^ sajd^ 
^ ^ Wha*^ are youj^ Ma?aaa}«— ^^v 8*><>^ 

^ai^yr . ^ < 

Adelasoft il e4> \yxt waa retreating to thn>«^ 

aside oroaoients. so ill-**saited to the scenf^ 

vrbeni pereeiyinf her isitentioa^ he hastily 

aaded— * 

^ « Oh, don't take them off I They look 

^ jpetty — I like to ^ee them.*^-— 

On hearii^ this, she sat down upa|i the 
bed by him, and £>r a considerable time he 
aurv^ed with great admiration ber appeal;- 
anoe« She spoke to him but little^ fearfi^ 



UnSpB te his dificfc^ inunaMiikg cmis&ifi 
VqannsibM ^ radttrimiit -^ scnd^ at ia^ 
Miced Ibjh ijF fae ma tfetrntpi Hesiidyesj 
ivdr tlie micw ajqswaebacl initb tbe driaii 
«li}sii« dl)p iis^ i»een poeparing.^-^ 

fiesa^ kut: wliaq^ ajbe 4rt«r ^dose to tl^heal^ 

guage can describe the expression of aad% 
fiidtoq wlwii his coantenaiiGe InsUmtfy ^is- 
"piay^.^ .. -r ■ 

. ^ Wbo4s43Aat?'^ HeaaniMliy4€f^ 
A^lek Wa9 aiMid tio teU h»i' 4x]9 a^^ 
that the good womaa was there in the pilaqa 
-at i&s^ ferioieir liurse, ani th^^afet^ oidy^an* 

i^ it^ia a:tery:l»iid|iei«o^4Igemoi^i^ 
your aunt has engaged to .assat In takiiig 
<0afie of ^f^aa vrfaiktyouriq^ iH.'^ 

Sfie- tlien lo^ Chi# euj^i iiit» li6r^^<>i{ki 
^aiids^ arid ^iipj^oi^-himJvryjst bd sat: l^ 
aiid di^iik >te eontSentei iofter^Mf^Kidi^' si991B|S 
•rtSldly, 4^< f haiik y<jur fee tlirew hkna^f 
*l»a(^ il]^h ftis fiiltow^ Und iridd^ 4alf^Mil- 
ing^ to draw Adela'd6^m'iti^ridep^s^^b)|r 
-itetf^fl^i^^4^^«|>M*^^V^ Sl^indiilged 
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Kim in this fiiney^ and piitttii^ lier Ibet 4^ 
ttpoa thebedj lay. contentedly beside lum,^ 
^er nedc dndFoled by one of his litde ami, 
tfll^; overcome by weariness^ her eyies imeii-* 
iiblycloted^ and she stmk intoa profboiil 
^leep. The child also^ speedily began, again 
to ^mnber ; and . Margaret/ unwilling im* 
jamdiaCely to dirtnrb jAiem^ quitted the loom 
a Uir minutes^ to go in quest of a fresk si^ 
'flybf iael. 

. 'Tbbui^h Adela'S'i^s th^ sound . iepo8e>of 
yeuth and healthy yet khe was easily awaleen* 
j(ii by the voice of her Ktde coinpatfk>nj 
Tiifhi^ring close to her ear**-" Ai^'a pa- 

- mt iiyUb^^«iMei h«r ke«4 andv look- 
ing towards the feot of the bed^ bebdd^ as 

/If itioMl to thfei ijpot by iratjiris^^ . I/Mrd En- 

"^letdideliiAiself. f c 

Hfer shimbei^ tatukieif were.Mstored to 

.ib^ildt wtitHy in a^ftooient ! She started 

^ firom- her leciNuiNiit postui^ jaild apring^ng 
iifxm th« flM«^;i isKhlbtodr-thiihgiir and the 
||ltf!e.co«Bid^redr-|M> singiiihir a igofP^ lliat 
1^ EAuelrdde >fe«qd it io||KmMs to re- 
l^td h^i" Wifhottt a ^fe^ 
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•itittoiiidQail intniaion/' cried he ; *' I ksaew 
Wkoi, my deaf'Miss Cleveland^ that you weraf 
vfelarned. At the door of thia rocm^ whi^ 
rtber I WM led by anxiety, to know how Al- 
:gerhon had rested, I tpoke.^no one ans- 
tani^rod EDO; I then advanced, and found ^e 
apartment apparently demrted by. all but ite 
helfJess inhabitant. In some oonsteroation, 
Jaf^roached the bed,-^two f^oes w^re re- 
posing upon the pillow, one of wbidi I saw 
bekn^ed to the most iMplfpodent visitor 
^bUt efei deigned to enter a jrick chamber 
Aigemon, however; nnawedby sacfai mitg- 
nifienoe, seemed bappy an4 composed— « 
his arms surrounded you-— and before I cofild 
i^rtet^ hk €tj^efD^ hisJeyet, knew Hie, ^nd 
awakened yob.**: 

*^ Nothing can be mole; satii&«lory than 
thislittk explanation/* laid Adela, ta whjMi 
it had 'i^enrtime to recfirver from b» fisil 
ccM^bsion, ^ nor any thiiig mote ||ia4 I 
doubt not, than my present d^ffgna^}'^ 
But, i ham not kin|( b«« ^me jbi»K^^ 
tore iifytnt toiiny own ayMtmeiiti IhMijAn 
siromf ' to l^nowr how Lovd Qmify 4i«h^ 
se^tned pleased td see mn, dttaiMedf mt Iff 
lib tifie/ 11^4 MheollseioMfy^;ft9 
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yinu haorts h$Ai^ will feave you diill and ccmt- 
iortlfsfltthe vdntile dayv tinleM you now seek 
ttie'fafreslifMQt/ of a vfew^ homs tomtd re- 
pqae. l^W yon pMoiise to fellow 43m ad- 
vice?" ■ . >■'• ■\ '• - "^ I' 

^^ I will^ ixideei, — and am folLy sensiUe 
lliat it tft' ^9 beftt which oonki be given.** ^ 

^^ Good I nighty ihen-^-^H&d m^y your rest 
be as peaceful and^ reviving vas ^ the motive 
which induced you to defer seekii^ it aoon- 
er, was kind and benevolent.** : 

He then left the room. 

Margaret now grew Very urgent mtb her 
topbey the exhortation which she -bad re- 
ceiyed> and becoming eyery instant more 
fensiUe d its propriety^ sbe^ at length/ re^ 
tir^5 and enjoyed four or fivehours unin- 
terrupted sleep* The nurse had orders^ at 
ten o'clock, to call her ; she awoke chearfii) 
and p^ectly recovered; and having paid 
her little neighbour a short visits and fimnd 
liim going on exactly as sbe could wish^ 
desieended to the family breakfast. 

Lady Isabella bad quitted her apartmeht 
huA a few minutes before her. The conver- 
ealiofi which she had held with Mr. Aniies* 
lev relative to Ad^lunce they had last met. 



titaiMd ta her retotfectioii kMrtai^ 
IwMipiyito'ola^ct^ mA inw6bml»tily oMtm 
shade <^ celibe8S4U(id mserte met her eoim- 
tdnaoee as she fiint eddiesstd |wr« The 
change was immediiiteljryel^ rather than seem 
bf Adelaj whom it 8ur}irtsed no less than it 
secretly offended.. Had a longer degrae of 
intifmaey seeoied to warrant so finank a pro- 
c^ure^ her first impulse would have been 
to ask an ex{^nation ^of such appaient ea* 
price: as it was^ she could only determioe 
upon aflS^^ting Uiudness, and struggle to 
look and to speak exactly m she had done 
the preQedi<)g eveniiig* 

^^ But iC this . continues/' she mentaUy 
cried^ ^^ I willilotc^fer priy deparluTbafkh* 
gle day-^not half a day r . t 

<^ I have heard,"^: md h^^ I^bella^^ ^f es« 

.oelkiit accoiints' of Algernon' through my 

jBMud ; but. Hias going^p to s^ him mifuii 

just as you entered. I will now put <^ my 

t\^ till after breakfasit.*' ^ > 

Adela begged she would not do! this in 
;h9t aiDcount^ ab it was perfectly immaterial 
4o ber how long she v^aited. ' < J 

,, ^J^ But I am afraid/' resumed Lad^ Isar 



}mi^^\Hh^-MK Atmesley ^vboM ' nitt 4m 

Md5D w * htlrep lie h- sdiumfs i-aipfttient' Ic^ 
bneakfagt* 1 A# fttr ai)pt brotker^ fa4 is al^eft^ 
gdwe ttiit > I «Ew lijlii ft moHieiil befe^ hi^ 

- il^dcli Wkk«(l 4^ kiiovr i;rheChe^ (he had 
likttwise liewd from hjm the p^MiciitiliPS ^ 
ber bwA p^ly interview w4^ irim in tK^ 
ttUMfy. Stie was upon 4Jhe point of -mak^ 
iiig %h^ enquiiy, a deeply reoted 6(Mitenipt jdf 
dH un«eoe«,a.y «y,^ *,rgi«gfeer yet rno« 
than curiosity to speal: "npoii the subjeetc 
lUHt Mir. Anne^ey appeared, and for ' the 
present, fiealed up her lips. 

The manner in whicfc fie paid h^ts opmpltf 
nients to her, formed a very sMking eontfast 
w^ ^lat of Lady Isabella, €md mt» 4i^ 
me&t animated and polKtely cordial possiiblcf. 
^e seeme4 immediately to discern ttie lark- 
ing shyness which liad<jrept upon 'his^ wife% 
Mpeet Bf^ fe€ting»--*and arra^ning hifibself 
itt !lhe eaus(^, 4)e 4&x>tF0u^ly <lid ail in fals 
power at once to Withdraw Adeta*<s attention 
Himnit^^nd^ «ik mi iau^ away from 
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LaH)^ ItMibeUa*« reeellaMsti^y every Testigc 
of the prejudice be had been^ accessary ia 

fie. he^edr AxlelBi w»cdd give them sotsift 
aecoimt of the mas^pierade r 
" ^^' Did you^!' said hsB, ^ thrpogit their 
Asg«»a,^di»e«ver vrbiany of the cba««. 
ters were ?" ' ; 

I ^^ Tbere weivy pw>foaibly^" sbswered' she^ 
^^ very few persons present whon I shbal& 
-haEWe ^Dowtt uMuHt & madk; itifl fewer 
mkkmh ^^i^^ Mbei i In^d pgMteation miMig^ 

in-ftirf iuti^ : : ; ■ ;•;:.;: I 

• ^ Did f€m> tlaace^ or engage in coaiw fW 
iaoTLi orw^ifeyoQa.mere^pikbiattilMfcer'^MLi^ 
- ^ /^ In going liiroi^h ids» rooixks^ 1 WM4Mk 
-cnimnJIy adcfressod by^ sMtnl of lAie eoai<» 
•fROsjr, whose ts^nts hiMnevvry asi speakars, 
'didiiot apjaesr to me quite equal «a' their 
GGFiifideiiec^'T 

^ ^^ I an afraid diffidehce seMom bears a 
jftaC im^ortiosi to the Htsufficimey which 
.^lioiM datt it fiirtii; tfaoie who hava OMriB* 
-4iWQa vfaiaa ofibm w>id of Ia2ents> as thoie 
mba bare talnta: are vaid of eonfidemsf. 
But you were unlucky at' liiis your ikwt iif^ 
to a ipeai^ oi* aiwttiamaiit ' so* ga« 



«i'lM<.» 
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nerally in fevoar^ to me^t with nobe but 
flippant blockheads*" 

*^ I was by no means in so pitiable a pre* 
dicament. One mask<accoited me who wa^ 
a delightful exception to the general niii;of 
unmeaning speakers^ and proved 4iie very 
reverse of every thing either flifq^mnt * or 
dull" 

« *' What character was he in?'* enquired 

Lady Isabella* ,- 

\ *^ That of a Friar— »«vd the most cmt- 

versable and social Friar you can imvgine. 

I liked him extremely; but yi^t^ I cannot 

acquit bini of a design to te^se me. sonte* 

what unfeelingly .-—Perhaps, however^; ihe 

mistook me for sooiebody else, and myfin- 

.temal consc^iousness might lead me enro* 

^neously to conelude, that a discounie »o%pr 

.plicable to my real position muii be,;wtoed 

exclusively at myself. He taxed me^"*' ad4ed 

she, lialf smiling, '^ with beiiig pioon; and 

.though the inferences be chose to drsDMr fixnn 

that circumstance were not just, yet the ^t 

. itself was too true, nottoencoan^ a sua* 

.picioa that he was thoroughly aware! to 

-vtioin be ^ke.'* : , 

: , t' I b^n to think/' si^d Mr. Annedey, 
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^* tliM you Imd to content} with a very rude 
and troublesome personage.** 

^ N09 indeed ; you judge him too se- 
mitfkf. He was sarcastic^ but not bitter ; 
Mid the only thing I had to lament was, 
4bat he should happen to be too agreeable 
"^reoder his observations mere matters of 
indifference.** ' > 

^ Could he hear you speaking of him 
'with this candour and moderation^ how 
'tttiat his hooart amite him fcr haviiig givei^ 
tycNu aaa iii8tant*s painT 

'^ I am not <]piite so new to the worlds ais 
"^^^'toa 'iniisquerade ynl&Lwxf expectation 
tbf "findkig that the feelings wiU be i^^sflde^ 
^ a sbrawd and pointed alliMon . cpn Jie 
made: and I take it for gfanited» that if mf 
rlctaaid^l^ Friar i^ly knasw who i was,' he 
"^riiWnght teore of the amaaenient of perfdes* 
4i^ mej 'than 6f giving me either pain or 
-pleasora;** r* 

« When Mr. Annesley^ liler a breakfast 
'liwliic^ his psMence alone rendered sociable^ 
left the two ladies to themselves^ Addia 
'gmif^'very aaxidua lor the arrival of her 
/sister: confirming herself n)ore and more^ 
«aHLo4y'{<ftbeU«'s grantjr continued^ in the 



wink i{f getting a way^ aod ia i^gp^^ qir«r 

having been incKio^ ta- reipaiii^. . . : -n 

- Meanw&ile a^ ic^ngiii^ ^(HMMmtigD^flHed 

xip tbe -interval wkkh Ladji^ tebeUf^^wt^ 

Aaw to tfeet ptaotke i>^ siiulie^ .wlAniesiitii 

*Adela wa»avena ^tm bffig ita objectmrii^ 

Jiesa dffMred Ic^ abrUlga» than iid hev iueklaa 

companion. * . 

" fia^p)ly^ h^ IwlfslMpi'ai len^ retol* 

leeted tile ^aaijgtf wlMh.ahe. had-/y^ 

%f ya]^i^« a nsii aftav bi-aalefiiksti td.tkB 

nursery ; and rising^ - mtlt iwiriBl niantitj^ 

'•aiv'*"**' . . * 

> ^ H py l|mth(ar-€onieat>ii| htJkmei Ir liaolfr 

.M»||tlMk «^.Uitlit4feboy, te ^^iSkiwk 

' : <^ Yiea^Vns^Mrild^a, gkiLiaat^ «i^ 
-^fffm^Hiif^f^ afMAkng 0pa% ^of he|f5aail|r 

Lord Emierdale alao, by the atriiiigMl m^ 

oiaiit inthe woi^' ikid bt« hiMtMii ta 

^yiott ow inaaiu^^ a* laiu^ ar fln^Qftlodiillm 

iBomiqf » ia Kttio Ai|;etftQa'k mote i^^' . : . [ 

^' No4^mb«it:daex|ilai»)Kivit%a|ipea0d^ 

« Adoia thao,^ witkiaiit jpvafiusB. oo pimd(» 

c^ttiaiiv asd> iimdI v.adatad vfaal htfi iiaaiftda 



^ .^. 



So Ydtelltary VpreBf ^^l«-ewrtei app«ff 
gB^to tou<!h 'Lidy ^b^la^ * v^}fh trnmittdn ^fro 
her late suspicions, and for the distant !be- 
ha^bdr %hibh ^irtdie'^«dij^6idfitf|«i^ iiidi^ed 
hdr to a^ffltie. I9he tbcA A^ia'^lld)i<l, mnd 
Itia'tone- of sdfir^i^a^^d-— 

« i^h, my de^r Mt^s C*ft^kiidj 4ibwirii 
fiHittfly ^liibi^ attentke h«lve you'hWn^to 'oll¥ 
pcjkirHttfletet^M Ifcatn ^tetvii! ^'^^fis^ksUtfed: 
to own, that on my-^atirti-W^to'lja^^Sawtt 
Vk^vMtn\ I im^ys^^ fe ttfbw%^#' he 
aid ; '*thiliit*you, who had Keeti ni;^ so ^piktif 
hours later, cotdd not hfe ^dtti^fiett to go W 
<4«t'tiH yba-had geien bimyours^lf."^-^- * 
^ *^^ Wkat «lse *m rtifere ft)f,'' «aid AJtete; 
itaffing^ ^^ but ^ pM^e tfitet ydu trere ridt 
ittistakign in tfiitikhig Afe ft'^oddtitir^?'^-^ 
- cc iyou are -here,'' ^ri^^L4(fy f *abeHa 
WAtinly, '^ 'fot the s^aice^ria delight M m 

i^fr ■ ■- ' \ •• ' •■ ^ ^ ■ 

' 'iS^fefil, 'feJsing her eyes, wkh Jfeiftaps M 

totohlrVtafy^ teprftri^n <if 'i^rprfee at a comi 

ptiment so little expected, "tady fsab^la t^o^ 

lOiiredj^fltd^Si*— 

^ ' <^^^iita[^mu« riot te<A -at ftie^s if you <Jfei. 

trti«^thyi*n«i*fity, I afh not verj 4*fcei^ 

i-^Mcpe/ ^ftite^sa maussceie ^% \ xmc^ 
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appeared this morning. Pray foigive me, 
and let us go up and visit my .nephew to^ 
gether." 

AU resentment was banished from Adela'a 
breast by this ingenuous concession, and they 
were leaving the room in perfect amity, when 
Mrs. Somerville was anoounoed^ and the nest 
minute made her appearance^ escorted hj" 
Lord Ennerdale, who had wilked with her 
from Cumberland Plaoe. 

As Mon as she was seated^ and .had en- 
quired how every thii^ was going on above 
stairs, Mrs. SomervUle said^ 

^^ I am deli^ted^ Lady IsabeU% «id| 
yoinr little niece ; she was ranni9g f^boubtiiii 
roofti wHii«c^ own two girb the whole ttnae 
I. was dressing this mpming, and has. slhoa 
beeii a^very amuung companion at ourbreak-^' 
fast^table. I 'prognosticate that ^ she wi%?. 

ft 

sonae of them dayn^ be a great wit : ahet«U 
ready seizes the meaning of vjiike better ^Z 
than, any -diild of* l^r ^ I ever was fto^ 

mialntAd with *•— 

^' Do not be^oflSmcfed, toy dear Enner- 
dale;* said Lady Isabriht, '' if I venture to 
pbaarve^ that as - she certainly wiU never be 
a beauty^ it is extremely t^ be wished tha|; 
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Mra, SomeiTiile's prediction of Her future 
wit may be reaUzcdi**— - 

" I am not very ambitious/' said the Earf; 
^^ that she should, professedly, be either a 
beaoty.ora wit/* • . . • 

^' And be assured, resumed Mrs. Somer* 
ville, ^^ that she will never, professedly, be 
a fri^tl She is a little sun-burnt, > but her 
featereS' are pretty, and her countenance b 
rems^kabiy playful and agreeaUe^''-— ' 

^< YoQ have the happiest ^ent in the 
worli, my dear Mrs. Somamlle,** oried Lord 
Emserdale, " of flndiiig^ut^ in every ' ease^ 
its pleasantest aspect.%^ 

Then turning to Adela, he asked her how« 
fhe hone the fatigue and late how^ of 4h0 
preeodiag ^ight.— « ; ^ ' 

^ Ob^ she was down stairs this moming,*? 
crk4' Lady Isabella, ^^ in aa^ reasonable tiiom 
as if shp had had a reasonable shttre. of rest; 
Had I known hew vety kte it was beforeisrhe 
went to bad, I ishonld iiafo been griived that 

she left it again so soon.'^ . » 

^^- At what hour then did you eome back, 

Adela ?' enquired her sister*^ 

Adela tsid her ; and Lady ^Isabella then 

gxm a laughifig ^aoooimt of ^ rencontre 
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with l.effd' IQnnevdale^m ifae imneiy . M i«^ 
Sometville was pleased to find -that liieotr* 
^HMtarie^ltaMi'Ceaieio light through Adah's 
^wf) frtaknessytiiKlhilvHigftaJeMbtome^ 
observation upon it, asked *to hescondttoted 
tetbeniick diHd, 

. rLadjr kabeUa woiiid have attended her to 
hia-rooiti) but Was presented by iieaidrigrihe 
wnsequential knodk-of-rsome ^eariy mondog 
visitor, -aiKd cdbliged to depute the^iiffiee ita 
A^la. 

; Ontthe drawing^o<mi .landiTig->place, i1m 
listers had* a distinct ▼ibw'Of <the uBw^tomet 
—a tall, elderly lad))B-^wbo, as ?ahe dowly 
ttoehded the afairs, attentti^y ^une^ed 
ihem, bowed dsgUtly to ^rs. fiomsTiiik^ 
and with no very benign -a^iect^^nsmiied 
her deliberate progress, 
'. ''Who is that, EHnorr'' said Adili, aa 
iMnafe.they wike out of hearings 

<^ It is the Doiitager. Lady Enneiidale,'' 
inswi^ Mrs. SomdrviUe -— '' * I wtt.not 
aware that she was-<foi»e to town, iunriidol 
b^Uete dbat either 0ie Annesldys oth/gt son- 
in-law knew that the waa arriTCd."— ' * . . 
t '^ Sfa^tesiatfostferbiddifi|;ltok.'' \ 
«. '' SonethAl^to disoomfi^ jlet vath 
which^ probably, we have nothing to do* 
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Bkr xx^s^g vto .me at aU,^ wa^ a conie- 
soetmon which I scarcely expeeted^ and it« 
» great impro^retfieDt in civiU^^ since the 
ttiQie wiien we u«ed to pas^each other every;' 
seventh day ft chnrdi in the coantry .^---* 

They were- now arrived at the. bed-side oft 
Utde Ossely, who> the moment he beheld 
Mrs. Somervim seemed .delightedly to re-r ^ 
collect her^ and eagerly. called out-^? 

*^ When will you take me home with you, 
Ma'am, .as you promised ?" 

^VAs soon, my dear little boy-, ^s tlie 
physiciah says you. are well enough to get : 
op-" 

■ i -^ And 'where,'' resumed he, ^^ is sister ' 
ttari:iefe^--TWhat a great while it is. since I 
have ficen hery '— T 

•^ *^ She shall isomeatid visit you vei-y soon^ 
Algernon: but we were afraid of letting 
hejr talk and play about . in your room, 
till you are stout enoi^h to play witli her» 
But I have brought you a present from. her 
of a nice little story-book . full of prints ; 
and you must get my sister (your good * 
Fairy ^ to read in it to you, and I dare say 
it mil »t.we you very much, and not tire. 



you^r ov mabi yonr faes^Hviie ;balf ao ttueftl 

' She*:.thenvjirockicad her fift^ .wtdk tao^n: 
tliriw qindtotoys/ which vi«vpe mottipvtefiiQy. 
leoeived^ waA alberwtsds ibrawiii^ A^eht^ tD:«i 
^in^W/ Mid^ an a; lo^Toiceir^. 

^^ Thaw Ipidiemd, etep uaavsHm td ha;-*; 
tel^ >eoB8iderable infenEiatiQtafram qk^ UttEe* 
guest. Lady Harriet, rdittrre to tln^ <;bild's> 
inehiicholy ^atoty. Fo^ .tiie houoor. of hu- 
]n?n nature I am glad to find^ strange aa tb^ 
declaration ihay sound, thirt between . hi'm 
and his nurse theiie hsnre been feotts on botilii 
gides — at least, if those httle impetuositi^ 
of temper to which he is subfeet, dtfsertae 
tb 1r called faolts when put h&tocbiniwtlll^ 
with her vindictive inhttinantty. Ltf^i 
Harriet does not appear to haveb^im^en^- 
harshly treated herself by the- woma«i fi^« 
ber disposition, y lading, ithfltt^ g^y 
would probably dtsariiJL^aiithemdlttyi^i^' 
nical ^ natufie : - but she imiocently ax^now^^ 
Iedged> that her brothier, when irritatx^d'hy^ 
contradiction, was apt to throve bwiseif imeH 
violent passions, to fight,^ and to islter the 
most furiMs reproaches* \ ThenagiM^ impe^* 
riottSj and, from beii^ wholiy i|tMlbie/to 
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gdfenk' her dwn temper^ iUi^difiedia nm^ 
oage tiiat of another^ resented these obiM« * 
ish pra^oeatioiis with < outfag^^ivi malevd^ 
lence. The bo}l^ was beatea, locked i^. 
dSffrired &f vHhde iliys x>f steoteaneiit^ ^%ir» 
ligfaft^ exe^eisey md even-rHkeadfal to'thitik!» 
^-'^-erl!^ 6f noiimhmeirt J H» ated lib »t9ler 
w^ ^»ed '^at thbie seventies JBfkeitMed: 
on axseofint of hit mi^htiaesfe^ were isaiic*.. 
tionied and GOmiii«ided hy their ^fai&er<7 
QE^ie plKyi^ babiei^ implicitly heKeved the ertidlf, 
falsehood. Harriet learnt to think of iiord^ 
Eiliier^tf miJk fe«r and dislike ;-^and AU 
gem^^ after a long and tnefieetoal $trn^)er 
agafiiist superior force, fell into a sdrt of 
tb<i0d]f HfvtHy. ' His^paitskms' wirt tot^s6ft- 
0M^ Aot efa^Beated--4hdy 'irteFc merely* 
sftetiiefed^by mllen ahd^ coifckfitraled de3-«^ 
pakj-^-^A ' d^e|r si^ bitter sense of hk own 
it^mries, staid in inveterate detestiition of 
his^ppc^sam^ vodtHhtmiS m hb inind'^im^ 
ddrmined' bis i^«^h> s'hodk bia . hetres to^ 
]^e^8§ aM brat^ht' on^aU^* Ijb^ debility toi 
wMfehT^enowseehimi^ueied^ It isr probable^ 
thaitbe^Mm^chetd woman^ at th^ iSp^vfj^wce^ 
mmttof this taetfoal contest, ;had *h6 dell'? 
berates ili^dkssign;. B«t she adopted^ . lo cor->t 

K 2 
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rect bim, the v^ry means which^ far'awhife, 
vere the most calculated to inflame his con- 
stitutional violence ; and growing more and 
nf<ke Exasperated herselF, she persevered in 
these means With aggriavated infleiibility, 
till his sjMiit was Externally subdued^ though 
ifaterhally^ ' lill was rage, hatred, and turbu- 
lence. You turii ipale at this recital^ AdeTa i 
•*-it is indeed a fearful one! It has cbn^^ 
veyed a dearly purchased lessbU to fjord 
Xinnerdale, and never/ never will, it be ef* 
£iced from his rem^mbrauce T* 

*^ Could you bear, my dear sister^ t6 
represent the case in this strong light to 
him?" 

'* I should have been a very weak and* 
ilijudicious friend to have softened it where 
alone it could be useful to speak so explicit'^ 
ly. He heard me with horror, but tyith all 
the gratitude which a mind like his wto^ 
formed to feel for so painful a proof of dis* 
interested regard* The 9hild is to come to 
me 83 soon as he can be removed; and I 
have promised to take into consideration^ 
when further acquainted with his genuine 
disposition, the best plan for his future 
disposal. Severity, we have had ampfe 
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conviction, will not do ; neither can I sub- 
pose^ that with so much irascibility^ ;an* 
bounded induleence will be at all qiiore sue- 

* cessful. At present, soothing and tender- 
ness are certainly requisite to bring his mind 
round to its natural tone : 4)0t w^en the 
ravages of the late stormy period ate re- 
paired^ a system of calm, gentle, but steady 
authority will, I doubt not, be the only 
one calculated to rear him jup to wor& au^ 
goodness." . • 

^ All that you say upon this subject,** 
cried Adela, *^ ap|>ears to me the per- 
fection of wisdom : but whto I listen to 
anch sober and rational language, and Ioi4c 
at your youthful and lively Gountenan<$e, 1 
can scarcely persuade mysell^ that my etcs 
ai^ nolt deceiving me: ~ So much prudeMB 
^nd -forethought seem quite incompatifale 
with your age/' . ' ^ ' ' ' 

• '^^ An affectionate mother, my dear Adela, 
thinks so much about her own children, 
and studies their dispositions so assiduously, 
-that she very speedily becomes extremely 
qaick-si'ghted in discerning the ruling 'pro* 
pensities of the whole infantine ra^e. But 
^though I always love^ children,^ and when 

' . a^ 
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I wa$ a gv*!, talked yery sentim^entaHy about 
tl^n^ as ^eic^s ipcap^bje of all ^lile^ i no 
loBg^T pretepd to love them uppa so mif ^ 
laken^ a pj^a as that of their hannJess inr 
* nocmce. Witt^out due control^ children 
$fjp toriible ^ittle wild heasjts! jEJere and 
^eP9r yi^ f!fi^ ^^^ !^ he%Tt proQ^ to .grate* 
hi fdfy^ni jind n?Any of thegt^^fsm almost 
JHQrn wWi «pa SBtrao^rdinary seo^^ of jn^tice ; 

fe»t i^€§^ 9f9 ms4y ^ only virtues I ever 

fecund that they possessed without long ^cnl- 
'ti^aiibn ; «^ 'tho^igh of* evil ^|Qa)ities> poor 
VM^ a^nlsl thev* ,8tore if iticalctdff>lf^ ' 4 
4rieid c^ ptwrib vho if a f i^ii^ l^iijWiel^ an4 
jM jBffiseti(mate a o^ia as ev«9r |ite^>^cvti^ 
this doctrine w fjiF^ tlqii J once Ifear^ bint^ 
aieriaion of the $an|^ $dbont jjp£bi|^ 
jKiccnee^ aw Iu9 bol^^ ih^t thew p^dp)^ 
' wais a ch3d in cgdatenp^ who^ if its stia»igtlti 
&ad equalled Its jpassions^- would, hot hx9fi 
cbmtbitted balf a dozen nurdeia hefbia it 
wari three years old^ 

Here Adc^ was summoiDed to the door to 
ireoeive a note, and told th^t (he iBervant 
who brought it^ would uaU for ^ler wvner 
in balf an hour. 

Qreat was fa^ 49f|ir«9e on opening it, to 



t' 
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t|)6ijseave ithat it ctiipae fnonx J6!p»im> who/in a 
strain of uuwonted civility aDd.goodrbiUDour, 
•wrote tbtts--^ 

<^ We are very Jtoxiavs^ my dear ccmsin, 
'^^ to iiear b^ie poor Lord Cbsely la^s irassed 
'^ die night Era^ 4md us m>rd.; juad let 
(^^ me know idso vdbether it jrill bejconm^ 
nieot to y/iu to mseire w/&, i£ 1 emucon^ 
-^' trbre tp wH ^updtn y^oii ^tb^ tiybi mant- 
'^ iii|[ or tcHOfion'osr. ' 

■ff. \m^ W.^ h6sg^ js^ m39i^ kit 

* ^^^ ftnlkRe M«^ fEif 4lrar oowki^i yimvt 
^. Tery tralyi 

AAda, witHoot a single comment^ handed 
#M»jMltedtftiier Aifii^r llus aMn^nt she had 

4»y lfei«.fl(tQMrfilIe> iwhm^ in hnr ttim she 

li y<w i^e«aiw .Jbwifcp ii«^ ia it <&ot like 
^ ifbwiiiS |Sov hi»ste«k . whether sh^ wrill .or 
not, into forming an acquaintance widi 
her?" 

K 4 
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T '* jT assure you, Elinor, that Xiady Isabella 
,is not our fair cousin's object l" 

" I assure you, Adela—- sagacious as you 
niay think this coiijecture-^that she is her 
' objeqt, Jemima can have very little hope 
of faieeting Lord Enn^rdale at honie exactly 
Hn the middle of the day: but if she can 
-procare an introduction to Lord Ennerdale^s 
•'sister-in^law^ that may do as Well $ she msiy 
hereafter be invited to her ladyships partitas 
\^m 'iiitkiiaey nray be established bet^i^een 
:; th^ tworfamiii^ ^ sibe may become a fitvouritia 
here, and ecUpse you I — Are not these sp^ 
-'Culations: werth waking sMue i^rt iU> Rea- 
lize ?"— . - : .- . '* 

■ « * 

7' But meahMrhUe) hbv^' am I to answer 
fbirnote?" ; . '. ' 

; *^ .Why^ avoid making her irieooiHoilabljr 
angry. Appoint her for to-mc^ow, and in 
''the iiaterin^i apply to L^y IsabeHa for 'per- 
anisfibn to receive hei;. The business tiltiei- 
fgethcT, 'is pfovoking^'and disagreeable : but 
it is very uttsale openly to thwart so pushing 
fshd manoeuvring a personage as Jjemima* 
^<g is quite ill disposed Enough agfttnst you 
rilfeady V'**^ 
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. ' :^ And would you thef^or^ hatre,me,6ar 
. rad court her? ^ . ' .^ 

^' Oh, the heroic scorn there xwas in that 
look! My dearest Adela^ do not be ao 
childishly high-minded. I am far .from 
. wiishiog you to degrade yourself by servile 
. hjrpocrisy,: but something is due in this 
liaorld to prudence, and to a just regard for 
our own security. If you exasperate a girl 
of Jemima's stamp by daring opposition, 
there is nothing sarcastic and malicious which 
she may . not spread abroad to your detri-- 
ment. It is all folly to pretend to inviiloe- 
rability ,«— to say that she can do you no harm 
because she knows of you no ill. Envy cajin - 
• always supply, to an ironical spirit, materials 
^ for. mischief and fancier; and if; she only 
gets the laugh on herside^ that wiH be jiearly 
. as ii]jurious to yoy, as if she perverted the 
judgment, and influenced the' conviction of 
all her hearers.**-*- ' , 

, ^^ Well — I will answer her as you reeom- 
cznend. But I wish vve lived, in a world 
whence it was possible to, biUEiish. these ;deU- 
. berate insincerities.**-— 
. ^i You shall hav^ a, little pW«f fttted i^ 
.Sor yourself and a fiw bein^ Ibrmed . fgp* 



ma mumM ev wMms. 

ywiiiy te twiie with yob m it A^ it 
•ball have an atmoKphere df its .o«fto;11iite%h 
which emty ohJKt thaU distindtif >b^pear 
«udi ai it mally is^ wstfaook'€inhelltAfltaBEit 
ordeeeptiottof any kindi lleanwhlkj ooa- 
^eittnd> in tiis taraM^aeott l>all> t» 'took 
through, and fJso soBMtilMiB to ba v^ 
tlirov^, a deltisiife iRsediiiflar^«ne eattottidy 
fovdorable to die purpose of Mtgnifipiog o«r 
sense of merit, and disgpiuing wat coMaibus* 
1168^ of defeerB.^-«<^^ iiow, wnite fyana note 
'4A Jemioia, and, in tfhe' true fipirk of die 
-^oi'ld 'Winch joa inhabit, tell her thltyoa 
shall %e wry happy tii see her. haAf ka^ 
heBa cannot deny you 1i« pFiidlcge of »- 
eeiving so ne(|r a wlation^ though she is'4eer* 
tainly entitled to^ace^ise tiiaA of tohunsag 
invisible herself to whoever she pteases.** 

As i0on as the note was written and seatled^ 
jykia asked iier »ster how much longer el^ 
meant to leave her in Portman Square I 

^ We wiN begin taikfrig aboat your retarn 
hoiMe^o-motfrow: bet if Lady Is^bella.pr«net 
yon to "lengtlhen your sta^, 1 woidd Jwve 
you comply, and principafty on accottnt of 
^r little Algernon. Should, you leave the 
iMose btlbre |ie is a^ ta quit his mob^j ^ti^ 



Ims «f your caresses and'sstbenfton^ aodthe. 
totii want of anivpeqif i^ttfr^ch he will esiqpe* 
yieooe^ may depress his spirits^ and rnate^ 
fialiy retard his recovery. Lady Isabella^ ^ 
in^ Htg Jmt^i it s ptjffw^ |ln>fa0^r/in.lthev 
frodA does iMPfcippMr to me lz> lie a proft- 
fiMt: ia thff tafc^wdsriag hers^ icttraasi> 
|(^ Mr Mwplable to ^I^tldin. She woiiU 
^QinifQ npiSffffy day thnie or four tiaio^ 4uid 
ffdiJt to k\mi for & few misuifes with fliee* 
^rinpyiili kwdsMSB^^ ipv^ 4he&.ieavs(^ hiift as 
4ii]I lUEbshe^faMtfioundlitai. . He ivants some^* 
A w d [| r thit esitgfttliy: awakes bis^yer fe^ 
fngp, or ncausage hia gss^ut :oiies. , But 
let us now go back to the drawing-roomv I 
m^vAd not hav^ Lady £aiierda)e iosagine 
.Ih9t vm awid tor,"--- 
• Lady £on€9rda)e> bowcyeSj hefooe the two 
rn^if^^ re .appeaxisd^ 1^ left ibe house, and 
tlefit ils fa^ mistceas, ever 'too projoe to be 
on^imMd tgr the opbiosi of ^the lost speaker, 
jairithe most ludifsroas popdcsity as to the 
Codings d»e oug^ finally .to encoura^ re^ 
apecto^ Addbiandher whate^me; ; 
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CKAP* X« 

BAFFLING. 

, .* ' ' . ' • . . ■ - . , 

I THKBoble matfofi^ ja$t dqtelMli hadptid 
•80 eariy a viait for tiia eKprem purpose^of 
-cailing Lady Isabella tou an aoeouslt fblr -aii 
>ct of ddinqiieiicy of whicb^ aisinnedly; 'it 
^vraa scarcely possible to be ^more &orooghlf 
•guiltless.. She had taxed her with htmg 
laccesisary to the sudden dtwmission of yonng 
•Qssely's nurse^ a .woinan whom Lady Eii>* 
•nerdale had . recommended^ and in whoaa 
r^wdfaise she jprofesBed to tajkea consid^uble 
interest*. 

'. ^^ 1 only arrived in town,** continued tbe 
offended Peeress, '' at ten o'clock last night, 
Imtossed after my journey, and anxious for 
^nothing so much' as rest and quiet. But in 
*iny hall, the moment I alighted, I beheld 
j)oor.Manby, drowned in tears, waiting to 
acommunicate to me the news of her disgrace* 
3he. affected me so mudi by her complaints^ 
and the i:esie^tment wbidi I could not b)|ft 
feel at the inconsiderate treatment she had 
received, occupied my thoughts so painfully 
the whole n^ht^ that 1 scarcely w9s able to 



close <m]r ^^es. This morning, therefore^ 
'instead of writing to yoa a note^ Isabella, to 
announise my arrival, and to ask you to 
! come to me> I preferred shortening my own 
stt^ponte,^ and dfiving hither to seek an imr 
mediate explanation of sa extraordinary a 
>trtifeS(rtion. Are you not conscious, that 
in addition to the barbarity of suflfering a 
fai^ftil domestic to be turned iiit of yol»r 
ihgiise widi sOch indecent precipitation, you 
htfre been guilty of b breach. of respect to 
!me^ who' originally . pldoed her with your 
.poor sistei^s children Y* 
; ^^ These V^monstrances, pny dear mother,^ 
.said Lady I^^U^> '^ should be directed to 
•Lopd^Ennerdale, and to the friend whp was 
his CQiHiselldr^-not to me. . I had n^ Toioe 
in tbe.atfwTy. arid. scarcely, even in thought^ 
the slightest participation .•* 
. ^^ ' i^i^;wbo was this officious counsellor?^ 
. ^ Tiil00y y<Hi met in coming up stairs ; 
Mrs. Sbmervate.** 

, ^' And ;|irayi/'my Lord,** iiesumed thfe 
Dcmagtey addrtssi Ag' hei^ son-in-law/ ^^ upon 
what .pretence doi$s Mrs. Sbmerville assume 
tthe , jprivil^ of ioteti^ii^ an ysour . finmily 
•^iTQcig^mfittts;? .1 hwrd iSottitrtbi«g : o£ this 



tmS .-.VLMn m tummu 

* • 

^mt JMiniwtad. hf-Muhy, W|b^ i^pnMk 
4IB the empty aociis«d9n Mjf a poor initided 
jaretfbijre^ ararcek^ QDr^cto«s;of vhttk jii» ai^ 
Muled i-«-*fet ;tfift sigkt of Mr*; Soa^omNe 
Hb :tbb faonse^ the iveiy mmamxkt I elpkbmA 41, 
i Ofva some wiiat ataggeKd «iie " 

. JLopd Eimenlale hstened t6. th«e amiiuiii 
iB^e mterroga|ioas with vbible Jit pleMars. 
"ifc hmd never been deficient ia Miqpeofe to 
ieny meniber of hjis wifi^s &itiilf ; amck lei» 
<wouid foe have tveeted witi| irreyenace Imt 
'mot^er^^ who^ exokmte g(« little antiqofried 
austerity, and some tendi»iby to eheiiah coer 
titMtted opinioiis, was a j^evfeody eatimttble 
oharaoter. Yet mi attack so direct pfovoked 
l»kn> the .mbee especiatly, , as Mrs. Someiw 
villa was implicated ta it, and seemed so 
fiooVky igieen up to immerited. ^eenauve by 
Lady Isabella. 

' He entered with eamestneiB twl^ « de- 
fied iiecf^ont Jot the whole «jB4l^'drew a 
forcible picture of the indtgaitiee kis ^hoy 
jiad suftsied ; tbe «tate to vi^i^ 4:hey bad 
iredaced bim; and allfidged 4be opiRKMi <if 
&r. ]l^ ia T^indieatioa ef his diemiipioft of 
^eattfse; ettdij^g; by an eulegi^pi apc^ 4he 

46Mndiy«osidMt «fJMbi»&9nm9ttto4iiBn^^ 



iUMiatad sod ^grateful. 
t l^fidgr EBoenlale wat. sburded at A» >tiiii» 
.wmk ^Moatk «ith «4uch her Mii4n-kiw 
jmEfosMmAhimati^ Sim 9$t siieirt «mk <n^ 
^imteB^ ^aepljr pen^Bnag ^qxMi. its: ppabaUt 
•ootiw;: M9i*|iai, icnAeavoimiig lb seio in 

*^ How long has your lordship baett so 
omH ^nqwantai with iIIhs iaaiiHiatiiig young 
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^' I inttadaoed »f»alf ia Imt sad heir 
Juiaband daring the tatly put of sagr )»t a&r 
lidence at Mordington-Castle/* 

. *^ And is fiot th«t ^^usb^d/'^ nesoaaed ihe 
Countess^ with an air of sovereign ceftteoifit^ 
"^^ a^footafthe^rstmi^itader 
' ^ Whaemr has eonar^od lo y^n^ Isdj^ 
Epperdale^ so «n^alified an asseetiott, fcas 
done him the highest injustice^ and grossly 
imposed appn ysci. Though aoi|t endowed 
wiftfa briBiaiit qualilias^ h^ is a puaof iio- 
Bour and ieoaii^ct tta is iwaom-l^ri^^ 
and^ as ypa iftnafc oHea haw rhevd prc^ 
daiaa^intbe oouatry, li^eml4|i .tfae kidi- 
'geot^ and hospitaUe 4e hi* aqaala. He 
^admitfes^ and faiowa Jiiigr ^ dis*iagaiaii 
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* 

fydent^ and merits and Jthe best 

of both sexes is frequently to be met with 

.at'his table/ Mrs. SooierviUe is the grace 

and ornament of these jvell-selected parties^ 

She. has a. vivacity so. tempered by softuesf^ 

tand, an elegance and high-breeding sp.easy 

.and.natural^ that her boi^ possesses attrao* 

tions which scarcely any other in town can 

boast;'— 

^ *^ And she has sisters^ .and" cousins, who 

contribute in no small degree to heigbtea 

these attractions ! — ^Was not that young lady 

one. of them whom I saw with her upon tbie 

stairs ?"— ^ 

i /^ It. was her youngest sister^ Miss Cleve* 

.land.'*-^- » 

^^ And whither are: they now gone? They 
did^nQt pass me to quit the house^ . but seem;- 
v€d proceeding towards some of the upper 



rooms.*^- 



i ." They are gone to visit Algernon." 
- f^ Humph r ejaculated. Lady .Dnnerdalcy 
(taking an immoderate pinch .of ^muff, 
^^ These are strange noveltie^^ and tluB 
4$ a strange world I So ^ violent a prepQft^ 
tsessioQ .in ^&vdur of jthis Clev^llii;^ faix^il;^, 
da. one of the veicy: lastoQCorr^c^s I shQuM 
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jiave expected to have heard • .Why do you 
not keep open house^ Isabella, for them 
^U f— For the GeneraVs wife, who wants to 
marry her son to your cousin Eadocia r*-*- 
For the General himself, who wants to mar- 
Yy one of his daughters to my good Lord, 
h^re present ? — And, above all, for this 
young Miss Cleveland's mother, who VkmUi 
he glad to mairy hen poor girl to any 
body?*— 

*• ^^ Miss Cleveland's mother ? "^ repeated 
^LsAy iszhella^^^^ I thought she had beeft 
^fttd***— 

^* Poor creature ! — ^No ; she is only deaA 
to &in€ and hoi^our ! — Mr. Cleveland dU 
Vorced her eighteen years ago. Her seducer 
Juried her, but she is now agam a widow; 
I aoi informed, that this unfortunate ^de* 
soendant of her*s, (who may, however, be 
a very deserving girl) receives no "sort of 
tbuntenance from Mr. Cleveland ; 'znA <liat 
^he has been lately paying a visit of const^ 
tierable length to her misguided mother.**— ^ 

Lord Ennerdale, who saw by the counte* 
*nance of Lady Isabella how uniavoumbly 
*thift' discourse worked upoiK heiv and v^ 
a species of consternation in every feature^ 
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w-iaw — : 

£lev^Uu;Ml 4o b^er ^k9t^ J^y^ tl^is. visit } It 
3va9 swctipQ/ed by mtu^y ^f her family ; . i( 
was determiQ^ uppo when her fSkolhsx^iW^ 
jin nfl^ilQtioii and ApUtude ; it tjras dictate by 
latwtipwp of dajy, a^ osgrtm^y n^ftsoM %^ 
i^iig but cr^ ufmi hfW irh9 rttf4$rtqs)»k^ 

It. •*-• 

'* Well, wj^l, ^re mU ff^ tlj* a^l^cet. 
.« mot pitiable predicament* If ^n_n^^|||^ 

if .si? jmsm^ v^.im* t^ waw» % 

isatter «!Mt,^Lord E^nf rd|^, yw p#lEt 

*MJ^lMfe i» -fee, M^mr'V > ,, 
r '' fetouf «»ay.«pjto town, wei|^.« iniju^ 
iK» li^tr- W4 Mw. Bellwont, 4i|t$m4i^J7i<)(ipr 
Jy/t^ deep there one n%ht, ^^d tv 9f!ospe4 
jQP pur jw^mef ti^ foU^wii^ ^ijr. Buil juijr 



b^^ritib the Bdlamqnts tU) 4^y fCQftie^iip tp 

'' An^ how toon mil that hapiieii?** 
" It depeniis ,upctti cincamatf^AOiiilB. |if r. 
•JBveljbmoiuy ^on is ab^rtly .cpoiang of f^^ 

brate the event with all i^imgijBiibJitf |ii9li>H<y. 

JSfi^i^a W4S teffipA^ ^by Hi? ^gay inspect, 

to ^f 4ip ftv » <we tJl»fi>ttp««Hioif «l JU)i^ 

:^tl?^ gnijidle pf .«|x| ^iKjoth." 

Her ladjTship then inquired yni^j 'ipJiBp 

■'|Nre8eiit her'gu^t; ' 

Wh^ tlie eifscimutp^DOC h^ tfoef. Bure 

'« ^eU," «»i4 the <>#t«^, a^fiH»f # nbnvt 
K^fyw, '*! wil^ iptwitfasta^diiig, ii/l jrpu ,4iifs 
^poae^ to «dintt ooie,' joi« yoiy party.-r. 
^Illirisiga,<)iimt^rvifft^ I »jiy ^aljictoj^ 
lii^rs^ a ilittle iajt^p tbi« j!^ -QtiBiwIf^M^a 
•^ajMctfr$'»-4io^ f«r<»y pMfii;»g' fK^wei^ jta% 
dors me more end m^re soUdtoya |to lii^ 



•2t2 • TRAITS or NATURE. 

jeoyer the real motive of that problematical 
benevolence which she^ is exercising towards 
myfkmily."— 
She then took her leave. 
During some minutes^ a profound silence 
sncceeded her departure. Lady Isabella wiEs 

•Ihe first to break it* 

•«« How vexatious to the feelings^ and ha- 
rassing to the spirits," cried she, ''are tHe 

-endless diversities of opinioii one is con- 
strained to admit of this whol^ Cleveland 

rconfederacy r . . 

1 . Mnch offended at such un expressioci^ 
Lord Ennerdale gravely said~ * 

- " ^ This is language^ Lady Isabella^ which 

*1 hope^ for the criedit of your own heaVt, 

-Ton have^ .no design to apply to Mrs. So- 
merviUe, or to her kind sister r : 

c..<f It is 'true,** Tesumed her ladyship, 
" that T witness in them botli nothing btrt 

•S*hat%ppears in the highest degree amiable 

'aisd meritorious ; — yet, it is equally true, 
that r hear of them, except from you, .no- 
thing but what is equivocal and suspicious. 

*-Where individual opinion thus clashes with 
piubUe ^timation, what standard have wt& 
togol)yr /"^ 
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^' The i^tnodard of Uteson and jobtiee/ 
my dear Bister. Attend to facts hither dian 
to rumcmray and^ if you consider t^em ita-* 
pacrtidly, you will always find tha^ they are. 
the safest as well asthe pnost equitable gD^dea; 
by whiph to fix a wavering judgoientf But^ 
Isabella,** pursued he^ with sboie agitatiop^. 
^ detain not Miss Cleveland under your 
K>of whilst your thoughts of her are in sa 
iuctuating a state. Your countenance will 
betray your internal indecision i you will 
^i^atd 4ier with alternate coldness apd af«* 
Ibction \ yoo will deeply Awroiind a spirit 
which, whether you Anally discovei^ to ,b6[ 
^Ifish or liberal, it would in tf^, ,at least, be 
I9inpard0inable ingratitude to afflict.** , 

V I sljould be truly reluctant abruptly, 
to part with her,** i^esuoied I^y Isabella 
^ since, when left to Piyself, I feel the 
strongest disposition to- love her, and the 
most'perfect reliance on her artlessmss.f-t^ 
Would I had never heard any. thing to b^r. 
prejudice !— rl need not,** added she, with % 
oonscbus smile^ ^^ acknowledge to.yo|i, that 
I am deficient in that vigour of mind^ and 
confidence in myowndiacemment, which^ 
inigbt preserve me from the tonnent of be^ 
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iiig ftim-pA^peOitftty utiHttiged in- aH Aj 
sentihidhto l^ every opposing -breaA;** ' 

Lo^ Ennerdftle fbixnd it kx^sible to* 
ferib^Y sitoiUng also, at an a^Wat whicli^ 
howfhrer eandid, was^ at least iti the preMent' 
io^tflHice so cdm^^etety superfluous.' Butf 
h^te he c&Uld maker afty rtfjlty to tb, lM(n». 
So^«r«ille ^lid AMar Ml^'red^ fh« reoAi; 
lirid ))re^fitly afWr^ a ^tMoe^kni of vi6ito«# 
j^dr^ lA upon Lddy fsab^lla/ atod h^ b«i» 
«Agiged til! nearly Aftnier tinfe. 

When bei» skter, s^ll iift^«d by Ldi# 
Ehttdhtlile, «i>^^ b««k fd <Dtfiiibftl86^ 
fUitfti Adek sought r^fAge fif^ a mnikaitti& 
<tf sti^Migeiv, #hoI)7 tnkmtek^iitg' to h6r,- 
above stairs, tod •~<feVdt(^''h«fHei^ ^Wirelf «> 
yottng Ossely; SAe'read to him'i sbe 'in- 
vented* litaeqtii«( gam^ tibat bret^bt- %ift^ 
tti«ft^ to^s Mint. SdmervMle- had 9«^iietf 
mHi idt!h ; ftbe'sttdg nurseiy ^oAg^ t6 hiffiri- 
tfl^'toVtrttkn st^^^dT Her t#6 tit^^b^miiiM,' 
iitfl <>^ ft very, vdy good boy, it eomta of 
A^rs/' «*lb ftomelKnies came- to play vKSi 
diKftli *,-^iri short, ihe so saoc^cssfUly higl^i 
^a&d'lierlblf in bii&vbtir^ 80'hi)gi»y eittei> 

fiiMdiiy^ts^ ihat^^he^t^Bn B.' p4ia-&f» 



jirofimioiial Yimt> tie adclressed to. her the 
most flatteriag oomplkiients upon her taleais^ 
botii M ariittfBe anid a ccMnpatiion^ and de- 
dared that the child could not .possibly^ 
halr«^b€iea gopig on more completely to bis/ 
fittti8&etioa^ .... 

*^ I wish,** ad^bd he^ '^ I could conUnaiuk 
as skilful a coa^utor in half the sick rooms 
I imi summoned to attend. Your face iti* 
deed,, niigfat do a' good deal of miscbi^ 
amongrt some of my more inftunmabte pi^ 
tients: but .that is a risk worth runfiitig,! 
sftiti-^vkMild be weW eompenaat^ by. fhe 
beci##cntl effects you eonld .imt fail ^ p»H 
doeei ufpdn tine despcmdin^^ whom you woiMd 
cbear^^^tbe irritkble whom your would stiotbii 
— ^and the^td^l^id^ whom yod would: viariQr*'' 

^*- Ifldny of these «re j^Septs, . Ikcitor^^t 
^idtAdela, << n^hich you ^if^bt,; wfaare 'fliifh 
fery id^ bals^nlic^ produce youmeST. Wba( 
piMieM^^ottid rejliain insensible tq c^mplisT 
itaieMr so .well turaedy if yoi^ cbds4 httt; t(Br 
adfllhiist^ thurn .with your less pida^taJljj^ 
pvesiMpfiioiis! . > . 

i* A pbydfciaiiy my iikt youag! lady^ 
wl)io ^tmderstasids his frade^ nerar flatters 'his 
patieaits till tbieyi^egfH 1o be^CTnvahsecas^i 



fn^ TRAITS OF; MATUftE. 

A 'bed of paiD or danger; is »a p3ace wIliMFe 
•itiber men or fji9omen will listen mih satis* 
fiiufkion to eIoqi}entdet*ItoiaCion<r^evefi tbotigh. 
that declamation possesses the additional 
charm of being directed to the praise iof'tbeiF 
own perfections. The eloquence of looksfis 
all that 

• w— — *' Sickly tats 
• *' DesTd with the plamoi^ of their own df«r graaas^ 

will gratefully attend to ;«-^and in these, . you 
are better qualified to succeed tlian. any. 
orator in the British dominioas.** ^ 

• Hetheh^ more seriousljri eonveiwdfora 
few jDiinutes, on the ai]d^t of ttieinyiiiid ; 
left some general 4ir«ctions with }/b^fffkf0ty 
and making his bow to Adela^ darted* . 

The house being at length deared ft 
momiag company, kady Isabella, tiled to 
dfeath^ and ptotesting thiit she would ncs^r 
^in suftf rodbi a number of people to be 
adittittad^ jdined her young guest^ and aa* 
nouneed to her the addition they- were to 
havte/ ia the peiion of her inotber, to their 
dinner-party. Had she been judicioiis 
enoi:^ to stop there^ it had beM well; but 
the needlessly entered into particubara ex- 
tremely unpleaaant to her auditresa> and 



'i^fikb ' very if I disposed ber to anticiptfe 
Llidy Eimerdale's arrival with satiftfaclion. 
Siie Heconnied, hy way of preparing Adela 
for oold looks, the anger with which her 
iMther had learnt the expnlsion of Mtoby ; 
atfi even alhided/ but too intelligibly, to 
the displeasure which she had/^ on that ac- 
count^ conceived against Mts. Somerville: 

^ But my dear Miss deyeland,** added 
Mn^y ^ yott must ^not be disturbed by any 
iqipearance of reserve which you may re^ 
lisark in her. She is a most excellent, and^ 
in reality, benevolent character. Some 
painAil circumstances, you know, have oc- 
cuTfi^, which render her not quite so friend- 
ly as I could wish to certain individuate of 
-yotti^ 4amily, and she maty, ' jt^st at first, 
tc^fd you with less cordiality than you 
deiKerve. But before the day is over, I trust 
-that on her part, all shyness Will wear away, 
ftftd that on vours, its previous symptoms 
will be forpven.*' 

' Adela, concealing her vekation at this 
coiorrmunication as well as she wsd^ able,, 
made to it scarcely any answer ; but iasfant- 
ly resolved to summon to Isir aid all the 
pmience c^ mind, and all the tranquil 
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rMQhvktyx)i 4epMMor wb»;h sjbe could oom- 

ipaiidy ta \rar4 off from tb^ projudioed 

vmU>r the slightest temptatioa to ai(y in- 

.ciTility distressing ^th«r taber fe^U^g^or 

.her pride« 

She consider^ that^ unsnpfoi-tpd-.liyM^ 
.of her ow4i.conne€ti(Uis^ she wa^ oa the p^iQt 
of beiag in the pveseiMse of 000 tp .wt}imi 
<ber brother iiad i^qdered hiQiself qkf^Tiom 
by bis duel wi^h Lk^ JBupQid^le^ illld 
jwhom Mr&» SomerviUe h^ |iiide«^|0i«d}y 
irritated by bier recent iafeerfeompe ifl^-tb^ 
jafi&iv of. tbe unx^ Personally i^^- hud 
^iveu die austere couute^ no c^ape <]^ ;e^ 
fenge 1 yet she was taught to e^pi^ . w 
-frigid a reception^ thajt ^Ire^dy >cbil[l^ by 
it» and half dismayed^ she thoi|g|bt it M)w^ 
Jut^ly necessary to forjn «a ddib^^tjfs tyjStgj)^ 
jof coiduct which j^b^uld^ aibrd to <en0)^y 
no advaotagp over hery Jby . tlie disgjby ^Hbrr 
pf levity of carid^^e^ childj^b fjmi^^^. ^ 
affected defiance. 

. Inif^ri^ssed with a full sens^ n^ ^tbe .|po- 
priety of thus acting, she >ajy(Wed atii^ble 
in a chararter wholly new^ and . WHIv ^ 
jupeet.d|b95^ring 8pvcon]ypl^t^^4fofa.t^y jtbgt 

l4>rd Entieidale or Abe niastef; m4 f.»itlww 



^qf tlw bouae Ja»4 ^^ ff^m hef wmr% that 

they coi?ld scarpeJLy feeli^^ feor |o fee, ^b^ 
same iiidivi.diiHJ. fler p<}ji)^e|iaac$ ^44.«flh 
jfti)me4 no .c>i?^actpr of ^SBg^^li^ i s^li^mr 
Bitjr, bjit ifJ? OTpic^sipn jbi^ aUgJ; ^^m^ 

upjissuiflUjg ;|s ^t J^fi^d Jb^^ in t^p i^orftwgrr- 
bjit jit wjis, five ye^ff pWpf I ^t :aii^90(N^ 
a. 4^gr!e.e ,of ^te^dififf^ ^4, ^IhpommM 
wh^ch w^i4d.h/iF!e pftt ift^ofeocpitsii^f .Wt^lf 
jppuijfenanice ; yj?t ?1J ilfs wajiyp «p9fl«*JtX Wr 
inainjEMl lyin^urfljd, md tljppg^ it? vifil^y 
was obscured^ )l)yqetae3^ ^jod i^idei^itfun^j^ 
}vef^ conspic^pu^ );i every logic, , 

J^dy Enn^jpdj^le jy^ ^wt pi:f?paf qd for ^ 
cfncounter with one whose nxaniiera \f^xf \ »q 
lijttJa open , tQ ci^tjf^^— -*itt ^^o^ «ich 
gmr^^d but smph ppprie^ w^aa -a^pj^rc^^t j 
and the disappointment — for to the iUwn* 
dii^e^ it 19 ^gifhtlfisis a xliaapppiatment to 
disc$^$r ,»o|bJiwg tbat can te oensiyredr— Q?n- 
found^^ ^tki p^My ;:;educed her to isileijce. 
Sir. A^tuesley was the oi^ly p^son ^ t^ahle 
with wjhppa s^e.oqcasiojo^Ily fi^jayeried j Wd 
]$Q.nesdftie> e^^^gjed in c^ftf iousj^ pb^e^yi^ 
A4ielp^ squrcdy^ppke Jainjuj^ JL?4Jiy l^WJ?^ 
thottgb at first struck by liie change in her 
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SSO TtAlTS OF NATUA». 

fair inmate, presently became accustomed ta^ 
it^ and wearied by the morning's exertions, 
grew languid, and seemed thoroughly averse 
from making ^ny further effi>rt to appear 
agreeable. To Adela, the dowager reluctant 
as she would have been to acknowledge it, 
wanted courage to address herself. She 
wished her incessantly, but wholly l^ 
stealth. She wondered at her own back- 
-wardness to speak to her with the same free- 
dom which she had been accustomed to use 
towards other young people. She felt pee- 
vish and ill at ease, yet knew not where to 
r^st the blame, nor how the inquisitorial 
purpose of her visit was so unaccountably 
baffled. 

When the ladies rose from table, Adebi 
went up to.take leave for the night of little 
Algernon. 

He had just been assisted to rise in order 
to have his bed made, and wrapt in a lar^e 
^awl, was sitting upon Margarets lap. 

At sight of his young friend, bis eyes 
sparkled, and stretching . forth his arms, he 
begged her to take him. She complied, and 
when he was comfortably established, pqlr 



tkAiTs or NATtjfts. ijai 

tfng his moiith close to her ear, be caxitioufe* 
Jy whispered-^ 
/^ Where is nurse Manby ? •* 
Adela scarcdy knew whether it was advU 
table immediately to answer this .question 
.i^ith full unreserve, and tiierefore, kfter a 
moment's hesitation^ said, 

^* Your papa has given her tsaVe to ger. 
«nd see some of her friends.** 

** Will she be away a great while f '* 
, " Do you wish her to conie back soon, 
Algernon ?** 

^ His complexion varied, and his expressive 
eyes spoke the deepest resentment, whilst 
^passionately he answered— - ^ 

^^ No^I never wish her to come back at 
rfl— Ihateher!'* 

^^ Was she liien, my poor little boy, $o 
wry, very unkind to you ? * 

^ She said, papa told her to use met acT 
ill-nature(Uy-*-but I don*t believe it now, for 
he is very good to me> and don't beat int^ 
«nd shut me up as she did ! — ^Do you think 
he bid her do it?" 

Adela's eyea filled with tears, and press- 
ing the wan and feeble little complainer lo 
her bosom^ she answered with much em o- 
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- '♦ 

ttott— ^' INbi Af 'A\^trt6ti'; 1 am siJ^t lie' 
did not. He loves you tenderly, artd wisliet 
to see you happy, and will da eirei^ thing 
h* Ms^fWWer to ihdkfe jfdu sb,~feat fio<v, 
dWfr'Ufef, tall hhd tfiirik of tomethitt^ else,* 
aiid ftii ittit thus' agitate ybarSi^tf/ Niirse 
Manby is far away; ahti very likely ybU toajT* 
if»rf s<»m agaid'/'-^ 

« Then," saic! th^ cRildi grkdtiatty l*cb=.^ 
vering BiS stifciSl^^, *• tetl riie ioiri^ inoi* sto- 
i*§ aboiit fo\!iit littlte lii^fAs,' arid tHeil- tbusin 
"Willy. When papa came up to see mie, ^HttW?^ 
fkik vfitH dreissing for difiher^ I asked Hiih if . 
ft vrM at! tr\ie w&at you had told itae about 
them, and if he W6uld ev^r Mt nite g6 aiJPtk 
^'th^W? A6d 1^ saMyl^; amTbe said 
how very good it was of yoii €b ^thf ite tk^ 
iMig, and j^ay ^(h xft^ Hht!'^ ihe Amus- 
ing stories; and ht dsked nte if I diddolT 
ItoVe y<^ vtry^ very rtucH ?* 

^^ Ahd vHiftt did i^ %' to th«i «€k*^ 
Algferhbtt ?* • — 

'' I iaid," amw^si^ h^, fti^^hg hr« tirffi^ 
round her neck, ^^ that I loved y^u deiif^-^ 
b&ltef; 'tfmott, Aan any body itt the whble 
#brMr 

*' Aifd dm ^our pafpt Kte that aiii^iH^r ?' 



YltAin dFKAtVM. d(2a 

^* Yes^— for he kissed me directly .•* — 

Adela, smiling^ kis^^d bim too ; and then 
inquired who were the persons she almost 
rivalled in his affection ? 

'* Did you ever,** ciried he, "see oiy 
aunt JSilddciSft r* 
• •• No> never.* 

** Oh, she is very good natured, and verjT' 
merry ; I wish you knew herr**— ' 

A little bustle at the door now drew fheir 
attention towards it, and presently Lady 
Ennendaje 'entered^ precieded by her dauglv 
iter, who 6ame up as her conductress. 

Adda bowed as she safy but paos^ a ftm 
diinutes before she resigned her charge, less 
from jtey desire tb witness the intdrnew^ 
tSmn frott unwilfingness to appear anitiMi* 
to shun 1^ dowager^s company. 

Algiernon, at sight of hi« grandmother, 
^om be knew wa» in the house^ and there*< 
finre befact^ without emotion^ testified neilficr^ 
gladness nor sorrow^ but received her with? 
the most tepid indiffer^oe/ and shewed the* 
stroi^st disinclination^ when Adela aros^ 
to depart, to aacqpt in compensation for her 
loss, the Mciety of her venerable subsdtate*. 



^4 TSAfTS OF INATUBB. 

CHAP. XI. 

• < 

CONFESSION. 

In deference to La^y JEnnerdale^ her two 
sons-in-law spent the whole ev^ing ft^ 
home. No visitors were adipitted^ and ao« 
thing was wanting to render this domestic 
party sociable excepjt a g^uine disposition to^ 
feel «o. But ^^ all appliances and means to 
boot'* may be furnished to produoe cprdialti-. 
ty> yet^ if the spirit rebels^ they aretptdly 
imavailing. The mere ceremony of asfetef^ 
fating in the Siame room^ and caJUiqg.each 
other mother and daughter, cousin and 
brother^ efiects but li^le. Eaae and vAw 
iMcy are so far from beii^ inseparably at** 
tached to nearness of kindred, that in ibtt- 
whole circle of creation^ nothing can suifttsf 
the heaviness and restraint itrhich is often 
seen (where the principal individuals e:aot 
too much) pervading, '^ in clouded majesty^*^ 
a family party.— 

After tea> and about half an hour h^oM 
her carriage was annpune^. Lady Enn^- 
djile, resolving not to be utterly foiledj ap^: 
pro^hed the little tal)Ie at which Adela wan 
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Horking;, and Ik^ring near it for some iimfi 
without qieaking^ at length sat down> and 



. ^* Y<m have been very attentive and kind^ 
Mm^am, to my young grandson above stairs^ 
apd we^oQght all to feei greatly obliged to 

To tbis^ no other answer seemed requi»te 
than a. civil inclination of the head— ^ 

*^ I suppofle^ Ma*aih^ you are vastly fond 
of children?" , . , 

/^^ Yes/ in general* I like them exta^epie • 

*^ You have wonderfully succeeded, on so- 
short on ac^aihtance, in winnit^ the regard 
of ^ kittle Algernon, and I am sure his father 
Isvin&nitely. indebted to you and Mrs*. So* 
mtt<ville &r the anxiety you have shewn 
cpneeraing him.%- * v ■ 

r^^ Mrs* Somerville. has children of her 
oiTO^ and therefore feels a lively interest for 
th^ children, of "Others."— : 

^^ And you, Miss Cleveland? Whatm<^ 
tiw. intitigittedyou to so mm^h solicitude r" 

Adelft fancied, that this question was ai^ed 
with a lurking sneer — at least, with a de* 
sigp to embarxassp and involve her ui som4^ 

L 5 



¥!2& f ftik»^ ot v-mn, 

\iik ofi^icei^v^ tierkx)tfrageb!» to(&^/<ia 
composedly to answer—- 

' * i i*ai miu^d tA miiM htkh ftoih a 
i^ smc^ ^Vrr% fo all^vialfe m 4!li>^ 
me ^ 'U4f IWbeflia, ^vl^ M 1ih& & m 
position to gratify the wishes of Mf.'lififS 
!)ftr». *drt»^rvim, by pkrfdmmi tt *«* a 
time of distress, ev'^ry setVicfe in ttif^pdii^ 
VoV the 86n df their fi^ttd, LdttI Bniier- 
dale.-— 

^ ^ tjT^h Wy wor^," saKt her l^ship, 
dryly, *' Lord Ennerdale is a most fofCifniftfe 

^<m win ^itft ifhittk so whilst miam 

♦ « 

I3)y is fh any danger .'*i^ 

^ ^iin you ^liejiect liim rf siicfh iti^ehsi'* 
hWiiy \6 ytmr extiui^rfinaiy Iwtnevblehce ?^ 

Adela again raised tier "ey^ firbtA hef 
^brk, aiid vi/^1i tfeie most |Jeti%i% trold- 
ri^8«, ^irtWeitecl, 

*' I shall be in tins %6tlse bttt a very short 
{liire longer; Ay nidtivcs for rematning in 
it, i liave ftantfy sicl^howfedged ; — y^, 
«V€h i^ y<Wt tritfyship cjisdfedits A^m, I 
aih ^^^, k!) thfe giiest df >^our dai%ht«, 
^ h^ flSkt y«S will ^re tne any inririua* 
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%kMi8 thaft may lead i^ to r^gi^ hairing ever 
consented to beeome Bodt.**— «• 

TlMi 
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'^ Seme ia jo«tbful beauty;'' 

• 

aeemed ooinplete>f to di6<K>ncert her suspf ^ 
^kms interrogator. Adela added nothing to- 
%. m&tt by look dr word^ biM ^am bend- 
h^ tier head over her woilc, -sat antieipatiRg 
-^viftb fieeret dtiead what was Ukety to come 
-next* 

l%e two gmtleoieii^. if^io^ dnnlig ^this^ 
itttle diidogae, bad hoveTied as near her as 
they dare i^ntore without offending lady 
.Snnerdale, now^ 1^ mntaal but tacit con > 
«sent^ approached her dhair^ and almost in^ 
^tiMssame breath, entreated that she would 
*^^hre "l^em a little mnsie,-^^ 

y^tyffnlMhA for the velid^ this timcTy 
*iap]^<^on ai^)lded her, ilie immediately 
arose ; the piafno-fortse was opened for her, 
' and with greater pleasure than she had -ever * 
felt from her own performance before, she 
continued playing, till ^the Countess, who 
seemed in no disposition to be^^ moved - 
'withcioncord^f sweet sounds/* l«ing to eAr- 
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quire for her <^rr^€^ to<t hemng tt yfM 
arrived, took Jier. lefive. . _. -; - ^ 

The hour that intervened betweisyx Met 
exit and the moment of retiring, was the 
most gratifying to A<1^^ ^^ '^y which she 
had yet passed in PortQian Square. < .. > 

She was jnst released ,^rom t^e . irksooif 
restr^ip.t jmpp{iie4 upon: her by .theifxreaeoee 
of the ne^fi^yrdepaiited .giie«ti she.ibini^ 
herself an object of the most flattering dis- 
tinction to the two gehtlemen who remainr- 
ed ; Lord Ennerdale was in better . ^rits 
than she had s$?P hin\ s»^oe,his 80n*& arQr 
val in town ; .Mr. A^nes^ey dis|dayed sDi 
the gaiety of a^schoql-boy at a-breaking^p, 
and Lady Isabellas goQdthiimoq?ed, tbo<^ 
versatile, participated in the^genei:al aaioif^^ 
tion. Not a word.w^ taid i^^ls^ting tQ tbcair 
recent visitor; none but the sie^lentHfOfUng: 
subjects weje stur^.j eaeh ipijUvidual tfgok^ 
frpm the genuine; iq^piilse of ^the mpsaenty 
and all was frankness,, and un^nibarrassed 
vivacity. , .^ ' : 

The watch m5|n*8 voice^ ^ the boding cry>' 
ris Mr. Annesiley called it, under ij^e window, 
announciug twelve q!c1oc)c,^ vfup the sign^ 



ipiAlTS OF KATUAE. 339 

which Lady Isabella compelled herself to 
give for r^reating. She acknowledged that 
it mortified hel* to break up so conifortabl^ 
a little pioty^ ^ but consider^*^ added she^^ 
^ bow late Miss Cleveland went to bed last 
aight." 

' • '* It is too true/ said her brother; '* we 
liieyirfore must not be so selfiab as to detain 
hep-^3^t, how can we bear to part wit|i 
her?" 

' *^ 0\\^:iht harror of the lastT exclaimed 
Mr. Annesley^ '^ how i hate the last hour 
of a friendly day, or, as in this case^ the 
last minute of a friendly hour r 

^*- You would have more sympathisers it) 
your Second object of averrfon than in you^' 
&ni^' said Adela, ^^ since every body.seeias 
to -value with greater spirit the society which 
task^ <m)y be obtained for ia^ short interval, 
than that which can be leisurely possessed 
t^^y^ to-morrow, the next day, and th^ 
nect,"— • 

^' You do not intend, I hope, to assert 
this as a truth without exceptions \ ** said 
I/>rd Ennerdale, smiling—*^ I coidd men- 
tion individuals in whose Society I never 
would have tmsted myself at all, ba4 I con- 



tAvtA it probabte thitt I eiijoydl it ftr sd 
Ktnittfd a portion tS tioie.*^-^ 

^♦^ V«y true,'' cifed Mr, Airtieifcf 5 •^ ^ 
Hit^ ddigtit in a s^^lendid shew, ft witty 
atieicdote, t>f a fimeiftrl tale, m proportioiiv 
perhaps to their Ij^revity: but the intercoms 
Wt hold wi^* a Hvitog favourite, inereaseB in 
Vftfite fiott ^mr teKa^nce tfpon iftsr perflMi. 
tfeiiee* ••^ 

'^ And 8o now, that we have both^ with 
aofittibMreinrony, eontroverted the sound- 
ireBS of your doctrine,'^ fesumed Ae Earf, 
taking Adela*$ hand, ^ good night*--«id b^ 
assured that the courage witft which we bear 
Ibis separation, residts sdely from our hope 
of tneetiog you again to-morroWw** 

** And good night," re-echoerf Mr, Annes^ 
ley seia&ttg ^e hand that reniained disengago- 
ed-^** W« shaM never trust to^^any of j^oer 
theories, till you teach us to.thiiik k a light 
wfl to be pai^ from you.**- 

They both accompanied her to. the door^ 
«ttch kissed the hand he held, and rduetaiitly 
suffered her to retire. Lady Isabella, laugh- 
ing at their gallantry, quitted the room art 
the same moment. 

^* ITiat diarming girl" said Mr. Amie»- 



K^; is lie ^iked back €6 ^%aUc^^^ ha* 
tft« mo^t pe!(ket Munixsr^, tM, '^ih 1M 
^wAh^ fcd&igs^ iiie tAt^t ^^^iiietit^ I 
CTer rtfet #i<lt in any fettiale Whs^k^eeir ! ** - 

^ Mate antt,^ <irM Lard EnneWde, 
MMghif)^, ^«faiit ^our wife k out dP heating! 
HVIbttt tfiJift you *fe ^Jwrttld Ay tb to fervent 
to felmTIilSdrh df pWSael •* 

^^ That I wanted ^me xif the ^Bef Mol^ 
ciftm of her philoaophic brtyflief ! Why^ tt 
W<ifxe!ik afrtchorifte, or ttie rigid Lady ihiner. 
dale herself would scarcely teive Kstened to 
toe tvrith chfore f^foiiiid inisensibifit^ ! Tet, 
surely, you cannot have been bhhd to bef 
conduct throughout this tryttig day ?-r— Could 
any thiing be dtore delicately dreulmtpeet, 
%bo^eundfiectediy dignified? WtntMithwe 
\f€en pasAVie ibr ^ge, ugliness, austerity^ 
Bnd lraughtin^sy-^-^*eirery repulsive attnbut^ 
combined, to have kepit at bay more e^« 
tutilly a keenJy^wafchfu! observer, armed 
itiafp-A-pie fof hostiKty, Ifean »With ydiifh, 
srwe^tness, and modesty, this admiri^Me 
creature contrived so long to evade from out 
solemn guest, the slightest pretext to fttt 
attack?^ 
w Lord -Bnnerdale mad* no immediate m- 
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* • » * • • ■ 

swer to thi« ammated appeal: but; with M^ 
air of irresolution— a heightened complexion^ 
and an evident appearance of agitation^. '^Pt 
his eyes stedfastly fixed on the ground* 

Mr. Annesley siiipri:^ed at his silepce^ ihi^ 
struck by the singular^expression of his coufw. 
tenance, put his hand upon his shoulder^ »|^<: 
n^rding him with a smile^ called out in. d^^; 
loud voice, '^ awdke^ ame^ and commuBi^ * 
cate your dreams !'* 

Starting at this invocatipn^ and recovering 
dl his energy— ^ . , 

^' Can you, Annesley/* cried he, " feeep • 
a friend's counsel ? /' 

'' Tryme.^— : '\ 

*^ Then hpar me acknowledge^— -nay^ wiQrBi . 
-«nhear me exult in declaring, that I loi^e iJj^n 
Adela Cleveland better than my owa ^i«)t«\ 
encel^^She shall be mine, dear Ann^loy^ 
in d^ance of every obstacle— -I had i^^^aost.. 
said, in defiance even of herself !—*-Sh0bia 
no TeciproQf^ p?^8fl^on tot me now-r^hut sh^^: < 
Ji^/:have--Tfor I will not let her rest till dbei 
admits me to as distinguished a place in her . 
own heart, as she has obtained in mine! "-— 

" JHeroically resolved, my most joobte 
cotton ! *' exclaiin^ Mr, Annesley, liiughing 
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hfi^rtily^ yet much gratified by the frankness 
of this unexpected avoiv^al-^ 
.^^ I honour your spirit — ^and very sincerely 
wish success to your cause !— But— (for in 
iev^^ry thing there is an j^ or a but of much 
virtue^ or much malignancy)— but what 
mMn you to do with the father and brother . 
of tJiis lovely ^rl? — How purpose you la 
^ prc^itiate them ? ** 

^* Of her brother," answered the* Earl, 
^^ . as I do not desire to live in a perpetual 
state of irritation, I noake it a rule to think 
a> little as possible. It is my firm hope, 
that he possesses no serious inQuenCe over 
AdeWs mind, and will be permitted to rav€ 
mriieeded against whatever she may delihe* 
lately resolve to perform. The father, my ^ 
dttr Annesky, J certainly should didtrust. 
with great alarm, did I not know that^ 
however cheap we may in theory ^ifiect to. 
ImA them, there is in rank and affiuence m 
ciw^eniently mollifying power, capable of 
disarming the stoutest opposition, %nd of 
softening the most sfbbbom inflexibility* 
Mr. Clevdand^ though it is iadubitable 
that; as Algernon Mordington, he would 
have r^ected me> is not, I trust, $o mag- 
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n^nimotts ft bigot to his antipathies^ as to 
refuse for his daughter what I am now ena- 
bled to offer— -a title, and a corresponding 
sisttlement.** 

'* And, meanwhile, yoM have in Soiker- 
ville £ys zealous and bustling a welf- wisher 
aft heart eould desire T 

' ' • ' « ■ 

*^ He ott&a, L suspect, with the most' 
friendly intentions in the world, hurts my 
cause. His open adherence^ his unguarded 
loquacity^ einbdrrass and shock the too-sen* 
Khive Adela, and fill her with groundless 
ftars of being thought a party in bis san- 
guine wishes. If she knew how much 
rtiore justly I undersiattd h^ character*-*^!^ 
she Was sensible how much greater is my 
itetid of her lt>fty disintsrestednois, iikw 
ihy remotest disposition to mispect her oi' 
design, ishe would dismiss these causelel^* 
pani(is, and give to my secret hope of at- 
t&ching her a happieir chance of success.* 

^^ If Somerville** crflScrousnesSj which I 
own Appears to me preposterous, likewise 
tfrtfloys you, wfey do you hesitate to rtoom- 
mend to Mm griSiter caution r 

** ttow can I bepcr to isilence, <nr rtm the • 
liil: of offending, my only advocate In Imtr 
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fatally ? Acfda is so beautiful^ so unhack- 
itied in the LctadOti WdrW, isuwi; under the, 
a\t$Jjitie$ of he* diatming sister, appears in 
it to stith adVantagb) that there can he littTe 
doubt Somcrville might yefy speedily have 
tfce gratification of seeing h^r distinguished' 
by tnen iti jtH respeict^ thy ^^Mls or siipe^' 
narti iTBe easy stnd habitiinl access which 
he gratMs to tne at hid house, is of iiical^ 
euhtbte trnpoftaurce to ttie* £xclmiye ot 
iJie bppdrtanieii&s' ^ith which it furnishes 
nit! ot daily seeing his sistef, f consider it 
as ttie most promisihg means of distancing 
other pretenders : for, with all my boasted 
sefcurity of the ittfltiefice which nobilify ttnA 
^^^Ith may give me with hfef father, rtie** 
brekCh'es not the htmiblest comifibner, im ^ 
incumbered with 6hildi'en, whose attention! 
I tettuld behold without dismay, anxi whode 
ftil^iduities (fire Might not tbink it wiser t6* 
encourage. - tPrue, shd hafe behaved to my 
boy with a tenderness surpassing all ded« 
cfriptJcm-^ytft, fiow must i^he love ftie, ere 
she dohiteUf ^ to biDcoole that boy*d mother I •* 
'^ IMi&#, psbaw,^ finn^riikte ! ShekndWK 
thftt in srccepting K man of forttlne, ihouglf 

he ihay h«ve diildt^n tiy a fir^ m^rriis^i ^tss 
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• • • 

incurs none of the penalties ensiled upon 
stepdames in vulgar life. She, will never 
have the office of teaching them their horu^ 
book — of doling out to them their scanty^ 
pittance of meat and pudding-^ nor of 
patching and* repairing their thread-bare 
garments* It will be a nominal maternity^ 
attended with no weighty duties : twice or 
thrice a day, Algernon and Harriet may be 
admitted to the honour of her presence, 
whilst she sitB-at her toilet^ or sips her wine 
«t dessert; and this is nearly all that^ fot 
many yeaf^> her connection with them will 
prescribe. I allbw^ that were she ever tb 
luife a son herself^ she might experien^ 
9ome mortification at* his exclusion from the 
title and estate^ but would it not be high 
treason to suqpect, that young ladies^ imr 
mediataly on receiving a proposal of mar*;* 
riage^ 6^n meditating with such prema^- 
t»re sdicitode on the deoitiny iof their future 
offspring !"* 

^^ At alt eventSj* my dear Aimealey^ I 
wotild wish that what has passed betweeii; 
us on this subject may at present go no fur- 
ther ;-~especially> be upon your guard be- 
fore tiady Isabella. She is constantly well 
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- _ , . ... 

intentioned^ and, left to the bias of her 
own feelings,' would treat Adela and her 
leister with the most grateful affection: but 
a word dropped in her presence of Somer* 
ViHe's suspected projects. . ." / 

** Jily good fellow '* interru|>ted Mr. An^ 
nesley, ^^ I will honestly confess^ that these 
prudential recommendations are delivered a 
little too late!— 'With something worse than 
indiscretion, I have already iiifused into Isa4 
bella a spirit of suspicion which i^ would Ixb 
no easy matter to allay. Your Adelfi waa 
the subject of a long conference .betyreeu' ua 
in 6ur> way to Lady Sarah F&mham's. I 
meant her no injury, but the folly of poO# 
Somervillie relating to the n^iasquerade^ pfo^ 
voked me to speak both of him wd hit. 
lovely sister, with far less caution than I 
have since wished that I had used. Thia 
morning, Isabella's countenance wa^ a mirrov 
that palpably reflected the ghosts of these 
rashly conjured-up distrusts: she lookedl^ 
dhilM and miserable ; every attempt at a 
smile went off with the faint flash of a damp 
sky-rocket; and more than once, I was ini 
terror lest our pretty guest should suddenly 
Btart up, joid nw outof the house K': ^ 



\ 
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^^ Pid sh^^ thpo^ bttra^ gce$t susceptU 

bility of your wife's c(i|d ^d ^tfsred m^p.-* 

per?" 

'^ She bjetrayed it, uet by peevish ooqei^t^^ 

flushed cheeks^ or Wgiy gUnces, hut'][)gr? 

jsrave emHty> »9 jbrma} ^4 so Isu^onje^ that 

it as m^ph over^iy^d ppor • Is;^1|eUa^ as jt 

wonid have j)UZ2led me to »pcoqiit £>r^ ha4 

J pot felt r^SjpoQsible for being ip^ ofigimi| 

cji»se.— Noyir^ p^vbiipsy you arq Mwesv^l; 

jinq^isitivQ t(9 kaoyr, ^hat 'Veiidere4 mfis^ 

jp^rjy a jp^nitsijt for the ijijsqbief my loqva? 

$ity had occ^^ipoed^ The f^ct is, I was 

^mpted^ after q\>ittiiijg X^dy S^r^*^, to Ipok 

ifi fqr hajf w Jwpr si Mrs.. Orqasby's jgps- 

^uerade. I fittacjipd i»7»tf, frprp the mos^ 

pei4 I .enter$3d ^h^ roono^ jtp Ad^U*9 sute> ja 

<h^ uwuspectjB^ guise ^f » friar, Her siw 

j))icity^ her ^«iie>t delicaey of (^psortipiefft 

ftinidst the iii?py »»dible i5«i4 J8ftt0ri»g tr^- 

bijites that were jp^id tp ikbi? ^r^iQe^ of feer 

perspiw-and ?tbove aH, the gwwioe good 

humour aiid g«pd seow with ^ich she 

sHQpported cert^ia iiguratjiv,e slhisjoQS which 

1 inad^ to hejr pir!QLUfnstan)::)psj ^nt me hpme 

the w^st 4eqided contort to Tm pprfftft ?md 

uhdesignii^ >yflrtb>'' 



ehaiiimd hy^ this cordial prain^^ ^^ brioigs 
back to my rea^i&braiice^ as it gradnaUjr 
^nfisil# itsdf i to g&y obsePvi^tjcHd, «o vm^y 
x)f j^e trait9> wbicbi ti» bar cbiUboodj ;g?vie 
id^ipsgtlbns of a ivofale^md ingenuous fpiiii^^ 
and of a ^mper tl^e most j^Sc 94^4 ^»t^ 
£il, that I oftefi wonder hoW| jGt^ so iziaory 
iii^ryq|i|)g yfi^n^ I ocwld >Qd«jure to livp 
4)#h0l«t: b^yiwg her/* — PiA M « hqft 
^khoflgb I «)a9, to a certain dsgDpe^ epnsjsioiv 
ist'k^r fnpe^MH* qwUtiw, I was joojl: toiiehed 
4)f tbe^ I did ix^tjfi^ %h^ unf^mmpli 
^B^k^ ii^ ^he £s>r<!jible giaQfif^^^ I 4q po^v. Yi^j^ 
/the i9)pre6)|k>^ whi(<^ Ijiey J^ft u|^ my 
fjm^ ifi 9M«bb that.^ery gfio^ pKtp9li9i^ i 
discern in her^ seems but the te-appearaflA^ 
in a mor^ wat^^ stfM;(e^ of fw>qte iS^Xy ex* 
«i;l^ wiD^ whKh J waf toierty aei 
i|i|SME\tad j wd i»exer fttiikes i^^ ^ilii^ with 
the iwpr^e atte^anl: \kjfm ^fm^y or ^ 
4 a i ^w»t acicuf ipp^y tag a dioi^fiil idi^fHeryi 
Adelals mind is^ <ip npe^, like a ^(^: jHNW 
kamt by heai4^ bttjt aA^wai!di| )mi' #igh^ 9i^ 
and nearly forgotten ;-— every pag^ iis I f ^ 
per.i9e;it9> recurs familiarly to n»y memory, 
and brii^gs bac^ the li«eii«at. rpfiri)«$lmil 
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isidlH <m\f of it9 own eontentSj^ but of ikke 
'time mnd place when they werchfirst stadMy 
and of the cineuoifstasices under whkli Ite^ 
were bo warmly adihu^d. I love tinis to 
feeal -the impressions 'I reeelwd during mm6 
of the happiestyears of Biy life; l9kr**€^ 
IS the same as ever ; th^eaitit of faei^ffMtlrfts 
is nearly unaltered-— and she htot i i iifaft fclirt 
1ooks^~r have traced 'now^od Uten a tStitb^ 
4>x <Ml^ M accent so Jike 4ie loeli 4fe 
ismtle/ the accent of kMk Gi^^H^BJ^^^ 
4ho8e days of wild and undieelBsd :|^/'lliftt 
I almost- fancy myself transpdrted! ibtot ttie 
Aelds of IWonshire^ and wMi Ibr notlft^ 
so Qiucfa as to be restored to the irfiVit ^ii^ 
and intiii^usy which then subsistetf HehlaiSI 

tlS.' ... -^ . - 



•• » » ' 



• ^* This is loviiig her,** cried Sfr. IkxxBKS^ 
ley, ^^ as you would an 61d 8pinntng;top,^^ 
a gingerbread ailphabet !^ — ^There is no jtta- 
sion, no enthusiasm in such love as tiiSii^^-^ 
A giri like Adela^ deserves to be adored for 
what she is noWy not for the ganibols you 
associate with her remembrance w^n siie 
was a child." . . 

/ *^ Will n<ithing satisfy you,*' said Lord 
Ennerdale, laughing, - <« but ' ghans ihmt 
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Hunder lovei and ^i^ ^jfref^~Why 
lOAf not 9r little friendship mix itself mth 
«^ 3KttB^iiietit^? -;Thi3Uc you its periiia-* 
n&aat: will be inj iured by soch a union ? Or 
Hby sfaeifld grati^ide be wholly exclndedl^ 
^^m "Ibe coaledifacy ?-*-Never shall I forget 
4dMs;impvession'that was made upon me by 
>|dhold«g b^ — (jQst returned ftom a scene 
ff #iegv^estr9veliy> her person still arrayed 
in. ^ molt brilliant decorations^ but her 
4KN(nieiuincey ptire^ composed^ and ingenuew 
aathai^ittraiige])— asleep by my sfmling 
^Itiy^ imspoUt by the aduktidn to.^hiili she 
)iMl4)ei&n listibning^ unmibdful of hi^r accua* 
;|Mp^dfiifiDpi9ii0datipnS5 and^ whilst the voioe 
^:&Ktt|ny must«8till have sounded in her 
«tf, aod fotigue weighed heavy on h* eye^ 
Jidf^ anxKma only^ to visits to sootb^ and 
Mii^ a suffering child !«-«My dear Annes* 
Jqr^ what fiitbdr couid have witnessed such 
a i^Kt unmoved ? ** 

'. *^ Why no £&tfaer who loved either the 
cfaftkl:or the lady !*— 'But what are your pros- 
pects of suecess with her?*— You have seen 
her almost daily since she resided at the 
8(»nemUes : "-^ Are you upon promising 

VOL. III. M 



g^giy^dsi^r^Are yon weU loernvraod siMr.lui^ 

.:^^ Teuietb notiapMi tbat stMogi Jtbteeeeii 

y^H— *It i»«fces mwt discordiuat musie in mjr 

^oitl WThere ir.« aei of Geoerml Ocfrakm^jy 

9¥«efft n<i¥i^> tfaiudE- Hoaraa ! fixisr LttidcHi^' 

who^e inAoi^Dce aver isenr i h^ii^ lne& tevfUi 

|Q:flff ad with ahflddeiing '9l»pnoi| tm4:€iH 

#ii^^we fate pnnmtf ifuU^fseneCMdl ««[i ariiW 

HMt, . mrhijbik 1 bebiild: bear UteMing mflkism 

mtb ^<t^I fauKitebitity > to the qqfn«e&lc«tt^ 

^mtera with' wliMi'^be. g woim i '^OKfr tfcwtt 

^entt6d#< hnvfe 1 'dec mcit^ithMir'iTte^iii^ 

unlb^mt madiites^ hear ta awe: ben eHMdHM 

gUBgk a jntsII^Lst ua luit taUc i^itMwAtt 

my u^ebBteynmosmtK Baimtf T&nfslPMritiM 

hfftofuil idm V«^I£d# t^M :. 3^01:1.. iiftM ' ttw 

keart.to ranji^e.lip^ f«t ipy DigMfrToeiii^ 

il ^DeoimtlibBfiiridalbtt bQai]^#l^'c^^ 
Mr* Ahnesley^ approaehing ili!e9ii|^lQiu||«^ 
arid pcidiring odt '&r Imntetf Mid^« ei^ a 
^091 of yn^tk^i^f^ Tilers ni 'ik)4^ ;9 iflKSfe • MT^ 
taitB es!i»tiist'x/-^kiHattgWts^3»^ 
4!mHffcce*k a healtk to 309111 h^ty ikmatf^s^^M* 
fttft nay she iqpeedil^ ^sa^veas iekA w ito 
is fair ! '* 



* x' ■ f * 

. r^fidflOi «ft«is '^ *^ gentliemen^ tnutimHy 
satisfied with the openness with^ MhlA ^mch 
IhmI IMalirl tihe •(Inms paftetffer the night 









./ 






During hreaklast the next ociMQing', LU^ 
liibalk^'who Mitf «i{>yis«i^ t* Mgh gd6d- 
iHlmbiir «rilb iMr gUMI^ iiMted f(et 'fe he ciT 

:i^Ma YW^fy' «gi^ t» Ihl^ l^^osal^ toGal^ 

|ite|iKm «Mr k«r #Mn JbxgtlM} and'Mie 
fMflnk far^ «he i ocM gf e nesv hsfert tbefire^ 
landed hoiae^ of a walk.iti Kewiiigtoa 43ir« 



«iifirt M«liefl%'* tai4 kep fo4yfl|«p» }* I-shatt 
4iMghi i» toeh % ech^itte: b«t I own^ I 
iwnre Bi;t mvittftge for i^ dear Miss Gle^ielaaii^ 
t4i^^AA% wi^ jmi. Dees Mfs^ 0oiha^ 
triltQ««irvent«i« idillhef i^holtt a oiftle isa- 

^ We. tianw walMl AeFe two of thvee 
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limes/ 8ai4 Adelm >^ witb the nuiw ind 
^childrep.**— 

^^ Ob« nurses and children ate the s^icii^ 
»,t oompanions in the world. Bat as we 
have none here whom we can engage in our 
service^ one of these gentlemen must posi- 
tively become our esquire^ or we must soli-* 
cit Mrs. Soinerville to lend us her own 
guards,** 
. , hgv^ ^nn^rdale^ who knew tiittt the M 

« 

o^ntess^ whilst she .was in tomhy moMie it a 
constant' pt^^ctice tp walk in Kehsiogton 
firard^s every day^ hung iMM^from <^&rh%r 
hip servioei^ unwilling^ in the present ^itoa^ 
tioii of afiairs^ to .draw observaiioii upon 
A^ela by sb^ng. himself too asaicbious to 
attend her. * 

Mr. Annesley^ finding him 'resolute not 
to speakj at length supplied the (leficiencjr. 
His tardily-proferred. attendance was aooqit- 
ed^ and every ithing seemed , satisfactorily^ 
arranged^ when Ad^la, half-laughing at her 
own w»nt pf piemory, suddenly exdaimed- 
. ^^ My dear Lady Isabella, I am quit^ 
ashamed of the trouble I hfive given you in 
settling this scheme-ftbuX 1 have just recol<- 
lected that it is impossible for me to go,'* 
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'* Dh, I perfectly tindlerstaud what att 
this means r. cried Mr. Aiinesley, with 
aflSk^ted reproach — *^ you "don't Kke me for 
your beau. Miss Cleveland."— 
' ** I must not like any body for my beau/* 
said Adela ; ^^ nor must I even venture to 
Stir, from the house. I have been draivn 
into taking a great liberty. Lady Isabella, 
and am under ah engagement , to ttceivc) 
herethi^. morning, . li young relatibn of nime^ 
Who, although 1;otalIy unknown to you, in^^ 
ttsts upon |Aying m$ a visit.'*-^-^ ' 

She then spoke of the note that had been 
addressed to her the preceding day, apolo* 
(p^ing.for not having mentioned it s6bn#» 
khd' ascribing the oniissiori to its true cause^ 
—her having completely fdi^tten its recep- 
tion. ; 

' *^ How impossible is it not to envy the 
stipremely fortuiiate correspondent,'* cried 
Mr. Anhesley, *^ of whose innoxious (qua- 
lities so undeniable a proof is alffbrded !* * 
' " Do you think/* said Lord Ennerdale, 
tdriiing to Adela with a smile,' "^^ that your 
oousin wdukPbe much gratified by hearin*g 
this ^cies of merit attributed to her ?** 

M 3 
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/^ Yqo TeaU/ muBt doeide ttrat ^ftts^cm 
iroursel^** answered sh«i«^^' ybmhm9i^iMr 
sufficient^ to be perfocdy ccipaUe ic>f rdfsAl^ 
it without any a^Mtatj^Qe/*-^- .].' ^,. 

Lady IsabeUky fo^LVing tiov)^ «Miie tti ^ 
deqision, said — 

<« I ho|)«> iii|r dter Miss t^Iei^lfMA^: ;^ 
will f2ot Jbe vflfended) if 1 ie^% /ota 'tof^ 
i^ve th\s }iMng ladjr by yenfaelf?. Irfder 
Beadeatly of the reluat^noe I alwayfc iM t& 
eY\large o))r acquaiotanee «niieee*iniy> 1 
Teally have some visits to pay whidi o^igbl 
not to be delayed.?*—* 

*^ Nothing«.wilI so much i^coAcple m^to 
my oVu imprisdnment." answered Add*. 
^V as the assunuce that you i^l impose upon 
yourself no restrainti La^y Itebdl^ ou injr 
Tjsitor*s account."— 

, rAt two o'clock^ which was earlier thati 
fhe intended* Lady IsabeU% auiiouii to esr 
cape before Jemima's nrrival, centered -Irar 
carriage, afid drove from the door, 

Adela ifient mearly the whole monsiug m 
the nursery : but conduditq;^ «s was usuai 
fipom breakfast till dimier^ that A^ two gei^ 
tlesMsi were both snUi she wont do^a about 
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tnm: bouvt. ftfrec Lady Isabellaif^ d^aitui^, 
to ring for a servant, and to send him im ^ 
n^SBage to CuoibeHaind Place^ 

i«i t3m imt noom she entertd, she found 
{fOrd Ennerdale reading, atid alone* 

*^ la yiHir viskxMr gone^" cried he> closing 
riyis bool;;^ ". or ndt y«t arriTed }^ 
' .ikkia^ 9iippre;s8»ng an aJaa I a«NBi;f)»i«d— 
t^mt jret fti^nned. fist ikiomiiig vilsits m 
London are paid at hours vtrhieh wmM Qiii%« 
Ijwm eiBeniag nrnts in the isountr^.'*-^ ' 
' She liien asked him if he had been ior»g 
iitttvmed from hia ride ? 
. ^\ I am hcrt jisvt come ia,^ n^^iied tie^ : 

*^ Then you did not see-Dr. R****^ ^t^ 

.^ No ? is his ^iniott x>f ti»r proigredd of 
^Igeraon^a . amendiaei^ * as fitvourable i& It 
mm yestiarday f? * ' • 

r /^ I hm» gies* pieaoore in bang tba^ 4lr«1L 
'teteHyou^ tlrat he: aJloivii his cjittle ^ieitit 
^ ait w^ te-^y ibr someiiMirs ; attd t}Mi 
.laMSioppoW) perhaps, or en iVi<ii^, 4it ^hi^u 
«hes4/, .he fMrcdiiises to inth<irdw the inteidicit 
<ltiat f^fimntoi Ma vemoml to nsy i^stat^s.".^ 
- .*^v This w, ittdeei, a te<>A "oiieeriiAg i*- 
-^^bii^^i^Yiet, i^sat^t^ Miss Ckvel^nd, hc^ 
*r«e it is, diat «cattjely atoy good betides trs 

Mi 4 
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here, unmixacl' witib some counterbalancing 
evil!" 

" Why^^ what can be your quarrel. Lord 
Ennerdale^ with, the good I have now com* 
municated to you ?" : ^> 

" Have you no suspicion,", cried he^ look- 
ing at her rather archly, *' that I should be 
willing to quarrel with any communication 
that taught me to anticipate your departure 
from this house ?" — , 

^^ I must have b^n vain indeed," cried 
Adela, ^' to imagine, that you would dig- 
nify with the name of an evil, the trivisd 
circumstance of my removal from this street 
into the next"— 

** I will not l>e admonished into retracting 
the term ! — It wili he an evil.to me^ nalong^ 
er to behold; 3^u a guest amongst my offft 
connections ; it gare us a sort of property 
in you, the . deprivation of which we shall 
all sensiblv lament.— BeiBides — ^there is a so- 
cial and an intimate pleasure in those stated 
hours of meeting the friends we reside under 
the ^me roof with, which belongs not Uy 
the interviews obtained merely by short and 
hurried visits. Before strangers are admit- 
t^ at the beginning p{ the day,^or wMu 
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they are shut out at its close^ how pleasant 
it is to assemble round the breakfast tables 
aittd address our first sentence^^ as we the 
night before addressed our last^ to the indi- 
viduals whoforin our ownlittle world— ^-our. 
distinct and dearest .circle ! — ^I hate to hear 
irien say ,\ they require no other companioa 
at breakfast than a newspaper .-^Let me^ on 
the contrary^ see collected round the table> 
a select^ but permanent little band of cheer** 
ful morning faces^ each with his scheme for 
the day, or his last nighf s dream to re- 
count—and each . looking rejoiced to behold, 
the other.**— 

. ^^ You have drawn a delightful fdcture of 
domestic comfort,'* cried Adela. with feeK* 
irigs fully responsive to his own^ ^ and must 
sometimes come and see it realiz^ in Cum^ 
berland Place. lily sister, Mr. Somervillfa^ 
and I, as bfben assemble, I think, with these 
sentiments of mutual good will, as any peo^, 
jde in tondon.*'— 

^^ And would not an interloper, one lirho. 
belongs not of right to the paar^, in: 'a great 
measure- put them to flight r 

5!- You know too weM the high a^ee of 

• .'M 5 . .. . . • 



MO THJHn t)v tiaTtia& 

fMkttAy t6 isnc the ^ufesfipti ." *^ 

#idi tbe tnoM bncoulnagtBg kndnenh-'^'^^at 
ianm iiF&My&u^ indiiTidinLUf^ lesl «t li^f iO^ 

'^ Ofa> fioffaocked^'" aiwwered. sfae^ laogti^ 
in^, '^ that «8 yon entered ^i^ twtik 4ttt nb*r 
^r^ I ^Md inMk^^ i»ai» niy cfltHirt 

. /^ I iil«B> I hMc no i^preb^nsion x^ Qb^ 
4qpafiom tif antiiyathy ^ite iofmtragtomi 
^Hb!M: I #ill feU ^OH what I db deeftd.'^'KA 
face of tepid civility— a silent bdW««»^to ^rff 
W infiM&i^i^^ #teth^ I rator or 4&pirt 

Ipnees, fbOh am ^Innfipt ^ght frsm itif ^pin^ 
j»m€€h^^ti^ wouki mfbiitfe«t no^mg imt 
^i)|$Hy»*M}i^ ^Ifthor i mifht ajttrilMft^ «• AjT 
(pons^r of fattriiig ,iMae tent tyf ^mtftkiiii 
He^r.y^^ ^M ^It^^ tfMut ^(te is mfiicMit 
hun\ility iii saying, that 4 ^htmld lib .wiJb' 
&H wiih t^ ^sehltigerof i^Nrnknll^ that 
•*f teitaltBs|«gwtir**- 

'^ Indeed tbertkr ^lied Aildft^ coknu^ 

a/ipearing to consvd^t.yMa^^'* 
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: **' My dearcfi: Mm Ctevdai^d," oried hi, 

taking her hand^ " these reproaches, a(l<Nr 

iU die ^qviaitejgaoch^ss y^ Imte iihe#a to 

cajr lick bop^aifter tihe jgeneroiis sacrifice 

ymi in^ made /of yoAr time to Issbella's 

ebdifert^ aire ungfatefol and uicndaching I-^^ 

JBal tbe tmith is^ diat prem>us to jsonc Tisit 

liem, 1 «4)raetiiiies tbougkt joa disposed to 

troat ^e ^hh bsa-^wliat term shall I me I 

'May I sayj with less cordiality^ thjan ay 

feeling;* (femaHfed f ¥xiiv ^dmran^ isister^ 

tbM^ httt iKsqaamtenoe ^rtb me has bteeh 

^ tsc aborter dale than yours^ inmriabiy 

udaiemeA aeve greater fi'Msdahnf) and intertat.. 

I mas ofiteb. tended to thmik^ that she wasi 

tke Adeia^ I had once lived witti^ aodwoa. 

to love ue, cmi tfattij^oci vrei^ tbe^sii^r to 

"^cm. I mm txmsptatmvdy m stranger. Yet^, 

Aitik tiot An, 1 ftmamt to 'comf4iKrn vsitia 

mger ; i«i the first ptace^ you ha^ mdbsma^^ 

4d liiese mortiiyiii^ lUgi^te, l^ ytmr ree^it 

Icindliess ; aawi in the next^ i ferv^mtly triMt^' 

that antess^ I i»iii^ npon myaeif tti^ perisdty 

by some unpardonaibk Qwdem^soior) yptu 

ifM n0r^ n^ffie tibe ^efetentandi^erted 

a^> ^^AMi^ imtJ% theM 4«Bt i\w l»a|»py 
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days^ you bdvey so milch :to my joy^ i»xt 
off" — . . r . . :, . :r 

The feeling look and voice widi ifvhibl^ 
this speech was uttered,, as well as its gene^ 
ral purport, affected Adela more than she 
wished to betray ; yet she could not hear to 
appear wholly insensible to what she bad. 
been hiring, and after a moment's h^tar; 
tion, gently withdrawing her hand, she an^f 
swered — : ., . . 

" I am very aorry to have incurred the 
slightest suspicion ^of. havitig been deficiejlt. 
in those friendly feelings which my siste« 
has so frankly manifested. — Under similar 
circumstances, perhaps, I should have given 
you as little cause to accuse me of reserve aa 
she has: but.tbe social confidence which j 9I« 
. her, was sanctioned by her husbands in me 
ivas repelled by the fear that it migb* not he 
sanctioned by my father. But fiioai dibi; 
time, . I will endeavour to adapt my cojcul^ilet 
more to your wishes— for nothing would *givj&r 
me greater, concern, than to seem obstinate^jr ^ 
isegar^less of ybur, exhortettons/' . . .r 

, ^^ These exbortajtions, as you teroUhem^ 
y9^ haye born* with so i»uph, sii^e^tn^i* 



\.f 
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thftt I: almost bate myself for having tat^ 
mented you ^ith them.'*- — . ^ - 

A OKrriage just then drove up to the doorj^ 
wMch Adela perceived to be Mr^. Qeye- 

.5*. Here,, at length," cried she, *^ is my 
expected visitor. No^ >vill you. Lord En-f 
nerdale, to make me some amends for the 
lecture you have been giving me^, assist me 
to receive and entertain her ? '* 

^* I would much sooner," answered-rhe, 
laughing, " begin immediately to give you 
another lecture for making such a propo- 

salj"— 

He then, more seriously, entreated that 
she would receive her cousin in the adjoin- 
ing room, and deliberately resmned his 
book. , 

. Adela could scarcely reach the apartment * 
of which he spoke, before Jemima, accomT 
panied^ to her great satisfaction, by the 
aflfectionate Christina, entered it by a diffe^ 
rejnt door. The one through whieh^she ha4 
passed, slipped from her hand as she hastiljr , 
advanced to meet them, and remained^ 
tbou^-almosjbiniperceptibty, unclosed.; .; 
. !! My dear Adela," cried Jemipa, loo&iqg 



ft W ftftiOTi or ^Attmft. 

detained you at hotn^ <|viftd ftldnfe fb it^sciei^ 
^e^w^Hotf sqrrf 1 ^im to faa>e ^dl66 "§& kite! 
IWft • t cotild nbt pirdcuBe ifce ^rtiige s6<Mter. 
Mamma has beea out iii it, and ahimdh^ 
HHker thin^ c^mpktd to ddiity iae^ i siip- 
pbs^y Li^y I'siibelkL Will only teYuH^llodii^ 
to tiress Tof iXRm6r r 

^ *^ Fh*aMy jaiot ; hvit Bhe ^td not ttr^M^ 
at what hour sbe ^otM coine baek.''*-* 

*^ Has Bhe beeti gotie long ? * 

* 1 TsaA sWtt^cely tell ; *• rolled Adela, 
gitnid-iiatUf^ly ^tferse from tnortiiymg her 
with the information of her ladyshifir!!! 
atfiddy to ^stAp6 the viBit— ^ in Londbii, I 
TPb\^ ktt(m h6w time gocs.**-^ 

•* Attd hteFe^** resumed Jemima, * yoii 
have so many interesting occupations; tbi^ 
i imagineyou atie less sernsi%}e of its prt^r^s 
Ihan any where ^Ise. Pray, bow does your 
litfle patient jgo on ?-*^I assiite y<>u, I begin 
myself to think, ifeat yout attention to him 
<3tight to be revi^rded by the conquest d( Ws 
feth^^lieart!* 

« *^ How tmlncky it is, tlieh, ftat thie chSd 
is already getting well, and diat— ^deprired. 
hf till prdtenee to prolong those attentions-^ 



*^ ToKtnorrow d^ fomjgo } My^tlitr A^A6^ 

in the world. You are ^^ im^Ht tUdll^ 
{^ a wdl'K^caK^iited ^r<>^ 1 ^tet mik i^th 
ia toy lifer* 

^ 1 tfbh,'* said Adefat, ^^jp^m^PNluld ^r^ 
. bounce thie trufy^meitifyiiig pifif(^iee> JlASii> 
iMi^ o£ m ^datitiuuMy attritsMitin^ I& die^^ 
almost leViery «x<eid€«tai metA tJimt ^ttti^i.^^ 
I ^ea% bdlotfve^ yt)u am one of thos^ ^ho 
think that h^cHy )aiiy wo^am ^ takes ii^r tela 
without a stratagem .'•«— It would b6 illibei^ 

to saj^^ T^ judge ttf ^tiiMi^ by ydw^t— 
yet^ ^ you mft «i }v«tle ^^test^rv^ t6 ^ toU 
fb?" . ■ - 

{ /^ Y«iR i3«d to h€ai* «^ry ttiing'df tl»i 
kind with the most perfect indi^miid»* 
fibw does it bspp^i, 'My didal* -^eeu^n^ that 
yoi| now take the matter ^ much mot^ 1» 
bcfcrt?** .. 

" I am provoked *6 6nA/ ifestemed A-feV^^ 
i' that all my diB«kiti^Jkig'^ifi^^3^^ 
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uiguatly discredlited--»and to say the truth, I 
am also completely tired of the suhject. T 
ccnild often wish'^ when I see you. preparing^ 
to atteok .me, that I liever had known Lord 
JEnnerdale ;—r though, even in that case, siibh 
is your promptness to entertain suspicioto^ 
that you wpuld find out somebody else, to 
torment me about/*— • 

^^. Ob, nothing can be mor^ certain !*• ^ 
cried the attentively ^listening Christina— 
^^ she positively declared last night, when 
mamma was wondering my brother. had 
only written to. us once, that she had. w> 
dojibt he wrote to you by every post ?*' * 

/^ Writes, to, me!** repeated Adela*^- 
*' Surely, Jemimaj^ you could never have 
su.ch an idea ?'* . 

Here their . conference was suddenly in*« 
terrupted> by . seeing the door which com- 
municated with the next room softly closed,, 
find the lock turned on the other side by an 
invisible hand. 

'^ We have had an auditor, I am afraid^^' 
efiedAdelfi, in a,U>w.voicer— 

" Who was it ?'• eagerly demanded Je-i 
mUftarr-*^ not l^td Ennefda?e ?'* ^ • 

. .**,^vejak Lord Ennerdale lA person^**. 



TRAITS OF NATUR^. 257 

^' Is Mr. Annealey t^re too r'* 
, " vNo.j he is out oa liorseback.'' 
, *^ So* then,, my dear, cousjn, ^jbe^ w? 
caniQ^ we interrupted a tdte-^t^te between 
ypu and my. lord ! — ^Tbat is the. veiy rocHx^ 
which you caine out of to receive us. Ah^ 
Ad^la, does this agree exactly, with all ypur 
heroic professions of indifference? Is tbeiip 
1^9 duplicity in . so , gravely . pretending to- 
£j|gl)t a . .man virith^whom ypu hold, tjieif^ 
miyate co^fe^nces, ^ afid on whose. acjooiitit 
yo9 ddibi^rAtely mal^e. yourself the towi?^ 

1 Adda was. disconcerted,: and unable tp 
parjry a charge which aeenobiad better groundr 
ed than, any that Jemima. had yet 4ip^ted 
agiiinst.her* She was . silent . f^r sQinem«^ 
ments,. and then looking up with ; the best, 
appearanise of serenity she could command-rr 

'' My dear Jemima,'' she cried, ''} 3^^ 
be content to let you draw what inferenoes 
you please from the circumstance ^^ ^7 
having been in that room when you arrived. ' 
I could easily explain how it happened^ but 
to what purpose ?— Would you believe me ?**. 

"Very possibly I might, slill have Ji^y 
doubts !f^lncrec|ttlity is of .a very stubbom 
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nature in ft6>IMe emkpbiBUkoMf Utid wotck 
that do not^3CiiwspMd'«ritll fects ar# apt to 
plbdoce but Itftte* (Sbmiction.-^-CkKxt iii6ni~ 
m^^ A^eta ^^yovi iiie I ittimde ^b^oa yo^ 
iis irflorl « tiMe all pMslbte) aovr t^atti^ t«Nli« 
^w much be«tei* you miglit te'^Mgiig^d T 

9bto then depMted> fcll ef reMenChiMA^ 
^Aet <mly l^gftfehU Adelii^ belt 4«;(i^tt LiMl 
Siiiietiile Mttl liMly IstfbelliK 1S¥^ sis^ 
tfMft hMiight h^ «& the hoMfr ^w«8 MMfe^*^ 
)lleMly fiMM^tedU il^ie IM% ««oidftMil^ 
tiMWgh h6t in the «£gaei»t feprttuenlHu^Ad 
his 8i8ter-in-law*8 apparently premedcHMt 
iibsence^ tesriuiperakMl hsr beyond endunteet 
wfiA the loidy eoMolKtma she.carncfd Inm 
4^4o«r i9M»>-itti^t jiKrtasher^wn earraiga 
df%V6 away> Lady ImbelhirB drar uf^ Attd 
JriM therefore f^ Mm^ that iMi^liT^ :M'- 
Titd pM4fty with the €a^l could mit te 
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' . IlinilK<i dinner, Adeht » 



My «tMbd) llutt liv wl0|e.i9priikig.4i«d 
Vcteft so..i9i)icb ^€tt lip (by vysbrs^ .4liift riie 

for IbM^em^iag^ wMcH b ikmtitfiO, for.lM 
«9 rl^oiif ^ "M^]^ fieiffa Jf<^ 

Qa hning imktds iAr bdyship ^cfeialwil 
ifttltdbe faftd tey^y reaami t^. believe :timf 
ifcoiM .b^ ^itis tddoe^ and seenied .ittnek 
pleased^ as w^ as bet brother^ at this piifm 
p9et iii addii^ Mrs. Sf^ernH^. to Apt 

Itii t|i$ eteteiiig^ b^w^ver, wntrtay t9iat>- 
pectatioD^ four or five of Lady iaaiMh^ 
&iendi|9 s^^Eod tbut sfai liad devoted Ilerr 
self to tempbrtey seclnstoa on . acctmnt ^ 
bdr ne|>h^s iniilM^poatt^ 6Mie tQ ail With 
h^ ftir.aii^ bour pNviojAs to. tfcekr later 'leh^ 
ffsiffomm^^ Adela was .ittiaei|kiatntBd wids 
^an^ of thQ perseol tkua bfoUgbt togdtbm 
Tbef eoBai4led;pritiieJpally W.yoiis^ 
li^d iraaim^ 4ifee I^ IsflftMUa ^ i»gii 
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rank^ but i^t like her of graceful good- 
breeding. On the contrary^ the looks 
which they directed towards the unkhdm^ 
hfimate^ were, if not Buperciliou9> at' kast 
hrhcm courteous— if not inscden^ at least 
•ttfficieiitly inquisitive almost to distrels her^ 
•«-^Fi«equent whispers were addressed to La^ 
IsttfaeUa^ of which it was^ palpabte that'lil^ 
ims the object ; and so little did they deeifl^ 
£sposed to consider her s^ a part of ttld^ 
company, that, as a resource agsiitisl^^ th^i^ 
Mfri^ng display of stipferiority, she- Aiew' 
&ttth her work, and retreated as far a 
eoold, ; without rendering herself 'rem^ 
iible^ from the haughty group. ; * ' '\' 

.Whilst Ihus detached, she was chefer^ 
by the approach of Lord Ennerdate; ^fio; 
^wing forward a chair, seated bimtf3lf4>e« 
aide her. 

. fM hope,** said he, ^ your departurQ 4o«> 
morrow is not pos]ti;vely^ s^tled^"* ' i ; '! u ; 

,. " If your litlie Algernon/* ani$wdrcd i^y 
^^ jhas a good night, mA is as 'weU'-in the 
morning as he has been during- the whole. 
<^ this x]ay». I believe that, a^er bres^ltet^ 
my si|»ter means to take* us all— thiK fturse^ 
itiie chiklv and myself under her own cam/* 
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' *^ Da yoii' know, that I am very niUcfh 
tempted to go up and bribe Algernon to 
plead a restless aight?'* r 

• " • But how will you bribe me, after thus 
'' betrajring yourself, to believe' his plea?" 
^^ There^ I own, I should be pufl;:ded ; 
far what eau compensate to you for longer 
leppuncing your social home, and faiT^rite 
•pursuits r *^ Algernon, too ~- how lAJStntely 
Igelib^f wiU he be situated at the admirahto 
BfK8«^ Somerville's than he is bene. He will 
he,m the midflt of 'Kvely and good-tempered 
companions of his own age; he will be ion* 
^mri^tely under your sister's experieiH»d 
^e^ and I hope from the temporary cbMige 
^f scene, every thing n)ost beneficial to 
ilia health, mental and personaK You find^ 
I am trying to persuade myself, since-I c^» 
not detain you, that it is better you shcmld 
go;— but go when you may^ dear Miss 
Cleveland, how can Lady Isabella, or my 
poor boy, to whom you have patient^ de« 
voted sot many hours — healing htmrsy Vemf 
call them-" how can they ever testify. towinrda 
yx>u, love and gratitude sufficient r."' 

^' Their gratitude," ittUd Adel% f' I^witt 
ge]2er4>usly di^nse with ; iptrulb, itk&r 



mon "dNW t0 my i^^^^ tlm ter mi " b ut 

(#i€«rl(Qii«i«^ lllwkllbeiooifcfiiiiQariyfr^jaki^ 
to pooBewr 

I qii^Mion, m^M^f ^hfiih^ym. Ifmi^ now 
the tlndov of ^: Hw6 hiritfT--L«dby!^ liafi^ 
tt^ttttt deitiOJirtratiwi t bttt the Jms ialMid|; 

jiiilljr^ beoA fib«»pr(riki^' tbat r^cfeot ^nnct- 
JM». o^ cobifat^ty fin<i |iat{QOt:piin0^ of |v 
4i^fi}% :si» .^Uoifter MMMiatedk^ in. ycnHp^ns^ 
imtb iim ' fstekncss: of dtepMitimflk * .asd 
<i9ii«toii9tt9i^ tbttl inouU heighteA .jlbMr-4i^ 
4fa4lbli» fthtia w a«^ «t;liff , cDupltf^ upM 
ihci §Ub^. Ifi 3m» h«m esMr ^onmtand the 
4Mk»«V tdljM^ wlqrwi^ tbM s bpiebibocii 
jMtiiift ^ tl¥S ifiltud; .M ofbtt aeMsb M^ 

t /^ ifairir hftA V9^ rii^^^fqpfrtiv^ «l 

^wiUing to ffnt imfiisik CMdtt tetlm njptr 
jtttn. I 9» <iBriw^ ^adL floflf^jmiy Lord 
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» 

ttMtm^ that we here ftrmaki • irt fiaglami' 
wlici desenm • moat booauhibte nHnft]itiiBfc 
from tkt ceiMvre whtdi yoa are iipw caa^iiigs 
upon Hhem/*^ i . 

^^ Mrr^ Somaml^** mNiwed ko^ ivltttr 
gmifc.miiimalioii^ ^^dtiewaf anveMnaptlotf 
(hutt tbe cbai^ of Mi»y atid atmctft «f ei)t 
itker faanMn impevfeotloivt (ksoirttathi«g» 
aa ^ited and agaeeal^le as^ ktv caly y i n a rf 
^*Wi notbtngMa open a«' hey ooAiHenniai^ 
er:id aeffb^aad beriavehttt aa bar di^Jiaaftioiil^ 
^ I am oantBnt^ T «Unlf ,*'* eried AVlalij 
aaoinnted by the mrmt^ ef tlw ^ukigiMi^ 
Kjtoilet 3ma aaaeit asid believe wfaatara^ fwk 
plaae ofi the reat d 6at b^\ *^ : v/ 

' -^* laM anxieiNs koifever/' temoied U9 
^ W.")Gtear myself lrcM» th^ »ii8pi([Aoii''ef 
htaaf , "ini mgard to die amerit 4t c<AMr -lae^ 
mail) 11 dhurliih loeptie. I honeurandlwiia 
ftmalir woftb under frhateiw dtiguvMilted 
it: <but MMM Httla regret may be jMariMMedJ 
m^'tliat whure in«rimie geodneoa i# iifdia^ 
patabla^ it thootd, on «i>y fMtm<5a^ W (If 
femiad by eoldlyHNUitieesi aM Mj^oMafc 
wawiara.^ 

^* I have lately read," said Adela, averting 
her consctoua ]»ka> '<' 4 maxim of which 
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you seem to have very thoroughly imbibed 
the conriction : ^ To be good and disagree- 
a^ble, is high treason i^ainst virtue/ *-~Yet, 
after all, if women, particularly the young 
and unxwrried^ ap^ good-humoured and af- 
Sscttonate to their own cdnnecticms, huniraie 
to the unhappy, ch^r it&ble to the diatn^tted, 
fjKid obliging in society, why nrnstthey all 
\m io.stedioua to wear an artificia3 g\6m: of 
exquinte sensibility ?«-^I have heard a wise 
old guest at Mf* Somerville's table-^'^ne who 
has ^ read muchy been a shrewd obsirt^y 
^mI looked quite ihf^gk the deeds of men^ 
*-<-i have heard him avar, that those "vi^ocil^ 
irhose ready smiles, and fasciimting mannMj 
fibrin thie most popularity in the world,' lire 
often the least amtalole io a jEunily drele. 
The national female character in: this kiog* 
. dom, be cusserts, is diffidence, tinctured, 
perhapsy with some degree of reserve : if 
tiiese are taught to yiejd in public to all 
those courtly graces for which you, my^ lord^ 
appear to be such an advocate, the danger ia^ 
4:hat their. stock of condescension will ex- 
haust itself upon strangers, and that there 

5 Smith's Frngmeats. 
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will be little or none left for home con- 
samption/* 

- ** If .1 undet^tand the doctrine of Mr. 
Soinerville*s wise old guest rightly,** cried 
the earl^ smiling, " it amounts to this*:— 
that the women, who, in society, look the 
most forbidding, are storing up the largest 
hoard of tenderness to expend amongst their 
friends in private.— t am glad to be furnished ' 
" ^ith so convenient a cliie i and shall hence^ 
forth deem- myself authorized to interpret 
the most inveterate indications of pride, into 
deep humility — and the most austere cold* 
ness into genuine sensibility ! ** 
-* *' There will certainly," said Adela, *'1be 
something wonderfully fiberal in adopting 
such a system : but remember, ^ that the 
^occasional mistakes into which it may lead 
you, are not to be inscribed to the erroneous 
doctrine of my venerable morafist. He 
taught, that the affectation of appearing sen- 
timental for effect^ blunts real feeling : liut 
he never asserted, that' to look like an icicle, 
and to carry nothing but moroseness iato 
company, was a sure test of pre-eminent 
tenderness .** 

Here their dialogue was interrupted by 

VOL. III. N 
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tbe approach 4)f ope *of Lady IsabeiiaV tinted 
visitors^ who tapping the earl on the should 
der^ and ^ then restkig her amis i^pon the 
^ck of Adelar*s chair^ saidr-* 
. '^ Wrhen are we to see you i^ain mixii^ 
a little with the worlds ^.^d EanerdaAe ?^-^ 
Xou havelDeea a moftt r^id Fecfcise'of la^" 
. ; ^^ J ain mudb flattereid to hear,"* cri^d he^; 
f ' that the circlimstance has not been'ovep* 
loeked.-4rr ^his>pe your ladyfthip U oner of 
fhote who haVe done me the honour to regret 

my absence ? "* 

• " Oii> veny pathetj^ly indeed di4 I re* 
gretit^ no longer ago than last night 1-^1^ 
was Tny:niiief» We doaa* to gi,« that petrify- 
ing thing,; (ailed An- assenifbly* The coii-!% 
eoUrse of ladies was most bpiUiant, but the 
deai*th ok m^n was so woefo]^ I cduld^liave 
fidlen fybt asleep in the oiiddJb of n»y own 
drawing'-c^mn> This-liappened t^oog|^tb#, 
Bmlice of youf friend Mrs* filmerj ' she 
threatened ma with so<n^ sni^h vengeance for 
decoying aw^y' the maj^rify of her beat 
beaiix k&m her lust party, and y^ester^ay: 
she-nioVed heaven and earth jtp repair the, 
disgrace. To be honest, she peffeigtly 4li€>«; 
c?eded I ;8Q noiir^ i*e Knwt iitigri «'trM^ of 
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^ace^ afid) each immg: bM&* beaten in bpr 
«tijrn) resolve to direct ow arms against some 
»e&er foe.*' 

She then^ al it deemed^ by wayofrputi- 
4ihgi Lord Ennerdale am oMrant ies lum- 
tt^Utstvux hit secessioi^ gaveUm informa*- 
itton of several romoQTe^ inarrtages, qaarrcili 
ireoDnciliationa^^debts omtcaeled at play, jor 
^OBbeafaaoB. incaited by extravi^aiice. The 
amount of all these anecdotes, considering 
^tbe shortness of the period in which they 
rwere said to have taken place, was marvel- 
-ioits, and to be equalled only- by the volu- 
%ilt^ with whidi they were detailed. — 

Lord Ennerdale * listened i^^ith due pa- 

rtience, now and then regar^g Adda to see 

itow'sbe bore this wordy torreifit^ and totally 

inintefested iit evei^ ^ntence that was ut« 

tered, till he heard some name which he 

oieemed'to'seiqfKscV oouplecl with ridicnl<e.-« 

cHe thcA Q^iened his cy^s wider, and listened 

.^with naaompelkd attention.-^ ^ 

/ The loquaciott. amnnlisC ivas speaking of 

tt bail at wbidi she bad met a Mrs. Rivers 

and her daughter—" Poor girl,*' continned 

'fkatj ^^ how: comes it, that Wkh so pretty a 

€ace amd' person^ she never gets a psrtner^t 

N 'J 
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any of these pluces but through the hustling 
efibrts of her disagitieable mother ? — ^ Do 
you remember^ Lord Ennerdale, how de*- 
rightfully you were cajoled one night at 
Mrs. Copeland's to stand up with hei: }^ 
Unfortunately^ you were not preseiit to do 
the civil thing affun, so I took compassion 
upon her^ and persuaded Tom S^ley, who 
has not yet got quite passed all Ehanagement^ 
to shuffle down two dances witli licr.'*-~ 

^* Miss Rivers^** said Lord Ennerdale, 
^^ has been kindly treated by Nature in all 
respects but one— She has a mother whoUy 
undeserving so artless^ amiable, and unpre* 
suming a daughter!" 

** Oh, I always said you liked her, arid 
to own the truth, it was to make a merft 
of it to you that ] assisted her the other 
night."— 

Lord Ennerdaie smiled, and made a little 
bow, Adela hung her hiead over her work, 
and felt but little disposed to wish the con^ 
versation prolonged.— The Lady, however, 
went on, and her unwilling auditress was 
obliged to remain stationary— 

" There is 9 great deal of ilHuck,'* oh- 
'served sbe> *^ in po9r Louisa's case ; for tlie 
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i^ame undaunted spirit of persecution which 
succeeds so rarely in prociiring for her the 
iK>tic^ which Mrs. Rivers struggles to obtaiin, 
answers extremely well iii a thousand other^ 
instances, and secures establishments for 
misses who have not half her beauty.— I 
i^upposej the fornaer gallantries of her mam- 
ma may be a little against her : but^ Bfter 
all^ she never occasioned any violent dclat.; 
— ^she never was either separated from Mr. 
Bivers. or divorced."— 

Adela gsisped for breath— her hands shook 
—a cold tremonr crept over her frame^ and 
jt . was with difficulty t^hat she commanded 
.Sufficient firmness to avoid burstiiig into 
tears^ They rushed into her eyes, how- 
eycTi *i^d stqledown her burning cheeks, 
in defiance of all her efforts to repress them ; 
but she sat with her back towards the lady 
who was speaking ; and from Lord Enner- 
d[ale, she hpped, the bending position of 
her head would conceal them. 

Meanwhile, with a face dyed of as deep 
a crimson, as her own, the Earl bg^d hastily 
risen, and in order to effect some change iii 
the conversation, called to Mr. Annestey^ 

K 3 
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and Mked him irt^ether li^ meant to go ^liaC 

t'vening to'h)B eiub ^ 

' Mr, Anneslejr answered in the negative.—^ 

^ You are ndt ^tajnng at home/' cried 
(fee Lad^) " 4o ntirse tftf- Lord's litde bof , 
arc yott?" 

" No/* replied be; but lamfitaying a* 
home to attend upon those who do nurse 
bim :— only, my dear Madam^ take ^spe- 
cial ciYe not to proclaim that one of these 
charitable nurses is my own wife ! -^ It 
would terribly deduct from the gallantly 
ti the fitaryJ* 

. At that moment, tjie entrance of Mrst 
SomerviUe afibrded a moat seasonable relief 
to Adela, who flew to her^ and ^seemedj un^ 
der her protection, to regain some portion! 
of serenity and confidence. Lord £nner-» 
dale was not long before he joined them i 
and Lady Isabella's other friends gradually 
departing,. she was left to the society which 
her brother-in-law, and even Mr. Annesley^ 
recent as had been his introduction to the 
two sisters, so infinitely preferred. 

It was some consolation to Adela's wounds 
e4 feelings, to hear Lord Ennerdale, before 
any regular conversati^ succeeded the ^xit 
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4f these high-bom visitors, * reprobate irt 
terms of strong indignation their- manner of 
conducting themselves whilst they had 
•taid— • 

^* Such associate?^ Isabelia,'* he observed > 
*^ injure your own ^en'se of propriety and 
elegance. They ' seduce you iiito a partlci*^ 
pation of all their frivolous or arrogant airs i 
they teach you to throw oflP the well-bred 
mistress of the house^ in order to become a 
mere listener to their whispered' nothingsj 
or— worse thao nothings— whispered detrac- 
tion! Lady Charies Irving, in particulsLrj 
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^ The most frontless, and pernicious littli 
gossip,"* interrupted Mr. Annesley, ^^ oii 
whom rank and independence ever <eonlerre4 
fhe privilege of being ill mannered with kn • 
punity!— Isabella knows that I hate her— ^ 
she knows that it is an intimacy which, of 
all others, I ♦the most thoroughly disap* 
prove.*'*— 

Lady Isabella, not a little startled at thii 
double attack, feebly denied the intimacy 
that was ascribed to her; h^r husband, to 
avoid prolonging the debate, was siletit \ 
and Lord Ennerdale, to shake off his otvn 
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chagrin', went and placed himself next to 
•AIr«. Somerville. and tried to converse oix 
general subjects. 

That lady, when she saw that the passing 
storm bad subsided, produced a short bur- 
lesque poem^ published only that mornings 
and said to be written by one of the most ^ 
celebrated wits of the day. Its subject^ 
tliougb not political, Avas popular^ and most . 
happily chosen ; and its allusions to times 
rather than to persons^ were arch, pointed, 
yet neither sour nor illiberaL It was hand- 
ed to Mr. Annesley, who read it aloud with 
admirable humour smd effect ; aiid whilst he 
biegUile4 even the dispirited Adela of a smile, 
\ept the rest of his audience in almost per- 
petual laughter throughout every page. 

After a two hours visit, which seemed to 
have been of material benefit to the whole 
party, Mrs. Somerville rose to take leaver 
and Adela, in a hasty whisper, entreated 
that her return to Cumberland Place might 
be deferred no longer than till the next 
niorning. 

Lady Isabella/ the flexible and facile Lady 
Isabella, restored, by the good humour which 
Mrs. Somerville had diffused amongst them. 
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to aU her natural complacency, parted^ from 
Adela for the night, with a mind as cordially, 
impressed in her favour as i( had ever been 
during any period of their, short acquaint- 
ance. Her disposition seemed to possess 
something of the faculty ascribed to the 
cameleon's body; it could change its hue, 
and' assimilate to that of every object near it. 
^he lived uot, as it has been fabled of that 
animalj. upon air : but her understandings 
incapable of bearing solid sustenance, fed 
upon vague imports, and borrowed opinions. 
Towards whoever she heard warmly praised 
0r. bitterly censured, she was, according to 
the lenity or malice of the last speaker, 
', even/ thing hy turns and nothing long* 
One minute she hated, the next she adored 
them. Luckily, no one had hitherto pre* 
sumed to revile her husband iii her lady-* 
ship's hearing; feebly indeed would h^ve 
been his chance against a cunning slanderer! 
She would have wept, but she would have 
believed the most improbable aspersions: 
and evea Lord Enncrdale, allrperfect as he 
hfid ever appeared to her^ might easily have 
been transforijied, by calumny, into a mon- 
ster unworthy to live, 
.... .' ' .... 
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When Adda» in the n i tir ein eiit of lie# 
chamber^ seeore fiom the ebseivaliou t>f 
etety homan bdiolder, bad leiwre to '^com** 
raane with her own heart/* she prayed, with 
streaming eyes/for resignation to hear, with 
less irritability and impatience, the allittionir 
fci her mothei^s story, which, either tfarotiglf 
malice or inadvertency, she foond it vain tof 
expect escaping. If malice dBctated *them,* 
how could she better assist its gratiBcatton, 
than by betraying the pang they inflicted } 
If they were nttcred inadvertently, was it 
hot her doty to submit without resentment 
tb an undesigned offence ? *' At: all events,* 
she cried, ** whether the speech made by 
Lady Charles Irving in my vicinity, prd- 
eeeded from a premeditated wish to shock 
me. or whether it was pronounced in igno- 

. lanceof its reference to my affairs, let me, 
whilst I strive not to thmk of it with bitter- 
ness, let me earnestly supplicate Heaven/ 
tiiat / may never be the means of giving 

' equ^l pain to any human creature ? And 
let it also gratefully stimulafte me, to^pray ' 
f()r a blessing on those generous beings who/ 
i^ctwitb^tsQidiilg alt 'the disadvantages by' 
which I am encompassed, istill behold me'' 



teginrd^ and titat me with consi«bitrte . 

-" - . • 

delicacy r ,. 

In this supplication> she could not httt iiit-> 
^ude Lord Ennerddci whose conduct to^ 

wards her^ after* the consternation into 

< 

Mrhich he had seen her thrown, had beeik 
impressed with more seridusness of respeef, 
more marked deference and attention^ thaik 
at any preceding moment of tfaeir acquaint* 
ance. From^her inmost soul did she l^anle 
and esteem him for a proof of feeling so no^ 
bly timed ; it reassured lier^— it .consoled, it . 
evai toQChed her ; and, as she sunk \o rest> . 
her last thought was devoted to vrishtng fot 
his happicLess^ . ' 
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CHAP. XIV, 

, . ■■ . , ■ # 

DuRiKG break&st the aext aoMNroirrgr at 
which Adela endeavbiired io a})|^£^ witfi bej! 
acelistomed cbeer(qlnes3> Lad]ft Is&bella was 
informed, that .her jewclfcar Was.below Widk 
9atne ornaments wlu^ shff hid aent to hioti 
to be°n«w setfor tlie.a}i'pro9ehi^.btrtb day^ 
She gi^ (vd^rs fM he3h(te)d.li^.iAewa «p, 

1»$ , 
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which Mr. Aimesley hearing, and aixtk»- 
pating nothing but weariness froni the poa- 
ference, hastily dispatched the remainder 
of his breakfast, and made, good his retreat. 

Lord Ennerdale, piore tolerant, or, per* 
haps^ sufficiently interested by the conteutg 
of the newspaper, to disregard the man's 
entrance^ mamtained his ground ; and Ade- 
la, too unaffected to pretend any disdain of 
the fashionable and elegant trinkets which 
were officiously displayed to her notice, 
amused herself in lool^ing over them, whilst 
Lady Isabella .was seriously meditating upon 
the effect produced by the new arrangement 
of her own superb decorations. 

At length, a ^ring, consisting of a yiagle 
but most perfect turquoise, struck Adela*s 
view, and somewhat excited her desire to be- 
come its purchaser. She drew it from its 
case and tried it on ; it fitted her eicactly ; 
and the mojre she contemplated it, the more 
tempting it appeared to her — 
'" ♦* Is not this,** said she, approaching Lar 
dy Isabella, ^^ an uncommonly fine tor- 
<|uoise?''^^and, as she spoke, she displayed,. 
k$r^Io^r< and serene blue ujpon her finger, 
' iLndy. Isabella was too intiehtly occupied in 
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teflecting upon the yet further improvements 
which might be made in a diamond neckr 
l4ce lying before her, to bestow more than 
a momentary glance upon Adela^s simple 
little ring, or to make any answer more satis- 
factory than— 

^^ Yes — ^ifs quiet and pretty enough.*'— . 

*^ May I look at it }"* said Lord Enner* 
dale^ throwing down the newspaper— .^ 
* *^ Oh, do,** cried Adela, " and tell me, 
whether it is not the sort of thing to excite 
ideas quite poetical ? There is a purity and 
softness in its hue, that reminds me. of! a 
lovely day in spring, when, 

' ^Whispering pleasure as they fly, 
' Cool Zephyrs through the clear blue sky 
' Thf^Lr'gathered fragrance fliug.*' 

The Earl, smiling at her animation^ saiid, 
— **^ I shall, henceforward, always p^f^r a 
turquoise to any other gem. If you mean 
to buy it, let me often have the pleasure of 
seeing upon your hand, so mild apd w^ll, 
imagined an emblem of a spring day .!'— ^^ . 

" I never yet was guilty of apiy extrava-. 
gance of this kind," said she ; " but, I own 
that here is a temptation which { can Kard- 



fy i?ftb«ta«id.— What is its priebf'* a^Med 
she, turning to the jeweller. 

The man stated to her, as he protest6d| 
fihe lowest tenns upon which he coQld part 
with it, which yet appeared to Adela so 
exorbitantly high, that her smiles va-« 
nfshed, ai^d she -wished the ring a thousand 
miles offl Yet, ashamed, in the \.presence 
oF Lady Isabdia and her brother, to pro^ 
ebim the slender state of her finances, she 
paid, with secret self-reproach, for the 
over-ratjed bawble, , leaving herself, in so 
doing,' no more than two guineas for her 
whole remaining quarter — that is to say, 
for nearly three weeks. 

Soon after this little negociation w.ns con«. 
daded. Lord Ennerdale quitted the room, 
and Lady Isabella, in a few minutes, like- 
wise went away to search for the jeweller-s 
hstbiH. 

' Tthe door was scarcely closed, when the 
c^iseqtmnis tradesman a|^oaching his young 
cQstbmer widi an air of some embarraas-* 
^eht, hesitatingly said — 
' ^ You Vill not- be ofiended, I hope^; 
ma*am; if I venture — if I take the liberty- 
to remind you^ that we Imye^ I believe^ a 



K ttfe acdkmt stahding in your aatilnf, which^ 
pei^s,: b>s e8Ci3)ed foaf niemoiy^ 
- ' ^^ In my liaiiiie. Sir ? — TT^is liiint ceri 
tftttily be a mistake^ f(» I nevety till toMlny^ 
purcbased any trinkets in my Kfew** 

'^ Pardon me, ma'am — bat youf fiame*— 
I tibink r heaird Lady Isabella address you 
by the name of Clereland.** 
'' ♦^ Yes, Sir, you did.** ^ 

^^ We neceiif^d an order, about two jeBCi 
ago, maVm, to ^nd to Cumberland Places 
for a lady of that namie^' a cornelian serf^ 
det in gold, and a' p&it of coral iH^acdets^ 
Were they ei^er delivered ?* ' 

^ Yes, Sir, they were ; you are perfisfeliy 
eorrect, and I shall b^ anxious- to ^^harge 
the debt immediately.^ "^ 

The fact is, that poor Adela found she 
fead been innocently defrauding the jew^s^er 
of his moi^ey the full time which he statedy 
through the carelessne* of her ^ster, Mrs. 
Erington,^ from whom the things he'tneft-^ 
ttoned had been sent down to her as a^gift^ 
hy Talbot Cleveland, whiht she was ' a* 
Rosedown C!ourt: and, as siicfe, bad beeA 
^urelly worn ever since/ Mrs/ Eringtdn^ 
however, hiadw left town afterwai>d»^ in a 
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great hurry, and. forgotten to pay for them : 
but the whole .business., was clear tp Adela 
the instant that she heard the nian*s de- 
inand specified, and she conscientiously re- 
solved nof to detain from him his Jawful due 
an hour longer. . 

Yet, : to make rectitude accord with abi* 
lity, in this case, . required a sacrifice which 
cost her some p^in. She had . no means of 
paying the full value of the seal and brace- 
lets if she persisted in .'retaining the ring. 
A debt,' liowever, was so :hateful to her^ 
and, unpractised a& she was in . incurring 
any^ so formidable, that she rather prefer- 
ed acknowledging to the shopkeeper her 
insufficiency; — and thus reliieving hersqlf 
from the burthen' of. a useless ornamen\„ 
which she now thought it the heighth of 
folly, in such circmnstances as hers, to hi^ve 
ever covetted. 

"Sir,** sai4 she to the jeweller, blushing 
as she spoke, " I have it not in* my power, 
if I retain this pretty ring, ininiediately to 
cancel my former debt. May I, thereforiB,^ • 
beg that you will take it back at the pri^' 
for which you just, now sold it to me ?^^I 
beli^« .that, then, according; to what yda 
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tell me is the amount of the old account, I 
shall, with the addition of this ^inea^ have 
wholly discharged what I owe*y©u.** 

The civil tradesman agreed to this arrange* 
menty yet not without expressing Ms regret 
at depriving her of a trinket with which 
she had*, appeared so particularly pleased* 
He assured her, that she was perfectly wel- 
come to keep possession of die ring, and to 
pay for it at her own time. But Adela*s 
principles were not merely speculative ; they 
were practical and sincere. She thanked 
him ; yet entreated that he would suffer her 
to terminate the whole afiair at once. BLe 
made no further opposition ; took the guinea 
still due, and the half-regretted turquoise^ 
and, had only just time, before Lady Isa- 
bella re-ap|)eared, to assure her, that he 
would send a written acknowledgment the 
instant he reached home. Two hours afier- 
wards, he punctually fulfilled his promise* 

Mrs. Somerville, at the time that she had 
fix^, called for young Ossely, and her joy- 
fuUy-again recovered Adela. Lady Isabella, 
her husband, and her brother-in-law were 
all at hoime jto witness, the invalid's removal, 
an4 to reit^^te to his fair friends their fct^ 
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vent thanka tor the obligations which thej* 
had, and still were, conferring upon him. 

The child; smiling arid gt*a:tified^ waJ 
brought down in Margaret^s arms, and con* 
veyed to Mrs. Somerville's carriage j and 
that lady, glad to abrrdge the acknowledge 
ments which she was receiving,' called to 
Adela, and immediately followed. 

Lord Ennerdale, in their way down stairs^ 
fomid an opportunity^ of saying to Adela*-<- 

^ Though what J have already witnessed^ 
has tiBtnght me to expect from yon every 
thing that is kind and generous, yet gratify 
me, I'bcseecii you, before yon go, with an 
tssurance that, jointly widi Mrs. Somerville, 
jrou will consider yourself as my poor Al* 
gemon*s protectress/' 

^^ I Willi with the greatest pleasure,** an** 
swered Adela; 

" " Thank you,'* resumed he, ^ a thomand 
times, l thank you, for this and every othet 
bWigaticm which you liave conferred upon 
tis during your short residence untler tins 
roof. Oh, jhbw melancholy a void,** ^ddeA 
he, looking at her with th^ mofit expressive 
mr of regret, *^ will your absence leave here! 
BcH: I ti^e possession again to-niglit dF my 
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own house : I coold not bear i0 loolc rounds 
fpr you in vain, where I hatd once beheld' 
you as an inmate.** 

Adela was a little confused, not so much • 
by the direct purpose of this speech, as by 
the warmth and seriousness with which it' 
Was uttered. She hurried silently forward^ 
unable, as he put her into the carnage, to- 
speak either, to him or to Mr.- Annetley* 
She could only bow to them after ahe was: 
seated; and tho next moment, the horses^, 
proceeded. 

The rapture of her little nteoes on behold-* ; 
iag her, as liiey termed it, come back agaiui 
<^ forgpod,*^ was, to a heart afiectienate^ a» 
hers, gmtifying in the highest degree. They; 
were not indulged, however, with permis^. 
sibn to take of die feeble and delicate guest 
whom Iheir mother had brought home, naore* 
fhan ^ passing glance. He was immediate^ 
ly transferred from the carriage to the quiefc 
b^t cBeerfai room wiilcb had been prepared 
for faim; and not even Lidy Hiffriet oW 
tained leave to remain with him above toia' 
minutes. He was thus exempted fiiom aU 
unnecrasary exertion ; and the firt^ne of the 
remoYitt wm so cfflbctuaHy eMRkendeil hft 
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thcte judicious fn'ecautions, tbat^ half aa 
hour after his installation in his new abed^. 
he was conversing with Adela as ^ereaely^ 
aiid secjmed as collected, and as much at 
home, as if he had never known ^ny .other 
residence. 

/ When Adela retired to her own apartmi^nt 
to dress for dinner. Amy, producing a sealed 
letter, in a condition that bore evident (eatir 
mony.toits having been extremely ill treated^, 
^id, with uxach irrjtation-r- 

" That for you, dear Missy. ,Me onjy 
get it by chance and good-luck.'-— It cooie 
for you the day after you leave yojir fine/ 
aunt*s, — and there it be tossed and batti^ned. 
about, by saucy servants, ever since. Me. 
eall there to-day for something me foi^et 
when we come here, — and then, me spy it 
put upon the housekeeper's chimney !-=-0h,. 
what iSne passion me in, at their laziness and 
impudence ! ** 

! Adela, on opening the dirty scroll, found,, 
with an instant dread . of something wrpngy. 
that ^t.was written by her mother's attached 
servant, Mrd. Temple. . Its purport was, to 
communic&te to her, .wit}i . many cautions 
\not to betray who ^^was her ix>forma]lt, ^^\ 
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the brother of Mrs. Caineroii. a man name^ 
Nbrris, was liecome a resident ia the vicinity 
of Pine-Lodge^ anci paid sck^ assiduous 
court to Lady Rosalvtfn^ t^at there seemed 
every reason to dread he virould make iA 
impression upon her heart, and succeed ift 
indacing her to faivour his avowed pr^tet^- 
sions :-^^* For the love of heaven, madam^" 
pursued Mrs. Temple, " write to my dear 
lady, and endeavour to dissuade her from 
this ruinous project. The man is a pro^ 
fligate^ and a needy, low-minded advem- 
" turer. He will not leave my lady a gui- 
^^ nea; and the disgrace of such a c6nnectioi^> 
'^ will be worse than any thing that has yet 
" happened. Tell her, thbt the news cdm* 
^* to you by public report ; tell her, that 
'* the wretch to whom she would entitist her 
^ person and property, bears the most no^ 
" torious bad character ; — and don't fear^^ 
f^ madam> in so doing, to assert what is ndt 
*^ true. I have the most positive informal 
" lion that he is completely worthless.-— 
" "Write immediately, I beseech you — If 
*^ any thing can save her, it will be your 
'5*' representations.*'' 

What anew source of disturbance was 



liere opesied for « :dbi%ht€r disposed to ht 
so ftf&cU0natQ pQ ckitifiil, soi wwiply io- 
tereeted in her motiliec^s faapfiinesfr 1 FilM 
v^ith (y^isy, tfid bat too justly dkitilii^fM 
oC her own influence^ she hesitated' iong 
.whether to hazard the inteiferenoe which 
JtfrB» Temple so ui^gently reoomnieoded. 
Y^et> if there appeared the remotest ^osii- 
'MUy ci its aueeess^ was she juatifiBbfe in 
.withholding it }«--Widi sbakng: fii^ers^. and 
Ml agitated hearty sh(B^ at kngdi, took up 
a pen. * Nothing conld ; be moi^ gentle, 
alAoret respeetftiiy. dkongh earnest^ thasi. tBte 
jrtyle in which A» wrote ; to parsnaaioni, 
jto eatveaties^ rather tfaaa to rmreae$iiaikms, 
4he bad recourse; said Xhem, faowiaver 
jieriotts <(hfty might be^in disapprobation of 
^rrisj were so f^cUy gunrdbd from: iif- 
ilelieaey towarda her mother, that the 
bnmblest intercessor for a^ person^ boon^ 
4MHild tiot have used ki^mge at onee siof« 
.suf^phaA^t and more fervent. 
.. This arduotts task acooro^tsba]^ wUch^ 
tirith a sigh^ A4ela hesiself admowkdged to 
.he a most hopeless and unthankfid one^ -she 
strove to dismiss from her eoanteAotMr thk 
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jtemain&of inquietude that were- impressed 
upoii. it^ and^ desceaded to the dining^ 
pariour.. 



^mtmmim 



CKAP. XV. 

CONFABULATING* 

. . ^ . . . • i 

. The ^prudent r^gulatious adopted with re» 
g^rd to^youi}^ Os8eIy,-^who, provided witl^ 
all requisite indulgenciesy was amused, whei} 
he' hetrayed laisguor^ or tPsuGbquillised ^nd 
soothed, .when bis coanteaance denoted 
imtahiUty^-^efiected^, in a single week, a 
fil^aoge sa obtrioua in his* spirits, app^ite^ 
mdstreQgtl^ that Dn R^ discontinued his 
owiL visits, aqd made him wholly over to 
the mcompaiabki mant^ement of Mrs. So^ 
xnervi}l«« . - / ^ 

. About this time, Lord £iinerdale, ^a mor^ 
fc«^uent visitor^ than evex ia Cumberland 
Place, and hourly becoming to ^very indU 
vidttal theie, ii more welccnmcH^Ba^ *hi^pf|ened, 
whilst iajdiflging I^y Harriet with whaf 
she loved best; ttpoa earth'-^(a gasne of 
fomps)^r^ta ei^^ioQ^ the. demolition t)# a 
little toy w«jbD)^» Ih^j^ift ^ hepr.a^t Ettdocu^ 
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The novelty of the pliay-thing being overj 
this was a jnirfortune which die child found 
it no very difficult matter to bear with pbi^ 
losophy. But. her indulgent father^ sorry 
to iiave deprived her of any thing to which 
she could attach the sligh^st value^ de- 
termined^ on leayfng the hoqsp, to provide 
her with some compensation. For this pur- 
{iose, in his way home, he stopped at his 
cister-in-lawV jeweller,, and desired to be 
shewn some children's trinkets. 
' 'Whilst one of the shopmen was obeying 
this order, the Earl's eyes accidentally 
rested upon an open case, containing a va- 
riety of lockets, broaches, and rings. 
Amongst the latter, one, in particular, struck 
him ;— it seemed the very counterpart of 
that which he had so lately seen Adela 
meditating to purchase. He took it in his 
hand, and was surveying it with some per- 
plexity, wheii the master d( the shop ap* 
proached— 

« Did you not,^ said the Earl, «sell a 
ring remarkably like this, a few days ago, 
to a lady at Mr. Ahneisley^ p 

Hie jeweller hesitated^ moipered, and 
looked so full of meaning, thatJLordJ 
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ddk^ Utt^iye to repress Am cimoaitjr, par- 
justed in his inteam^atioray till tibe ivfaole 
mystery (with joMny respectful tttj auctions 
to secresy) was explained. The sifiiple and 
'Un^orned recital^ went straight to t)ie £arl'B 
^beart— ^^ just^ and weU-prkictpbd Adda!'* 
he internally exclaimed^ ^^ how do L 'honour, 
the q$iiet and unoatentotious adf-Kkiual o^ 
thia little transaction T He oqduoni the 
Jnngi however, with, s^parent indii^e&ee; 
iind, having adoeibed for Lady Harriet^ sc^se 
trifling omameiit adapted to her a^ quitted 
Ihe shop— firmly tesdved^ not to let the 
day close^ without finding the means dT on* 
^9pectedly pinrdiasiQg iLgam for its recen^ 
hut transient posaesMr^ . the beaotifiii tiir« 
iguoise ring. 

He was proceeding dow}y dawn the atraeti 
4Uid had reached a crossing at 4whioh a oon* 
4eottrfle of carries obliged him to psmae, 
when^ looking up^ he beheld in one of those 
that were nearest tohtm^ hia fnend Mrs. 
£Ilnier« Their eyes mt at the same mb- 
ment ; . and jniUmg the dbeok^tring^ alje 
invited him^ ,with a soiil^^ to die carriage 
.window.-f-^ 

** J do not ask yoi\,'* cried ab^ ^^ whjr I 

VOL. Ill* Q / 
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nerer ^ you^ because I am apprized^ that, 
just at present, you are only to be seen mov- 
ing in the same orbit with one particular 
planet^-^But make haste, and extend your 
range a little, and shew yourself again in 
our humbler circles, as gay and as agreeable 



as ever.**—- 



^^ I assurp you,*' cried he, ^^ that if gayety 
is what you are in quest of, you have had a 
most fortunate escape lately in not behold- 
ing much of me ! — My poor Ossely has been 
at death's door ; and nothing can have heeii 
less joyous than my feelings during that 
period."— 

^^ All that J can beUeve : but the child h 
now recovering. The distance, therefore, at 
which you stilj remain from every former 
associate^ is no longer the effect of grief, but 
of choice. ' To say the truth, I hold it some^ 
what disloyal in you, to have recourse in this 
business^ to any false pretences. You are in 
love. Lord Ennerdale-^all the world knows 
it ; and the surest way to obtain the world's 
applauseyis, tg glory openly in your choicer 

^^ As the world," said he, laughing, ^* is 
80 exceedingly obliging as thus to interest 
itself iii' my eoncerns^ I would that k had 
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the additional benevolence to act as an in- 
tercessor for me with the fair planet round 
, which I am said to be revolving 1" 
" " Oh, you, doubtless, are much in want 
of its assistance in that quarter!" cried Mrs. 
Elttier, ironiciaily — " Poor soul 1 it is me- 
lancholy to think how few are your recom^- 
mendations, and how little is your chance 
of success !-^But I must now release you. 
I am charged with a very puzzling commis- 
sion, and hopeless as I am of being able to 
execute it at all, I dare not renounce the at- 
tempt till I have'^tried at every shop in Lon- 
don;'— 

*^ What is it?'* enquired Lord Enner- 
dale. — 

*^ My ' mother," answered Mrs. Elmer, 
"is iii town for a few days, and, for ray 
sins, has brought with her, to be repaired, 
this curious, and old-fashioned little inlaid 
casket:" and as she spoke, she exhibited 
one of that description at the window. " By 
the value which she attaches to it, one miglit 
be tempted to consider it as an heirloom. 
At all events, it is a prodigious favourite ; 
and, I very believe, one of my poor mother's 
principal inducements for coming to Loa* 

o 2 
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that she would never intentionally betra]f. 
him in Cumberland Places and wherever 
else she might cfause to publish her conjee** 
tares, was to him a matter of perfect indif- 
ference. 

' Ah engagement which he had no means 
of breaking, prevented his repairing to Mrs. 
Somerville^s that evening ; but the fbllowiBg 
morning, he went there to breakfast. 

Adela and Mr. Somerville, the former 
looking over a Review just brought in^ the 
latter reading a half dried newspaper, were 
sitting at the tea-table tite-br^iite. 

Lord Ennerdale inquired if Mrs. Somer-;* 
ville was indisposed ? 

. Adela said that she would be down stairs 
presently, but having alittle head ache,' had 
chosen to breakfast in her own apartment; 

She then handed to him some tea.; told 
him that her sister had a great deal to talk 
to him about, relating to his little boy and 
prl, and apologized for not ordering then! 
to be brought tlown, by hinting that she 
feared their high spirits. Lady Harriet's^ at 
least, might be somewhat too much for a 
head already disordered — 

^^ The danger of that,** said Lord Ennm** 
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dkie^ ^^ iSj indeed, unquestionable ! Harriet's 
turbulence, equals that of the wildest "school 
boy. It sometimes, even independent of my 
apprehension that it should be troublesome 
to Mrs. Somerville, gives me a little disquiet 
on the child's own account. I am alarmed 
lest all this ungovernable love of frolic, should 
degenerate into the boisterousness of a com- 
plete hoyden." 

^^ And yet," said Adela, laughing at his 
seriousness, ^^ who half so guilty. Lord En* 
nerdale, of encouraging her passion for. sport 
as yourself ?" 

'^ I own it.-— Bat the blandishments- of 
childhood are to me irresistible. . I ofiCea 
come here^ determined to . repress the little 
creature's advances*— *tQ . preach gentleness 
and tranquillity to her-^to maintain all the 
gravity of paternal deoorum. » But before I 
have been in the room half an hour, .riie 
winds herself round me With so. petitimiing 
a smile — she invites me, by sq maliy <inge^ 
nious wiles, to notice and: to play with her^ 
that my resolution fails, and I berome as 
vepr a child as she is."- 

** Well, my Lord, cried Adela, ^* set your 
heart at rest, however true this representation 

04 
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may h%. My sister delights in Lady Har- 
rit* 8 aniiBation, amd I can assure you^ diat 
weare all quite as much tempted to indulge 
it as yourself* As to her contracting rudei 
habits^ tliere can be little danger of that^ 
where the disposition is naturally so docile^ 
and the heart so affectionate. A word spofc^ 
en with mild seriousness^ is- reproof suffix 
cient if she ever seems disposed to carry a 
jest too &r. To sullenness or obstinacy she 
is an utter stranger ; and the ingenuousness 
with which $he cm be iAdueed to adcaow^ 
ledge herself in the wrong, has ofikea beea 
held out as an example wortiby of &e high- 
est praftM and of the ckwest imitatioff^ to.s^ 
'Mritti^a own daildfen. Impeee not upcm 
yoQfself therefore^ the irksome tflik:afcltari&* 
ing her fHmk lore of gtee.: it can hemt 
be^onwelcooie to those who^ eve §&v4 of ehib- 
dlk:n; except m momei;<ts of iodispontioft;'* 

'« Tkrt Adeli^is Ibttdof item^" cried Mr. 
Sofiierville, raliqpaiiB^ into his etd fbibfo ef 
seizing upon any pretence to^ #xsdt the ttieiit 
of whaterer sli# sai^^or HA in Lord Bmiei^ 
tdale*s presence^ ^^ liie good Haitne Of tilJs 
apology, I thinlE^ suflloienify tsstifieSi** 

^ It is Ao ifK^ogy-^H )f 1^ 0)eie sMs- 



immt of ft matter; of fact T cried Adela^ 
sftlways provoked at these tiidelicate ^&rtr 
-^^^ 1 feel not^ that I' haw aay right ta 
profew Ibv dvildren a more tfaaa camnidii. 
regard. When iiiej ate pleasant^ the^n 
amuse me ; when tiiey are perverse, I have 
im TaM\e tolerance a^ most od^r people.*'?'-^ 

Itord £mierdale had now gained too much 
mnght' ittto AdelaV character^ to Hsten tcx 
this disclaiming speech with any surprise $ 
but it ipeeaSed to llie meoioty of Mr. So- 
Hiervilte the eontract into idbich he had 
entered, and filled him with eoneera foo 
not Ha^if]^ observed it more fiikhfiilly* 

Wheia Mrs. SeoerrHle carae idown^ and! 
had salisiedt Lord £nnerdale*s v^ona enr*^ 
qt^i<ieii feladng to her healthy sh^ scmpled 
not to beg^ that Adda, would pot liervelf 
mider Mr. SomervilWs proteetiM, and saUy 
ferth fo^ a walk^^ 

^ I am bent/ addtd the, ^ upon hold* 
ing with my Lord an immedynite and undia^ 
inr bed oonfereni^ ; and as you can neithet 
of ytm throw any h§^. upon the anlgectt 
"frfi shall di8(mM5 i own^ that it would bo % 
prodigtoaa rdief to m^ to torn. yo«i botfai 
ftirly o«t of dooi?.**-^ 
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e They laughed at this unceremamous de- 
claration^ but immediately retreated; and 
Adela prevailed upon, her brotber-inrlaw^ . 
previous to his accustomed ride^ to tak/e twO' 
or three tiirns with her ia the. Park. 

As . soon ajs they were, by themselves, 
MrSi Somerville relieved Lord Ennerdale 
from the perplexity into which her anxiety 
for . an immediate conference, had . throwQ 
him, by saying — . 

^^ As you have done me the honour to' 
refer to^my decision^, the most eligible mode 
of disposing^ for .the next two. or three yeara^ 
of your interesting little boy^ and^ his lights 
hearted sister^ I am anxious, though at the 
hazard of appearing to you a little abrupt, 
to state to you my opinion without deky. 
Some time hencey I shall not be in a predji* 
cament to converse with you upon the sub- 
ject, or to take in it any useful steps. Yet„ 
imi^ne not that I am in any haste to part 
with my. young guests. .Nothing short of 
an absolute injunction front yourself, should 
yet induce me to resign their guardianship.. 
Algernon still demands great watchfulness.; 
and that which has hitherto been bestowed 
upon hiin^ I have had the jdeasuie of seraig 
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pit>8per so well, that it would grieve and 
disappoint me to give him . up before his 
recovery is completed. ' At this moment, I 
am solicitous only to talk over plans for the 
future, .hot to suggest any alteration in those 
which we are at. present pursuing/'-^ 
; *^ You are always/' said the Earl, ^^ so- 
licitous to do that which is wisest and best. 
Speak, dearest Mrs. Somerville — I am all 
impatience to know what you would pro* 
pose.-— 

^ But can you,** resumed she, batf smil- 
ing^ ^^ can you bear the plainest sincerity-— 
the most perfect unreserve ?*^ 

^^ From you, I shall consider it as aa 
additional obligationv**— -^ 

^* You expect not, I can well believe, 
to hear any thing very shocking, and, ia 
truth, I have nothing of that nature to 
state. But, my dear Lord Ennerdale, I 
have attended unremittingly to the dispo^ 
sition, Bs well as to the health, of your 
poor boy almost from the hour he first 
entered l&is house, and have fully confirmed 
myself in: the idea, I so early entertained, 
that his is a character of extreme difficulty to 
manage. He if&ust not,^ when his restora^^ 

06 
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Hon 14 thorMghlj^ established^ be coklAift^* 
Ud a^m to the dirrotioH ef nurses and 
4oiiie«ticft. His spirit is too imperioas to 
Mfemit to Mch controtfc He wrB chey no 
Cottidle "Wbem: he does not behold^ like me^ 
invested with the authority of mistress of 
th^ hoifse* Yetj his introetflbflHy proceeds 
itot from the felse courage of a Bobadil i fa^ 
does not disobey his nwrsery attendairfs be« 
«KWe he does not fear thc^i ; batbeesMM 
his last attendant has implanted inHbim M 
aAlspatby to Ibmalo domestics- in general^ 
«nd he regards them all> more or loss, witil 
distrust and contempt. Even my &fthAil 
4ittd ratiom) Mftrgaret^ he is^ bogi»ning to 
treat- with airs of coMeq[9eiitial dhsdmi } 
Mid ^e younger woinen aboot l^m/'he 
#penly d^es, and without condesoMding 
to dispute ft point witli them, goes eci his 
own way^ eacaMly'as if he had not heard 

^ Can any things** oHdl Lord Siinerdal^ 
•fixed to the tottl^- ^* be mord giieirims thai»L 
this aeeoent ^-^YefM-X will be honest with 
yoo^ Mrs« Somervilk/ and acknowledge 
that it siirprises far less than it ebagftns me* 
There prevailed^ whilst this boy's poot mo- 



ther wfts adive, an uahappy system of fa- 

votirittsm in our family^ the most pemicioas 

inks e^flfects, both iiQmediaite,~and^ I fear^ 

eventual. Harriet was oveplooked^ and AP 

gephdn overprized. A sense of eqoity led 

me to revolt against such unjust partiality^ 

an4 I rather sought to control and repress 

my natoral fondness for" him^ than dared to^ 

indulge myself in giving it free scope. Bat 

the occasional restraint which he found im-* 

po9ed'u]^on him bjf me^ during our short 

itfterviews^ conM not coiiiiteract the mischief 

tiiat Was hourly doing m the nttrsery^ and 

in his mother'^ chressing room^ There iC 

WM thut the seeds were sown of all tbi» in*^ 

fciU^ne arrogance. More thsrti two thirds 

iof bis short life bsffe been spent in the en** 

J6]^lnent e# bdundles^ indulgenee; and 

Wben I reflect u^^ocrtbe dreadM confnust 

Wbieh he re<^nlfy experienced imder the 

baHrbarous "dominion ef Manby, I rather 

wettderbowit waa possible that he should 

Mrvi^ it^ than feel the slightest astonisb^ 

iftemt at kt rarraging^ effects^ Yet tell fiie^^ 

I eo«)ore yon tell me^ that yott de not think 

bti leriiper mem^d^abfy mjun&d T 
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. ^^ By no means,**" cried Mrs. SomerviHe ; 
*' it is only rendered incapable of submit* 
ting to what is vulgarly denominated petti^ 
coat governments 

, ^* But at scarcely five years old he is too 
young for a school-^and I should be almost 
ashamed of asking any man of sense to un^ 
dertake the office of tutor to such^ a baby.** 
, . ** And in your place, my lord, I am not 
sure that so should not I ! — But listen to a 
plan which has lately occurred to me, and 
which appears to me more and more feasi*- 
ble the longer I meditate upon it. In the 
village which. adjoins to your estate and to 
Mr. Somervi^Ie's, resides^ with his mother 
and sister, [a young man' who has lately 
taken orders, and aspii^s to the humble 
oflSpe <^ curate < to. our pariah minister* 
The mother of this deserving youths had 
the charge of educating my sister £rington 
and myself, and resided under ' my father's 
roof, for that purpose^ above ten years. 
Aa acquaintance of so long standing enables 
me, of course^ to speak with certainty of 
h?r real characterji and nevjer was there a 
more pure^ a more respectable^ a more 
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blaoielesft one. Her daughter^ equally well 
intentioned^ though not so highly culti- 
vated^ is^ however^ an admirable domestic- 
manager, and ever ready to ^erve and oblige 
all within her reach. The son is univer* 
sally well spoken of for his moral qualities^ 
and> I am told^ is an .excellent scholar. 
They occupy a small house^ or rather large 
cottage^ on. the outskirts of the village. 
The mother's little income^ and some trifle 
inherited from his father by th6 young 
man^ frugally maintains them ail. These 
excellent souls^ my lord^ it has struck me^ 
might be induced^ on his leaving my bouse^ 
to take charge of your little Algernon. 
They are not mercenary, yet 'some addition 
to their circumstances must, be desirable to 
them ; aiid they would grateiuUy ddightin 
compl3dng with almost any request which 
I could make to them. Should the attempt 
to efiect this negociation be prosperous, re- 
member that Lord Ossely will only be at 
the distance of three or fovnr miles frdni 
Mordington Castle, and scarcely half so far 
removed from. Rosedown Court."^ 

** Say no more, my admirable friend 4'*- 
' cried the Earl, enchanted. " I thought it 
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but ju9t to hear you io the end, thoogli hall 
th^ indoeementfi which yo«i have so comi- ^ 
derately enumerated would ha^e sufitced to 
determine nie« What a weight of aniiiety 
you bure removed from my mind ! How 
infinite and important are^the obligations 
iffhicb I owe you! Ab^ dearest Mm. .So- 
merviUe^ bring this meditated plait to a 
btppy conduaion as speedily as yqa can* 
Write^ I beseech yon^. without delay to the 
deserving &mily which yoa have describedi 
Ofier them^ on my part, carte bbmehe ^— • 
or vatiber^ signify to me yourself the terms 
which I ought to propose io them.-^Bbt--*- 
fov where. will be aa end of my encroacb- 
menb upon- yonr g^erbus frieadship-^but 
whatriiaU I do with my little Harriet r 

'^ Set all the wisest and roost dt sceraing 
of your female friends to work, in order to 
ftad out for her a respectable and expet ieneed 
gDverttees^ I will pay myself the compK 
•lent of joining their corps^ and wiU add to 
^ir en()uiries^ the most cKligeRt researches 
ia my power to make. Should we be mio* 
cessfiil^ you will be i^empted from the psnn 
All necessity of sending both your cbildfea 
from home ;. and Princr JEToi^ as yoa cail ' 
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her, may, with pro6t to herself, and plei^ 
sure to you, be a constant inmate with you, 
as w^U in Loudon as in the country. — Ani, 
fxowy Lord Ennerdale, let me hope that you 
will do me the justice to believe^ I should 
never have volunteered my opinion thi&s 
pfficiously, had I seen that amidst your 'nu- 
merous connections^ you possessed any ad- 
viaer whom you were in habits of conaulting, 
or with whom you apparently wished to 
discuss this truly important suiigect*'* 

^* The only individual of my own fiuiitly^* 

relied th^ Earl^ ^' from whom I could ck* 

p$ct counad^ or solicit assistance on such a 

sul^ect^ is Lady Ennerdale. But I hove 

been deterred frotik afqplying to her^ by the 

eoRscionsness, that it would be a mortal 

oflfence not to be guided implicitly by hw 

judgment whether it accorded with my own 

feefings, or wholly militated against them# 

I may commit mistakes, but the mcnrtiSca* 

lion of discovering, that I have done so^ and 

the trouble of repairing them^ are- perhaps 

preferable to i^ing blindly led on-*-even in 

tlie right path-^at the peremptory wtU of 

others. Continue to me^ therefore^ dear 

Mrs. SomerviUe, the protection which I so 
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voluntarily prize^ and trust to the presently 
ment I bave, that, like mercy, it will prove 
^^ twice blessed;** — it will bless you, the 
giver, when you reflect upon the happy 
consequences which it })r6duces, — and \is, 
the receivers, when we experience them.** 
. ^'1 will humbly hope that it' may. But 
now, shall I ring to order Lady Harriet and 
her brother to be brought down ? You have 
not yet, I believe, seen them to-day ?** 

*^ After so lotig a conference, you will 
probably be glad if I release* you ; I will, . 
therefore, run up a-moment to /Aegi, instead 
of having them brought down to Tne. Fare- 
well^ dearest Mrs. Somerville ;' forgive my 
having taken Up so laige a portion of your 
morning; write for me, ' I entreat, as soon 
as you can, into the country,'i-^and, above 
all^ be indulgent to my want of self-denial, 
and as Mr. Somerville has asked me . to dia- 
ler, , prepare yourself, unless you prohibit 
it, to see me h«re again at' six o'clock.'* 

*^ Terrible !" exclaimed Mrs. Somerville, 
*' I really shall be compelled to wish you 
had a wife at home, to take the trouble of 
your company oflf my hands T* 

" Would I had, were she but of your 
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chusing! — But, even then, you would gain 
nothing by it, for my wife would probably 
be as anxious to live in your society as I 
am myself." 

Saying this, he ran upstairs to pay a short 
visit to his children. 

On quitting them, he recollected, as he 
passed the room in which his recent con* 
versation had been held, that Lady Isabella 
had entrusted him with a message about an 
Opera box which he had omitted to deliver^' 
He stepped in again to repair the failure, 
but Mrs, Somerville was gone. The mo- 
ment seemed propitious to his wish of de« 
positing without being observed, the ring 
and broQ'Ch which he destined for Ad«la. 
They were sealed up, and directed to her in 
a feigned hand. Her work<-box stood upon 
a marble table, under one of the pier glasses; 
' — into that, he hastily dropped his anony- 
mous offering, threw down the lid^ and 
immediately quitted the house* 

END OF VOL. hi; 
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